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ADVERTISEMENT. 


'T ane Author of the following DErxNcR has 
concealed his name, partly. from a conſciouſneſs, 


if known, it could contribute but little to excite _ 


public attention to the work; and from other con- 
ſiderations, merely perſonal.—But chiefly, becauſe 
Mr. Grattan not having avowed the Speeches 
printed, as having been delivered by him on the 
14th and 19th of February, they do not ſeem to 
proceed from authority reſpectable enough to 
require ſuch ayowal on the part of him who an- 
ſwers them; which, if acknowledged by Mr. 
Grattan, they certainly would do ; whenever, 


therefore, Mr. Grattan ſhall publiſh his real 


Speeches, or avow thoſe attributed to him, the 
Author of the following Defence will inſtantly 
follow 
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follow his example. The public muſt, therefore, 
conſider him "pledged for the authenticity of the 
information, and the truth of the facts he adduces, 
as effectually as if he had, from the very firſt, 
prefixed his name ;—and it reſts with them to 
decide what credit is due to the ſtatements arid 


facts advanced as Mr. Grattan's, by two Reporters, 
one anonymous, the other unauthoriſed, while 


unacknowledged by Mr. Grattan himſelf. 


- 
a. 
» 


. 


INTRODUCTION: 


Ms GRATTAN's late ſpeeches on Tithe 
muſt, from the nature of the ſubject, the high au- 
thority of the ſpeaker, and the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the occaſion, be circulated rapidly, read 
attentively, and materially contribute to influence 
public opinion; in a point here, of all others, that 
opinion is of the higheſt importance; even deciding 
on the character of 4 conſiderable number of the Pro- 
teſtant Clergy in this kingdom; thau whom there is 
no claſs of men whoſe chara er it more highly con- 
cerns the public they ſhould rightly uygderſtand. The 
welfare of ſociety is inſeparably connected with the 
attention paid to morality and religion; and this 
greatly depends on the opinion generally enter- 


tained of that order whoſe office it is to ineulcate 


theſe ſacred duties: And as the character of this 
claſs of men is peculiarly important, ſo is it pecu- 
larly delicate to ſuſpect is to fully, to attack is 


almoſt to deſtroy it.—The bulk of mankind” are 
ever ready 10 believe thoſe depraved, whoſe ex-- 
ample may ſcem to ſanction their own depravity;; -- - 
and in this country, at this time, the oppoſition of 
religious faith and pecuniaty. inteteſts, irritated” - 
further by the impaticace of £dntrouled turbulence ©: 


and diſappointed rapachy the acrimouy of public 
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controverſy, and perſonal litigation, muſt prepare a 
great part of the people ® for receiving, with impli- 
eit credit, all accutations againſt the Clergy ; and 
may lead them to miſtake politiveneſs of aſſertion 
for ſtrength of argument ; and yield to authority, 
the eimviction due only to truth. Under theſe 
circumſtances, attentive hearing, cool examination, 
and impartial decifion,. are very deſirable indeed, 
but allo very hopelefs, whoever were the accu- 
ſer ; but Len the accuſer is Mr. Grattan, almoſt 
to be deſpaired of, fince his general popularity and 
high reputation, muſt much diminifh the attention 
paid io any man attempting to queſtion his princi- 
ples, or combat his reaſoning. _ 3 

A ſenfe of theſe difficulites induced the Author 
for ſome tine to delay the following defence; 
ander the fond hope, that Mr. Grattan would ren- 
der it unneceffary, by becoming himſelf the vindi- 
cator of the character, as he profeſſes himſelf a 
triend to the intereſts of the Clergy; that he would, 
by a full, authentic, and cool ſtatement of his 
f{: iments to the public evince, the tithe ſyſtem, 
not the conduct of the Clergy, was the object of 
his oppofrtion.—And to relieve, not to cri minate 
them, the purpoſe of his cxertion?: - But this hope 


bus been diſappointed. Mr. Giattan's ſpeech has 


been preſented under different forms, paſſed thro” 
multiplied editions, F with all due enlargements, of 
inflamma- 


i ; | N | 
lam informed from very good authority, that Mr. Grattan's 
ſpecch bas. been tranſlated into Iriſh. in the county of Cork, for 
ire more ready diſperſion amongſt the populace in that cauntty.— 
What effect it may produce on ſuch minds, if not timely coun- 
reratted,' we muy cafily conceive, and how difficult it will be to 
+ Two editions were publiſhed originally, one reported by a 
Mr, Franklin, printed by P. Byrne—The other by an annony- 


mous Reporter, printed by Graiſderry : the public ſeems to 


have given this 2 preference, it having gone through three edi - 
a | tions 
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inflammatory prefaces, and auxiliary ſupplements; 
and Mr. Grattan has neither interpreted nor diſ- 
avowed the ſtatements contained in either the original 
editions or the late ſupplement—They muſt there- 
fore operate on all but the immediate hearers, as if 
really his ſpeeches, and therefore as ſuch it is ne- 
ceſſary to conſider them. If unfounded ſtatements, 
and weak reaſonings have been unjuſtly attributed 
to Mr. Grattan, and are here expoſed, he muſt im- 
pute it to himſelf. —No man who is a friend to the 
character of the Clergy, could wiſh to have it be- 
- lieved Mr. Grattan thought worſe of them than he 
really does: if therefore, he is repreſented as 
ſpeaking worſe of them than ke did, it muſt be the 
effect of neceſſity, not choice. —}o prevent miſ- 
ſtatement and error, from being miſtaken as the 
voice of truth, becauſe ſuppoſed io have been ut- 
tered by Mr: Grattan, is the only purpoſe of theſe 
pages; and to defend th#Clergy, not to attack him, 
the only wiſn of their Author.—In conformity to 
this, he truſts he ſhall be found to have avoided all 
merely verbal criticiſms, and all forced conſtruc- 
tions; to have endeavoured to repreſent Mr. Grat- 
tan's ſentiments fairly, and combat them calmly, 
and to have paſſed without cenſure, or even Ro- 
tice every part of Mr. Grattan's ſpeech, which his 
ſubject did not force him to attend to. Having done 
this, he may be perhaps deemed not wholly un- 
worthy of public attention, which that man neceſ- 
farily and juſtly forfeits, who can be charged with 
want of coolneſs, candour or truth. 

Mr. Grattan's ſpeech labours to ſupport and juſ- 
tify his motion for a ** committee to enquire whe- 


tions, To the laſt is prefixed a very artful and inflammatory pre- 
face, and a opponents containing Mr. Grattan's ſpeech in reply 
to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State's ſpeech, on the 


Compenſation Bill: both theſe copies, I think, deſerve equal no- 
tice z one from the name prefixed, the other from the reception it 


« ther 


kas met with, 


1 

ther any juſt cauſe of diſcontent exiſts amongſt 
the people in the province of Munſter, and the 
counties of Kilkenny and Carlow, on account of 
** tithe or the collection of tithe.” And to prove 
the neceſſity of a commutation The politicalrea- 
ſons which determined the legiſlature to refuſe 
ſuch enquiry, I do not think myſelf called on as 
a friend to the clergy to diſcuſs; moſt ſincerely 
do I wiſh a full and fair enquiry into the general 
conduct of the clergy were ſafe and practicable ; 
becauſe ſure I amit would fully evince their equity 
and moderation ; and fince the legiſlature not judg- 
ing it ſafe or practicable, has thought fit to refuſe 
a public enquiry, I call on all: who are friends to 
candour and truth, and juſtice and religion, to 
make as full and fair an enquiry as they can in 
their private capacity, before they decide that the 
clergy are extortioners, oppreſſive and unjuſt. 
The materials for this enquiry, I will endeavour to 
ſupply, entreating every man who has opportunity 
to compare the general ſtatements I make, and 
the general rates and modes of valuing, ſetting, 
and collecting tithes, I afſert to take place, with 
the modes and rates which take place in the coun- 
ty or dioceſe he is beſt acquainted with in the ſouth 
of Ireland ; and give- me credit for nothing if he 
does not find my aſſertions ſupported by facts. 

Ihe general queſtion of a commutation alſo, I 
do not think it incumbent on me to examine fur- 
ther than it ſeems neceſſary to vindicate the cha- 
. rater of the Clergy. I wiſh rather to ſeparate 
theſe queſtions, ſo apt to be confounded ; to habi- 
tuate the public to diſtinguiſn between the incony 
veniencies of the tithe ſyſtem ariſing from its na- 
ture, and the laws that eſtabliſh it—things no way 
imputable to the Clergy, and the ſuppoſed abuſcs 
ot that ſyſtem, and thoſe laws for which alone 


they are accountable. —— A diſtinqtion which, 
| | believe, 
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I believe, it will appear even Mr. Grattan has not 
uniformly obſerved. My ſingle purpoſe then is 
to prove the general charges againſt the Clergy 
ill-founded, the proofs brought to ſupport them in- 
concluſive, and that the fulleſt examination of facts, 
the nature of the ſubject will afford, proves the 
direct contrary of thoſe charges, even that the ge- 
neral conduct of the Southern Clergy is juſt aud 
moderate, and merciful and praiſe-worthy. 

And this I undertake the more readily, as it is 
a queſtion not of ſpeculation, but fact; depending 
not ſo much on ſtrength of ability, as accuracy ot 
information ; the province not of that exalted and 
enlarged genius, which at one glance comprehends 
the whole of an extenſive and general ſyſtem ; but 
the more humble talent of patient accuracy, which 
collects, combines and compares the various minute 
particulars, by the calculation of which alone ſuch 
a queſtion as this can be decided. 

Having ſtated my purpoſe, I proceed to execute 
it dividing the ſubject, for the ſake of clearneſs 
and brevity, into diſtin heads. 


A VIN- 


—_— __—__ f | _ —— 


A 


VINDICATION 


SOUTHERN CLERGY, &c. 


er L 


Of the average Rates for which Tithes ſet in Munſter, 
eſpecially the diſturbed Parts of it. 


Is order to prove that the Southern Clergy, or 
their Deputics, have abuſed the powers ted 
them by law, Mr. Grattan ſtates a variety of exor- 
bitant ratages, as demanded and paid for Tithe— 
ſome in particular caſes, and others through 
whole counties.—To the latter I now confine my- 
ſelf, and undertake to prove the average ratages in 
Munſter, even in the moſt diſturbed parts, are ſo 
moderate and equitable, that they- never _ 
a 


[8] 
afford even a plauſible pretence for general cenſure; 
oppoſition or outrage. And if this point were 
proved, the general conduct and character of tlie 
Southern Clergy, would, I think, be ſufficiently 
vindicated from reproach, with every candid and 
reaſonable mind. For ſuppoſing (not granting) that 
there may have been a few inſtances of particular 
claims for tithe, whoſe exorbitance there was no cir- 
cumſtance to paliate, and no plea to juſtify ; ſurely 
inis does not impeach the general conduct, or affect 
the geueral character of the Clergy.— No. Mt. 
Grattan is too perfect a maſter of reaſoning, not 
to know, that in deciding on the character of any 
body of men, our concluſions ſhould be derived 
from the moſt extenſive view of their general con- 
duct, the nature of their ſubject will admit; and 
that concluſions ſo derived, cannot be overturned 
by a few exceptions ; and that ſuch reaſonitig is 
ſtrictly applicable to the caſe before us; ſince it 
follows with all the certainty of mathematical de- 
monſtration, that if the majority of the Clergy 
are not ſo moderate in the prices they claim, as to 
fall below the real value of the tithes fold, by a 
quantity more than ſufficient to counterbalance the 
excels of fuch prices as riſe above that value—if 
ſuch there be—the combination of all theſe claims 
would not produce 4 moderate average. 
The materials from whence my information is 
derived, are the average rates of the dioceſes of 
Caſhel and Emly, accurately collected from the 
particular returns of evety Clergyman iri theſe 
dioceſes—A ſimilar return, formed with ſimilar 
accuracy, of the dioceſe of Waterford-—The ori- 
ginal letters of all the Clergymen in the dieſes of 
Cloyne, Limerick, Ardfert, arid Agtiadoe, con- 
taining fimilar accounts, whicti I have myſelf 
combined, and annex the average rates reſulting 
from the calculation—The returns of the * 
| | 0 


ES] 


of Cork and Roſs combined into anaverage rate, with 
equal accuracy—Authentic returns of 29 of the moſt 
diſturbed pariſhes in the county of Cork and parts 
adjacent, all formed in December, 1786, and 
January, 1787. An exact account of the mode 
of valuing and the rates of tithe in the county of 
Kerry, in the year 1787, formed by a reſpecta- 
ble dignitary in that county. Theſe are my 
ſources of particular private information ; as to 
public records, I have an exact account of all the 
rates claimed for tithes for ſeveral years in the vi- 
carial court of Caſhel ; the returns of the Vicars 
General in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts of Cork and 
Cloyne ; of the average rates claimed in a ſimilar 
manner in the court of Cork for fix years previous 
to 1786, and in Cloyne for ſeveral years.— I have 
alſo had acceſs to the returns made by the referees 
under the compenſation - act to the Lord Chancel- 
lor — This information includes nearly the whole 
Province of Munſter, and all the diſturbed parts of 
it; it is therefore ſufficiently extenſive. The au- 
thenticity of the public records cannot be queſti- 
oned ; but Mr. Grattan has endeavoured to invali- 
date “ the credit due to the returns of the Clergy, 

£2 1. and 


* Vide his ſpeech, third edition, printed by Graiſbery, ſup- 
plement, page 2.—In theſe words, he Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State has produced average ratages in oppoſition 
e to theſe which on a former night I ſtated to the Houſe, he ac- 
** knowledges theſe average ratages were received from the Bi- 
„ ſhops; now though great credit i s due to ſuch teſpectable au- 
<* thority, may not they be ſuſpected of a little partiality ; per- 
<< haps theſe ratages are formed on a ſudden and imperfect enqui- 
<* ry, which ſtill further diminiſhes their weight.” The veracity 
of the Biſbops needs not to be defended againſt ſuch ſuſpicions, — 
I therefore confine myſelf to prove the accuracy of the enquiry, 
and the authenticity of the returns from whence they formed their 
ſtatement, Mr. Grattan adds, the average ratage of a — 
i . 66 


' 
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and the average rates collected from them, by in- 
ſinuating they may be partial to their own cauſe, 
and formed ſo as to place in the ſlrongeſt light their 
own moderation. To this I anſwer, that if they 
had been deſigned merely for that purpoſe, and 
collected ſince the firſt publication of Mr. Grat- 
tan's ſpeech, their authority would be at leaſt as 
valid as that of their accuſers, whoſe information 
Mr. Grattan has ſtated to the public ; for who will 
deny that the impetuous zeal of angry accuſation, 
my not be as prone to miſtake, to exaggerate, to 
miſrepreſent, as the cautious ſolicitude of ſelf-de- 
fence ; eſpecially as Mr. Grattan's informers could 
not ſuppoſe their veracity or character more im- 
mediately and deeply pledged for the truth and ac- 
curacy of their accompts, than the Clergyman who 
muſt dread the juſt reſentment of his Biſhop, 
ſhould he expoſe him by an unfounded ſtatement 
to a public refutation, diſgraceſul to himſelf, and 
injurious to the whole order. 

But to do away every ſhadow of doubt, it ap- 
pears by the time when theſe returns were made, 
and the circular letters and queries in conſequence 
of which they were made, [vide annexcd copies}, 


te bears no reſemblance to the ratage of a particular pariſh, be- 
* cauſe at beſt, the former is but conjectute, while the other is 
matter of fact.“ I apprehend that when the average rates of 
every pariſh in a dioceſe, are accurately ſtated, and combined ih 
an average for the whole, the reſult de not on conjecture, 
but mathematical certainty, and is therefore a matter of fact. 
The certainty of the conclufion may at firſt fight ſeem leſſened, 
by our not knowing the number of acres charged at each price 
combined in the average, but it is certain there is as great a chance, 
this if known, would diminiſh as increaſe the average rates, and pro- 
bably would not alter. them at all, fince the acres Charged at a 
medium rate, are every where, in all probability moſt numerous. 
The ſame difficulty alſo lies againſt the average rates of any pariſh 
or town land, eſtimated without ſuch a return of the acres, which 
t will venture to aſſert all Mr. Grattan's are. 

that 


: 


— . 


LE] 


that theſe returns were made with the moſt minute 
accuracy, at a time when the Clergy were more 
anxious to prove the damages their property had 
luffered, than to vindicate their character from 
cenſure ; for till then their characters had been 
uncenſured, except by that tumultuous outrageous 
rabble, and its abettors, whoſe evident injuſtice, 
malignity, fraud, and violence would, as the Clergy 
did at that time, {though erroneouſly) ſuppoſe, 
wholly deſtroy the credit of their teſtimony ;=At a 
time when they courted the ſcrutiny of public atten- 
tion, and were taught to prepare for encountering 
legiſlative enquiry ;—When they wiſhed to aſcertain 
their own injuries, and the injuſtice of their ene- 
mies, by ſhewing the exceſs of their own average 
rates above thoſe of the White-boys, and therefore 
every ſhilling taken off from the former would 
make the latter appear more juſt and reaſonable ; 
—Ata time when they expected (and as the com- 
penſation a& proves on good grounds) that the 
average rates they ſhould ſtate themſelves to have 
received previous to the diſturbances, would be- 
come the ſtandard to regulate what compenſation 
they ſhould obtain, and theretore every ſhilling 
taken off from them muſt diminiſh their own pro- 
fit, and their enemies loſs. In theſe circumſtances, 
regard to truth and their own character, would 
provent them from ſtating their average rates too 
igh; but ſurely their intereſt and reſentment 
king as effectually prevent their ſtating them too 
ow, 
Copy of the Circular Letter from one Southern Biſbop, 
ſent to the ſeveral Clergy, by his Regifler. 
Rev. Six, | in 
December ihe 28th, 1786. 
BY a letter laſt poſt from Dublin, I am directed 


to adviſe you to make = directly, in order to be 
if . 


laid 


8 . op Sa FER ee: 15, oe gy EIT mT” 7, Ron 


12 } 

laid before government, previous to the meeting of 
Pailiament, an exact return of the following par- 
ticulars, viz. 

iſt, The loſs you have ſuſtained during the years 
1785 and 1786. 

2d, The average rate at which the ſeveral arti- 
cles of Tithe have been valued by your proc- 
tors, employed by you in the five years preceding 
1788. | | 

zd, The average rate at which ſaid Tithes have 
been /et by you, or your proctor, in ſaid five 
years. 

4ih, The diſtance of your pariſh from a market 
or ſeaport town, together with any circumſtance 
that may account for the Tithes of your's differing 
from the rates of other pariſhes. 

sth, The average expences attending the culti- 
vation of an acre of potatoes in your pariſh, before 
it becomes titheable, including the ſum paid for 
rent, and ſpecifying the acre, whether Engliſh or 
plantation. h 

N. B. The iſt, ad, zd, and 5th heads are re- 
commended to be verified by affidavit. | 


The following query was afterwards ſent ** What 
upon an average is the quantity of the crop, and 
«© what the value of an acre of the ſeveral kinds of 
«« tifhge'in your parith, ſpecifying the weights and 
«« meaſure you ule, and whether the acre be — 
liſh or plantation meaſure.” ——Anſwers to this 
purpoſe are {wry in the letters of the Clergymen 
—— Ne" _— e of Cloyne, ad they often eſtimate 
their loſs by comparing their own a rates 
with hoſe reforided by the ſeveral White doy le- 
giſlators. And this is univerſally done in the 
dioceſes of Limerick and Ardfert.— The circular 
letters of all the Biſhops are iti all material points 
the ſame with the abe. 


” 
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The authenticity of theſe rates being proved, 
I proceed to ſtate what they are, and compare them 
with Mr. Grattan's. 


DIOCESE of WATERFORD.® 


Plantation Acre. Engliſh Acre. 
1 4. 
Potatoes 6 O — 3 
Wheat 3 — 3 12 
Barley 4. 898 2 6 
Oats 2 6 — I 9s 
Meadow 2 6 — I 92 


| 4. d. 4. * 
Potatoes 7 0 — — 
Wheat 6 6 — 7 ot 
Barley 5 9 5.4 6 
Oats _ 3 — 2 37 
Meadow 2 104 —. I 9 
Rape . 7 7 _ 4 8 
Flax 8 © — 5 0 


Ni. B. ini plantation acre is to the Engliſh as eight to V. 

. N. B. The diaceſes of Caſhel and Emly lie in the counties 
* Limerick, where the ſoil is allowed to be ſome 
of the beſt in Ireland, oo IR OO 


CORK 


[ 14 | 
CORK and ROSS, 


On an average five years preceding 1785, 
Engliſh Acre. 40 Pariſhes. 


| . 
Potatoes 6 7 
Wheat 4 6 
Barley "BS. 
Oats 2 
Meadow 1 6 Not paid in 15 pariſhes. 
Fax 6 1 Paid only in fix pariſhes. 


In the dioceſe of Cloyne, I have from the re- 
turns annexed not only the average prices of the 
tithe, but the average value of each crop, and the 
conſequent real value of its tithe ; all by the Eng- 
liſh acre, and for the ſame period. | 


Average of crop. Real tithe. ARual tithe rate. 


* & s. d. . K. 
Potatoes 5 18 119 — 6 3 
Wheat 5 10 - 10 1 5 9 
Barley $18 © - 79 49 
Oats T0 -7-.-4:y: - - 4-3 
Meadow 112 6 - - 3 2 - - 12 9 


Flax is ſo inconſiderable in its tithe, it is ſcarcely 
mentioned ; nor is rape mentioned ; tithe of turf is 
only ſtated as paid in two pariſhes out of thirty- 
ſeven. Seven pariſhes have made their returns by. 
the plantation acre, which I have annexed allo, 
reduced to the Engliſh acre, that the coincidence 
of the returns of different men, making uſe of 
different meaſures, may confirm each. 

| Tun 
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Tas RETURNS. 


Planfation acre. Engliſh acre. 
. & E 
Potatoes 8 © — 5 0 
Wheat 1 — 4 S 
Bere 6 O0 — 3 9 
Oats = 950 2 3 
Meadow 2 2 — I 42 


RETURNS from “ ten diſturbed pariſhes in the 
dioceſe of Liſmore and Cork, to queries from 
private Clergymen. 


1 4. d. 3 
Potatoes 8g 5 © - - 16 6 - - 6 10 
at $$ 0 0 - -. 10. @&:- - £2 
Bere 33 „ „ 
Oats 217 © - 3 8 - - 2 6 
Meadow 1 13 o - 3 3x- 1 6x 

DIOCESE 


_ ® The diſturbed pariſhes returned to the ſame private Cl 
men from the dioceſe of Cloyne are omitted, becauſe inclu 

in the average of that Dioceſe, —l annex two affidavits which 
further corroborate theſe returns, 


County of Mr. Thomas Martin, and Mr. William K land- 
of the 


* — applied to by the Rector of the ſaid pariſb, the Rev. 
beſt of 


the 

their judgments do ſwear, that to the beſt of their ſkill and know- | 
ledge, they believe and are convinced, that the value of potatoes 
in 


13 


DIOCESE of LIMERI CK. 
Average Tithe Rate, per 


Plantation acre. Engliſh acre- 

46 1 5. 8. 
Potatoes - 10 224 — 6 4x 
Wheat FF yh — 5 Iz. 
Bere 3 — 4 77 
Oats 4 6 boon 3 3x 
Meadow 2 10 — 1 92 
Rape 9 — 5 7s 
Flax 8 2 — 85142 


N. B. Small dues, i. e. money for ſheep and 
cows, are not paid in many places, and eccleſiaſti- 
cal fees ſcarcely any where. The county of Lime- 


in ſaid pariſh. is from about C10 to {4 per acre; of wheat from 
about fn £4 ; of barley from (4 to { 2 105, of oats from (C3 to 
{2 ; of meadow ground from {2 10s-to Z 1 per the Englith acre. 

N. B. This, on the moſt moderate computation, clear of all 
cofts ta the farmer, and there are many acres of all the above kinds 
of tiſlage in the hands of gentleman and good farmers, in ſaid 
pariſh, of greater value than the higheſt of the above rates. 


| Sworn before me this 23d day of November, 1786, 
WILLIAM KEMP. HENRY MANNIX. 
THOMAS MARTIN. 


Extrad fer an ee of Robert Barry, tithe farmer of Kilma- 
. clinem, droceſes of Cloyne, and county of Cork, fevorn before 


nn Jef of the Prece for 
_ hen 


faid comty— Jenner Stb, 1 


_ * Deponent ſtates the average rates at which the different 

titheable articles were ſet for five years preceding 1785, were 
reſpeRively as follow, by the plantation acre : | | 
iſt Quality 
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rick is the moſt fettile in Ireland. The firſt crops 
of potatoes often raiſed without any previous ma- 
mure. The crop worth from £16 to C20; other 
crops in proportion. 

In the dioceſes of Cloyne and Cork, the rates 
are ſomewhat — * than thoſe of Waterford and 


Caſhel: The different Clergymen, in replying to 
the fifth query, account for the rates of their par- 
ticular pariſhes, and the combination of their rea- 
ſons (which thoſe at all acquainted with the tate 
of the countty, will immediately diſcern are true) 
will account for this exceſs of rates in the whole 
dioceſe. | 


They 
Plantation acre. Engliſh acre. 
| s. d. s, d. 
1 Quality Potatoes 7 © — 4 44 
2d B. — 6 9 —_— 4399 
3d , — 5 8 — 8 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | 
. 1 > Eng. Acre, 
& Quali 3. d. 4. d. J. d. 4. d. 
2d Do. 6 o — 6 © — 2 6 I 9% 
3d Do. 36% —T 3% | —, 2-0 8-3 
Plantation acre. Engliſh acre, 
4 4. 4. d. 
1 Quality Meadow 4 o — 2 6 
3d Do. — 18 _—_ o 14 


And deponent further ſayeth, he believes the rates aforeſaid, 
are the ſame, or nearly the ſame, ät which tithe ſer at the 
neighbouring pariſhes, they being circumſtanced much alike, with 
reſpeQ to their diſtances from market and ſea-port towns, being 
above four miles from the former, and eighteen from the latter.” 

Ido not, à is evident, rely on thefe affidavits for a general 
average, but on the returns of the Clergy, which ſtate the value of 
the crops ſome what lower, but the tithes higher than theſe athda- 
vits 3 a further confirmation of cheit impartiality. 


D I annex 


E 


They ſtate that a number of corn mills are eſla- 
bliſned every where in the county of Cork, which 
ſorm a ready and ſure market for it. That the ſea- 
ports of Cork, Youghal, Kinſale, and Dungarvan, 
carry on a very conſiderable export corn trade, and 
that moſt of the inland towns are connected with 
theſe, either by their vicinity, or navigable rivers 
—which produces a ſimilar effect. That on the 
ſca coaſt, and near Cork eſpecially, a number of 
fiſhermen, mariners, &c. &c. are ſettled, who 
tilling nothing themſelves, depend for their ſub- 
ſiſtence on the purchaſe of tithe, which they would 
gladly take at a much higher valuation than it 
is — to the proprietor for; which contributes, 

in ſome degree, to raiſe tithe to ſomething nearer 
| its real value, than in other places. Though with 
; | all theſe advantages, it appears the average rates of 


tithes in theſe dioceſes are very littte more than 
the twentieth of the average of the crops; a cir- 
cumſtance 


annex the followirg valuation of the value of the crops in 
| the dioceſe of Cloyne, formed by moſt judicious farmers: The 
| rate of tithe is alſo annexed. In this flarement the value of the 
| crops is higher than that of the ra, 


in conſequence of the 


great allowance made to the farmer by the tithe valuators, eftimat- - 
ing the quantity of the crop. 
Engliſh acre produces. Value. 
| : £5: 
Potatoes 50 barrels at 38. per barrel 7 10 © 
Wheat 49 —— 2%. — 410 0 
Bere 10 Kilderkins, at 63. 8d. 3 6 8 
Oats 10 Do. at 58. 2 10 © 
Meadow - - 110 © 
Tithe value. Tithe rate. 
"BY" 4 4. d. 
Potatoes 15 © ſet for 6 0 
Wheat 9 0 —— 98 8 
Bere 8 — 4 0 
Oats 50 — 2 2 
Meadow 3230 — 2 © 


0] 


cumſtance which ſtrongly proves that the general 
low claims for tithes, are the reſult of moderation, 
not neceſſity ; becauſe theſe claims are found to be 
low, even where the circumſtances of the country 
preclude ſuch neceſſity; by affording a ready 
market, and a number of buyers emulous to pur- 
chaſe tithe, which ought naturally to produce a 
high price. Or if this is denied, the other fide of 
the alternative muſt be granted ; even that however 
anxious to obtain the full value of his tithes the 
Clergyman may be ſuppoſed, and however the 
concurrence of e may ſeem to favour 
his wiſhes, 2 the nature of the property, and the 
temper of the times is ſuch as neceſſarily to prevent 
him from obtaining any thing near the fall value of 
tithe, much leſs | Bu extorting above that value. 
Whichever ſide of this alternative is embraced ; 
whether the Clergy are ſuppoſed to relinquiſh their 
property from —_— or choice, to be objects of 
our pity or our praiſe, ſurely m neither caſe are 
they entitled to our cenſure or reproach. 

Mr. Grattan is ſaid to have affirmed of the 
county of Kerry,“ That if he was well informed, 
*« mercileſs rapine, and remorſeleſs peculation are 
every where to be found in it. The whole body 
of the le of that county are againſt proctors 
and tithe . ; therefore the voice of juſtice 
and the grievances of the people call loudly for 
« an act of commutation.” -I obſerve, the whole 
body of the people being againſt proctors and 
tithe farmers, is not entirely enough to prove that 
their voice is the voice of juſtice ; and that though 
they may loudly call for an act of commutation, it 
does not immediately follow, that their grievances 
really require it. Io prove theſe points, we ought 
to be convinced Mr. Grattan was well informed, 


® Vide Franklin's Report, page 29. 
D 2 | and 
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and his charge of univerſal rapine, and remorſeleſs 
peculation, as firmly founded as it is ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed. To enable the public to judge of this, I 
jubmit to them the following account of the mode 
of von. and the rates. of ſclling tithe in that 
county, formed by a reſpectable Clergyman, reſi- 
cent in the dioceſe for cighteen years, collected 
from his own experience, compared with the ac- 
counts of a very great number of Proctors and 
Clergymen in the moſt diſtant diſtricts, at a time 
when the idea of ſuch a charge, from ſuch a man 
as Mr. Grattan, was moſt remote from his thoughts, 
and conſequently more worthy of credit if it re- 
futes this charge, becauſe not formed for that 
purpoſe. | 

The mode of valuing tithes in general uſe is 
this—The valuators pace the length and breadth of 
the field, compute Ae the number of beds con- 
tained therein, and the number of * /pades to each 
bed, and according to their judgment, from the 
nature of the ſoil and appearance of the crop, 
allow a greater or leſs number of ſpades to a 3 
of potatoes, from nine up to twenty, and from 


one to four ſpades to a. ſheaf of corn, and more 


or leſs ſheafs to the peck, according to the ſpecics 
2nd goodneſs of the crop. 

The valuator having thus aſcertained the quan- 
tity cf tithe, with as much accuracy as can take 
place, where to ſurvey would not be allowed, and 


io weigh and meaſure is impoſſible—ſubmits this 


valuation or field book to the proprietor, who 
affixes to the ſeveral articles of proviſion, a price 
regulated by the medium. price of the ſeaſon, at 


A ſpade of ground is five feet three inches long, by twelve 
feet wide, in the bed and furrow. Fifty-fix ſcore of them are equal 
10 2 plantation acre, | ; 

+ For the peck of potatoes, &c. {ee the annexed certificate, 


the 
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the contiguous market town, but always conſidera- 
bly, in general one-fourth, below that price. 

Thus by the “ annexed certificate it appears, 
that in the year 1786, a remarkably cheap year, 
potatoes ſold on an average at one ſhilling and ſix- 
pence per peck; the tithe rate is ſcarcely ever more 
than one ſhilling and one penny. 

Wheat two ſhillings and eight-pence per peck, 
(though tolerable wheat is ſeldom {old for leſs than 
three ſhillings per peck, and from May to Novem- 
ber three ſhillings and ſixpence); average tithe rate 
two ſhillings. 

Tithe of bere nine-pence per peck, fifteen ſhil- 
lings per barrel ; ſells generally at eighteen or 
twenty ſhillings. 

Oats ſell for nine pence halfpenny per peck; rat- 
ed at ſixpence halfpenny. 

Flax of little account; generally rated ſo as to 
produce between ſix and ſeven ſhillings an acre; 
worth ten ſhillings. | 

Meadow two ſhillings and nine pence ; worth four 
ſhillings per acre. 


* We, the undernamed provoſt and clerk of the market of the 
town of Tralee, in the county of Kerry, do hereby certify the 
under affized prices to be the middle prices of this market for laſt 
vear, that is to lays for potatoes, wheat, barley, and oats, and alſo 


the weight of each peck. Given under our hands this 6th day of 
January, 1787. | - 
p I, 70 5 4. E 
1 Potatoes 1385 ea » price 1 k. 
2 Wheat 3 2 2 N 


3 
3 Barley 28 — — o 94 — 
4 Oats 244 — _ 0 * — 


THOMAS COLLINS, Provoſt of Tralce, 
JAMES O'BRIEN, Clerk of the Market. 


N. B. Above two pound of potatoes for a farthing, 
But 
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But not only are the tithe rates much lower 
than the market rates, but the quantity uſual- 
iy eſtimated by proctors on the acre is nearly 
on an average one-fourth leſs than the real mo- 
derate produce fold at the market. This laſt 
the Author proves by ſtating the number of ſpades 
allowed to produce a peck of each crop, in good 
middling and bad ground, calculating the value of 
the entire acre at this average tithe rate, and com- 
paring this with the real moderate value of the en- 
tire acre, at the true quantity in each fort of ground, 
and ſtriking an average on all three. To avoid te- 
diouſneſs, I only annex the real average value of 


The crop. conſequent value Real tithe, rate Ditto Eng- 
of the tithe, plant. acre. liſh acre. 


1 2 
Potatoes 8 30 - 163% 9 2 5 8&4 
Wheat 7 -. 150 8 5 o 
Here 0 -:.0::0; 1 9 
„ $0---. 0.3+:-= 3.3 - $0 
Meadow 200 40 29 - 1 8 
— 1 - 5 0'-'4 45 


By this eſtimate it will eaſily appear whether 
Mr. Grattan was ſo well informed by thoſe who 
taught him to believe the county of Kerry was an 
indiſcriminate ſcene of peculation, rapine, and in- 
juſtice. | 
i N. B. This ſtatement is confirmed by the re- 
turns of the Clergymen of the dioceſe of Ardfert 
and Aghadoe, who return not the acreable rate, 
but the rates at which the peck or barrel of each 
ſort of tithe is fold, the average of which agrees 
with that above ſtated. . 

I conclude this account of the average rates of 
the Clergy, by appealing to the teſtimony of a reſ- 
pectable layman, preſented to the public long ſince, 
the accuracy of which no one of the numerous op- 

| poſers 


[ a4 


poſers of the Clergy (Mr. Grattan's informers ex- 
cepted) has ventured to controvert, and whoſe 
coincidence with the returns of the Clergy, formed 
at ſuch different periods, and conveyed through 
ſuch different channels, muſt give to each additi- 
onal ftrength of evidence, and conciliate greater 
readineſs of belief.“ | 

Ihe clergyman, his farmer, or agent, uſually 
* lies at the mercy of the occupant; who, by giving 
the legal notices of ſetting out his tithes at times 
* which he knows muſt be inconvenient to the per- 
* ſon entitled to draw it, can always command the 
market on his own terms; and thus he commonly 
*« purchaſes his tithe by the acre or in groſs, at 
twelve months credit, and on his ſingle note, at a 
rate ſeldom exceeding the one-half, often not a- 
* mounting to the one-fourth or one eighth of the 
real value. 

* This will appear from the following calculation, 
« which I have procured from thoſe whoſe experi- 
** ence, intelligence, and integrity render them the 
*« beſt and the moſt impartial judges of this part of 
* the ſubjeR.” q 


* Vide Conſiderations on the preſent Diſturbances in the Pro- 
vince of 8 by Dominick Tast, Eſqi 3d Edition, pages 
35 and 30. | | 


* Full value of an The rates for which the clergy fell their tithes 


2528 Red x wa in general in the province of Munſter, 


* L. . 4 I. s. d. The tithes of the beſt acre of potatoes is uſual- 


Tipperaryand Limerick, andelfewhere, bro a — 
ken up for potatoes, in fingle fields, for tw | | quently for 73. 64, and very often for 58 


crops, is generally rented at from five t 
| ſeven guineas per plantation acre each year : 
and a good crop is moderately eflimated at 
from 151. to 20l.-per acre, = + at 20 © 


O 
N 
O 
O 


This is ſold uſually at 68. 78. and 58. 


An acre of wheat is ſuppoſed to be worth] at 4 © 0 14 0 ; 
A from 71. to 121, excluſive of the ſtraw, atiz © f 1x © ©o| ) This is ſold generally for 88. or thereabout. 
— An acte of barley and bere is worth —_— at 6 o © 12 o|? 6'Shillings is the uſual price demanded, of- 
to Hl, excluſive of ſtra v, at 8 0 o 16 © ten 58. 
An acre of oats is worth from zl. to * at 30 of 6 oT 2. 64. and 38. the uſual prices; for the beſt 
excluſ ve of the ſiraw, —_ at 5 0 © 10 00 33.'6d. is ſometimes demanded. 
: } x ices. N. B. 
An acte of meadow, ſuppoſing it to produce | at 3 0 © | From 23, to 3. are the uſual prices. N 
from 2 10 3 tons, at 338. 83 | at 7 0 o | — 3 No aziltment 18 paid here as in England. 


An acre of flax is computed from Kt) at 6 o © 12 © for ee the common price, and 
; , 10 % of +1. 0 «58. frequently is given, 


N. B. Five plantation acres are equal to eight Engliſh acres, 
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From this ſtatement, it alſo appears how little 
credit Mr. Grattan ſhould have paid to thoſe who 
informed him, that in many inſtances the tithes of 
the farms amounted to the rack rent of the land- 
lord ; for it appears that the maia rent paid for po- 
tatoc ground which is thus well prepared for the 
ſucceeding crops, and hence is beneficial to the 
landlord, is not leſs than fix pounds, and eight ſhil- 
lings the main rate of tithe, one-third leſs than the 
tenth of the rent. So that the Clergyman receives 
no recompence at all for the increaſe by the til- 
lage, though entitled by law to the tenth of the 
full produce after cultivation.—And the tithe of 
potatoes forms nearly one half of the clerical 
ſupport throughout Munſter. 

I have now proved the moderation of the average 
rates at which tithes ſet throughout Munſter, from 
the ſolemn and accurate returns of the Clergy to 
their Biſhops—evidence which may well be op- 
poſed to Mr. Grattan's ** Schedules from private 
hands, capable of being verified on oath—his 
*« tithe. proctors bills and receipts, and the multi- 
«*« tude of the affidavits in his hands,” which muſt 
be great indeed to afford a ſufficient foundation for 
computing the ratages paid for the different articles 
in. Munſter, If theſe are average ratages, becauſe 
no individual but the Clergyman can have authen- 
tic evidence of the rates paid by a whole pariſh, 
without conſulting every particular landholder in 
that pariſh, to learn from him every price he has 
paid for cach article for ſome years paſt, the 


_ affidavits neceſſary to prove this in one pariſh would 


.not be few, and for the whole province of Mun- 
ſter very voluminous indeed; nor do I believe Mr. 
Grattan will aſſert, either that his informers col- 
lected, or that he himſelf combined ſuch an un- 
wieldy maſs of evidence; therefore however ea/y 


E | 1 
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it might have been to procure a multitude of affida- 
vits, witneſſing the extortions of the Clergy in the 
South, and however worthy of implicit credit 
_ theſe affidavits may be ſuppoſed, I do not believe 
Mr. Grattan's are as yet numerous enough to prove 
any thing more than the rates pard in particular 
caſes.—Paſſing them by, therefore, as irrelevant 
to the preſent queſtion, I proceed to his other 
ſources of information. 

The firſt is the returns of perſons appointed 
ſince the commencement of the Compenſation · act. 
This would, I acknowledge, be authentic evidence, 
but is unfortunatefy;, from its nature, ill calculated 
fo prove the amount of average ratages. 

he act directs, That the - petitioner ſhall 
annex to his petition, a ſchedule of the names 
and places of abode of the ſeverat occupiers of 
land in his pariſh againſt whom he ſeeks to re- 
cover the value of the tithes of the year 1786, 
% and the total value of the tithes of the ſaid year 
** without, ſpecifying the particulars.=sThe truth of 
„ which ſchedule rs to be confirmed by affidavits, 
«« ſetting forth: That the ſums claimed are made 
«« up as near as in deponent's power, to the dif- 
*« ferent rates, per acre or otherwiſe, which have 
for three years laſt been paid.” But neither is 
it here neceſſary to ſtate what the rates per acre 
were, but merely that the prefent charges are made 
according 19 the rates charged for the three laſt years. 
—The Compenſation- act therefore does not require 
acreable returns; and it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
any man would enter into ſuch a detail, at once 
troubleſome, tedious, uſeleſs, and informal; or 
that the referees would have admitted of ſchedules 
containing ſuch details. I have examined the of- 
fice where theſe returns have been depoſited, and 
I find the ſchedules and affidavits, as far as they 
could be had to examine, conformable to > —q 
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act, and am informed they are every where ſo, 
without any trace of acreable returns, except in 
one inſtance of a return from Limerick, which 
contains an account of acreable charges, but only 
deduced from the claims of one, or at the utmoſt 
two gentlemen ; for the ſchedules of the county 
at large, I am informed, are according to the act. 

Mr. Grattan ſtates other acreable returns from 
Cork. The returns from the county are not acre- 
able, as I find from inſpection of many, but con- 
formable to the al. Theſe particular returns, I 
have not been able to trace out, but ſure | am they 
are not average returns, nor does Mr. Grattan ſtate 
them as ſuch. | 

The returns of perſons appointed ſince the Com- 
penſation - act, give therefore no account of the 
average acreable rates in Munſter, and of the par- 
ticular acreable rates in very few inſtances. 

And to Mr. Grattan's evidence in this reſpect, [ 
oppoſe that of the Prime Serjeant, who declared in 
the Houſe of Commons, in the debate on the Com- 
tion-bill—** That he thought it his duty to 
« inform that Houſe, that he tried all the claims 
1% for tithe of 1786, made by civil bills under the 
«« Compenſation-at, throughout Munſter; and 
„that in No ONE INSTANCE did the defendant ob- 
« 8 to the prices charged for tithe.” 

hat Mr. Grattan meant by reprehending the 

Prime Serjeant for acting thus as a judge and wit- 
neſs, I did not clearly underſtand, but do not think 
it ſufficient to invalidate a teſtimony as authentic 
in itſelf, as it was honourable for the Clergy of 
Munſter. 0 

Mr. Grattan ſtates extracts from the courts in 
the dioceſe of Caſhel, which he aſſerts ſupport his 
charges of oppreſſion. I obſerve Mr. Grattan 
ſhould have proved that the yalue of the crops for 


which theſe charges were made did not juſtify 
E 2 them, 
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them, beſore it could follow they were oppreſſive. 
hut theſe are particular caſes on which I 
dwell not now. On the general rates claimed in 
the Biſhops-Courts, I obſerve, that theſe, if high, 
would not invalidate the account of the- average 
ratages, from the returns of the Clergy ; becaute 
hos are not the rates at which tithe ſet to the 
roprietor, by mutual and peaceable agreement, 
5 the real value of ſubtracted or conteſted tithes, 
ſworn to in conſequence of litigation.—lIf then 
theſe values are high, and the rates of ſetting low, 
this evinces the moderation, not the oppreſſion, of 
the Clergy.—But the fact is, that even fraud or 
litigation, does not provoke the Clergyman to 
claim the full value of his tithe ; for it appears by 
the average rates ſued for in different Biſhops- 
Courts, that the prices claimed are very inferior 
to the real average value of the tithe deducible 
from preceding ſtatements. ache. oval 


AVERAGE RATES of TITHES ſued for in the 
dioceſe of Casuxl and EmLy, for ſeveral years 
preceding 1786. rr 0 2. 8 


Plantation acre. Engliſh acre. 
, 8. d. Nan W . d. 
Potatoes 8 0 — 5 0 
Wheat 8 © / — 5 O A 
Barley 6 O0 — n 
Oats 3 8 — 2 3 
Hay 2 9 — 1 85 
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In the dioceſe of CLoyne, at the Vicarial Court 
of Cloyne, for ſeveral years preceding 1786. 


Plantation acre. Engliſh acre. 
4. 4. 8 
Potatoes 10 © — 6 3 
Wheat 8 o — 83 
Barley 6 © — 3 9 
Oats 4 0 — 2 6 
Hay 3 9 — I 9x 


N. B. No other tithe but theſe were ſued for 
in the Biſhops-Court of Cloyne, but tithe of 
* turf twice. | 


« AVERAGE PRICES 3 by Petitioners 
in ſuits for prædial Tithe in the dioceſes of 
* Cork and Ross, during the fix years laſt paſt, 
extracted from the Regiſtry of the Conſiſtorial 
Court of ſaid dioceſes. 


Years. Nets | Wheat. Barley. * _ - Oats. Meadow: 


i 0, i „ee 6. 
1780 8 o & 0-8 0 222087 1 277 
, RE GP COS 
„ at; nes ts os Teo Bs gs 
„ OY. „ aeets.. 7h O04 oo HAR. 
n r 2 10 
„„ BESET 048 

Plantation acre. E 

$813 4 411 5 4 27 2 
"74 | 


2 Engliſh acre. 
/ tbe. 
| N. B. The 


* 


[ 30 | 


N. B. The variation of the prices in the dif- 
<< ferent years, ariſes from the circumſtances and 
* ſituations of the pariſhes where the tithes were 
*+« ſubtracted, as well as from the fluctuating price 
of potatoes, corn and hay,” 


The preceding ſtatement of the rates in the 
dioceſes of Cloyne, Cork, and Limerick, is of the 
more importance, to enable us to decide whether 
the rates in the diſturbed parijbes in the South, are 
as Mr. Grattan ſtates them, viz. 


"OY 
Wheat from 12 to 20 per acre ; it is not ſtated 
| Potatoes 8 to 19 whether Engliſh or 


Barley 9 to 13 Plantation 
_—_ SS... - | 
Meadow < 4 to 7 
Flax - 11 to 15 
For a little! 
Garden 19 


Becauſe the returns ** theſe dioceſes are cer - 


— 4 Y the af difturbid partſbes ; as is 
owed by, melanchol 3 of the Cler- 
oa or of the farty-e our r Flerg men who have 
— returns from the dioce 2 Abby 4: Fo, te 
others in che? adjacent n moſt diſturbed pari ſhes, as) 
thirty-three _ the dioceſe of Limerick, Ck 
are not ten who do not return their proportional 
lofs, in the year 1786, as equal to one 2 of their 
whole incomes much the greater number highe: 
—and many at a!moſt the entire; and I underſtand 
they have proved their loſſes, and will be — 
u recompence under _ on mrs | 


a" 111 Adfert have, be 
ſuffered Loſſes as great ; but 1 could not diſcover as accurately 
Wele p0.onio: aal lots. | 


198 1 


Mr. Grattan alſo ſtates, that in the county of 
Cork, the ratages, that is as the ſenſe requires, 
the average ratages are: 


& 


Potatoes 16 © per acre ; not ſpecified whe- 
Wheat 16 o ther Engliſh or Plantation. 


Barley 9g 9g 
Oats 8 o 
Meadow 6 © 


Now the dioceſes of Cork and Cloyne include 
nearly the whole of the county of Cork ; the 
average ratages of theſe dioceſes, collected with 
accuracy from the higheſt authority, have been 
ſtated, and very different are they from the ratages 
of the Right Honourable Gentleman—his infor- 
mation, therefore, on this point, may well be 
queſtioned. | 

I obſerve further on the rates of the dioceſe of 
Cloyne, that if they are exact, Mr. Grattan ſhould 
queſtion the authority which informed him, “ the 
«« ® average rates of the dioceſe of Chefler were eight 
» ſhillings an acre /e/5 than the average rate of the 
*« dioceſe of Cloyne,” as it appears the rate of that 
dioceſe does not amount to more than eight ſhillings 
in any one article, and on the whole is little more 
than four. It follows, the rate in Cheſter, for the 
moſt valuable tithe, amounts to jaſt nothing ; and 
on the entire is four ſhillings per acre Jeſs than 
nothing.—The authority that proves this, ſeems 
therefore to prove too much. And to confirm this, 
I ſlate that of a reſpectable beneficed Clergyman 
in the dioceſe of Cheſter, who has returned to an 
eminent Prelate in this kingdom, the following as 


* Vide Graiſbery's 3d edition, Supplement, page 6 and 7. 
an 
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an authentic account of the rates uſed throughout 
that dioceſe. n FR 

He ſtates the Cheſhire acre to be to the ſtatute, 
as 64 to 305, and the rates as follow: 


Nearly per Eng- Average 


ſ N 181 liſh acre. per Eng. 
WOES, . . 

Wheat 12 to 30 6 o to 15 o 10 6 
Bere 10 to 22 g OW'1L e 0 
Peas, Beans, Vetches, &c. as Bere 8-0 
Oats + #7to16 3 6 0 8 o 5 9 
Hay Graſs 4 to 10 & 11 2 ow 3 6 3 9 


It appears then the average rates per acre, are 
on the whole nearly double thoſe in the dioceſes 


of Cloyne; which are not greater than the loweſt 


rates in the dioceſe of Cheſter. - 


Mr. Grattan contrafts the prices he ſtates as paid 


in one part of the South as above, and in the 


'county of Cork ; and ſtill higher ratages in other 


pariſhes with thoſe paid in Ulſter, and other parts 


of the kingdom; and concludes, that rouge the 


whole kingdom, the tithing is on an average, 


one 


third leſs than that charged in Munſter. 


Now I obſerve, granting theſe rates to have been 


really paid where Mr. Grattan ſtates them to have 


$ 


been paid, he would not thence conclude theſe 


were the 2 rates throughout Munſter ; and 
that it ſeems - 

ratages of particular parts of Munſter, ſelected 
as extraordinary and exceſſive, with the average 


omewhat inaccurate, to compare 


rates of the other counties and : provinces, and 


thence conclude'of their comparative exorbitance 


or moderation on the whole. 
One copy. has it but one-third of the charges in Munſter. I 
chooſe the ml moderate aſſertion. | 
= Further ; 
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Further; no one can deny that where an eſta⸗ 
bliſhed uſage has entirely freed a certain article, 
as in the preſent inſtance, potatoes and flax, from 
any charge, or reduced it to a fixed ſum, the Clergy 
ſo far as affected by that uſage, are not free 
agents ; and conſequently the comparative mode- 
ration or exorbitance of their charges can be 
Judged of fairly only by comparing thoſe charges 
on ſuch articles as are on neither ſide affected by 
ſuch uſage. Now Mr. Grattan ſtates the average 
* price charged for wheat tithe, in the counties of 
« Kildare, Dublin, “ the King's County, and the 
Province of Connaught to be 6s. per acre ;—mea- 
* do in the county of Kildare, 28. 6d. ; and in the 
«« reſt equally reaſonable; oats and barley in the 
* ſame proportion. Compare theſe with the ave- 
rage rates on the ſame articles proved to take place 
in Munſter, and it appears, that if the acre meant 
is the Engliſh, they appear equal to the rates in 
the dioceſes of Cloyne, Cork, and Limerick, 
greater than thoſe of Waterford and Caſhel ; if 
the plantation, ſomewhat leſs than the former, 
but equal to the latter lu neither caſe + one-third 
leſs than the rates throughout Munſter, rather 
nearly equal to them. — The Southern Clergy, 

þ F a thereſore, 


* I find by n authentic return of the average rate of tithe in 
fix pariſbes united in the vicarage of Fereal, in the King's County, 
that beſides the tithe of wheat, bere; ofts and meadow, flax in 
that county is tithed 78. the plantation acre ; ſheep and lambs 3d. 
each ; milch cows 4d. ; and a ſhilling for each houſe; probably 
as a compoſition for eccleſiaſtical fees z now theſe laſt charges are 
by no means univerſal in Munſter,— There is therefore reaſon to 
ſuſpect that on a minute enquiry, the diſparity of the burthen of 
tithe in theſe counties and Munſter, would be leſs than at firſt 
Appears. | * 


I am confirmed in this opinion by the following authentic 
- ntcount of the average price of tithes in the dioceſe of Tuam. 
| Oats, 
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refore, ſtand acquitted of extortion and exor- 
tance, as fully as the Northern, and indeed, if 
otherwiſe, it would be very unaccountable. 

I add, it is well known, that the Northern Clergy 
are, if not more numerous in proportion to « 4 
extent of the country, and one with another rather 
better benzficed than thoſe of the South, yet cer- 
tainly not lets fo ;—they have therefore not been 
leſs ſucceſsful in providing for their own intereſt 
than the Southern Clergy. | 

I do not, however, deny that the Northern pea- 
ſant pays leſs in proportion to his tillage, than the 
Southern, And I think it appears that the rates 
in the South are very much Ps the real value 
of the tenth, indeed little more than half. There- 
fore when Mr. Grattan aſlerts, either the Clergy, 
** where the rates are lower, have been gioſsly 
*« cheated of their juſt dues, or in the other parts 
*« the diſparity of ratage or over-charge muſt be 
"0 N exaction upon, and wicked oppreſſion 
of the people: Reaſon muſt force us to deny 
the latter, and to affirm rather, that the ratages 
* are too low in the North than too high in the 
„South.“ Whether Mr. Grattan. will accede to 


D 
Oste, per acre — 0 4 0 
Wheat — — 0 
Bere — — 9 0 
Flax — — 0 7 © 
Hay; where paid — 0 3 0 
Sheep, per huudred — 1 2 9 
Lambs, every tenth — oO 2 
Small dues, where paid, per houſe © 1 © 


1 am not certain whether the acre is F or Engliſh, 1 
rather ſuppoſe the former. Compare theſe with the rates in the 
d. oceſe of Caſhel and Emly, and Waterford, in page 13, and it 
- appears they rather exceed than fall ſhort of them, 

this 
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this opinion or not, it ſeems deducible from his 
own poſitions, compared with the ſtate of facts. 

If therefore Mr. Grattan's project of putting 
„ the Provinces on a level,” ſhould ever be carried 
into execution, the only way juſtice ſeems to 
warrant, by raiſing the rates and revenues of the 
Northern Clergy, they muſt confeſs themſelves 
much indebred to Mr. Grattan for firſt ſuggeſting 
the idea. . 

Such is the authentic ſtatement of the average 
rates in Munſter, exactiy calculated from returns 
moſt accurately made by men of a profeſſion and 
character, which gives the ſtrongeſt weight to their 
aflertion ; who muſt, from their general ſituation, 
know the facts moſt accurately; and from the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of the caſe, muſt have been 
tempted rather to raiſe their rates above, than ſink 
them below the truth. And theſe aſſertions con- 
firmed, in many inſtances, 'by the affidayits of 
credible men, exactly informed of the ſubject. 

It appears from this ſtatement, that comparing 
the price of the tithe with the real value of the 
crop, it in no one county or dioceſe ſet for near 
the real value of the tenth of that crop; in gene- 
ral, even where the rates are higheſt, for little 
more than the twentieth; in many places much 
below it; thus confirming the aſſertion of the 
Biſhop of Cloyne, “ That the Clergyman does 
 **£ conſtantly allow the farmer a very conſiderable 
* profit, frequently, I might ſay generally, ex- 
« ceeding his own income.” If then to ſell at 
half price is exaction, the Clergy are exactors; if 
to ſurrender half of their incomes to the tenaciouſ- 
neſs of the rich, or the neceſſities of the poor be 


# Vide his Pamphlet, gth edition, page 43: 


F 2 | rapacit y 
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rapacity, the Clergy are rapacious.If ſuch con · 
duct is ſufficient to originate tumults, juſtify out- 
rage, rouſe the cenſure of the juſt, the indignation 
of the public ſpirited, and the oppoſition of the 
virtuous—there can be no meaning in words - no 
virtue in juſtice, and no reality in truth—and 
we muſt have recourſe to the abolition of all diſ- 
tinctions of rank, diſtributions of property, and 
forms of government, to free us from the cryin 
injuſtice, and intolerable oppreſſion of law, an 
order, and rule. If this be fo, the Clergy 
may ſee their character and property ſink in the 
univerſal wreck, and feel ſome conſolation at hay- 
ing afforded an origin and pretext to ſo bleſſed a 
revolution. I 
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Of the exorbitant Riſe of Ratages, ſaid io have taken 
Place in Munſier. 


Th E evidence adduced to prove the exceſſive 
riſe of ratages for tithe, which Mr. Grattan thinks 
are“ ** encroachments, and ſuch encroachments as 
will juſtify the diſcontents of the people,” —is 
ſcattered ſo through his ſpeech, that to give it its - 
juſt weight we muſt collect and concenter it— 
1 He aſſerts that the rate of tithing through the 
* whole nation, is on an average one-third leſs 
*« thar that charged in Munſter, the conſequence 
** of which has been, that while the livings in the 
ther parts of the kingdom have riſen in an ho- 
* neſt gradation as the country improved in wealth, 
in the South they have riſen as the people ſunk 
in poverty and depreflion.” —Granting his aſſer- 
tion, the conſequence does not ſeem to follow, 
except Mr. Grattan could prove the rates for tithe, 
and the articles tithed, had been within theſe very 
few years the ſame throughout the kingdom, and 
that an unjuſt and exceſſive riſe of rates, and novel 
claims for tithe taking place in Munſter alone, 
had on a ſudden produced the riſe of livings in that 
country.—This he has not, and I think cannot 
prove, for it appears from the moſt exact informa- 
tion, that in articles unaffected by any uſage, the 
ratages throughout Munſter are at preſent nearly 
equal to thoſe ſtated by Mr. Grattan as prevailing 


* Vide Graiſbery's copy, page 163 3d Edition. 
+ Vide Ditto 15. ; 
| through, 
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through the other provinces ; the difference there- 
fore muſt ariſe chiefly from the difference of po- 
tatoes and flax tithe; and I believe there is no 
man now alive old enough to remember the firſt 
introduction of theſe tithes in Munſter ; the pre- 
ſent generation of Clergymen at leaſt,, muſt there- 
fore ſtand acquitted of encroachment —This muſt 
alſo leſſen the probability of the laſt part of Mr. 
Grattan's aſſertion, in itſelf ſufficiently paradoxi- 
cal; for if the rates of tithe in Munſter are not 
kigher in proportion to thoſe elſewhere now, than 
thirty years ago, their riſe in Munſter cannot have 
been higher in proportion than elſewhere, and the 
confequent riſe of livings muſt have been propor- 
tioned not leſs in Munſter, than every where elſe, 
to the increaſing wealth and population and tillage 
of the country.—A poſition fo probable in theory, 
we may well ſuppoſe it conformable to fact; nor 
does the power and influence of the Proteſtant 
Clergy in the South, or the timid unreſiſting tem- 
per of the Peaſantry, appear ſo evident as to war- 

rant a contrary opinion. | 
The next evidence of the riſe of ratages is in 
page 27, © where the ſubſtance of the affidavits 
„Mr. Grattan referred to is ſaid to have proved 
* that the ratages had conſiderably encreaſed for 
* the laſt twenty years. By the allegations ſworn 
tio in the county of Cork, the ratages had en- 
« creaſed in potatoes five ſhillings per acre, wheat 
four ſhillings ; oars two ſhillings ; barley two 
* ſhillings ; there was alſo a rife of every thing 
*«.clſe in the ſame proportion: he produced the 
** authority of the decrees of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court, to prove there had been a progreſſive 
© encreaſe in the years 1771, 1773, 1774, 1775, 

vide Graiſbery's copr, page 7. 

B ; ce 1778, 
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« 1778, &c. up to the preſent time, and he again 
* noticed the prodigious increaſe of livings in. the 
*« courſe of a few years.—We are alſo told in page 
* 29, * that amongſt thoſe places where the huſ- 
© bandmen wade to cultivation through bogs and 
* moraſſes, labouring to reclaim watery ſpaces and 
*« diſmal voids, the ratages of tithes have ri- 
*« ſen in theſe identical places, in a gradation of 
* two, three, and four-fold.” And the fourth ak 
legation affirms, That in certain pariſhes in the 
* South; the ratages for tithe have of late years 
«« greatly and rapidly increaſed, in ſo much that 
« certain livings in the courſe of a few years have 
* increaſed three, four, or five fold. | 
And in oppoſition to the Secretary of State's 
« afſertion, that tithes have not been raiſed in 
*«« their value for the laſt twenty or thirty years in 
* the dioceſe of Cork and Roſs—he ſays he will 
„ ſhew that in ſome of the moſt moderate they 
have riſen from four or five ſhillings, wheat and 
potatoes to ſeven or eight ſhillings.” | 
This mals of evidence, clear aud ſtrong as it may 
ſeem, is not ſo convincing as to leave no room for 
enquiry and hefitation—We may doubt whether 
any affidavits could be found to prove tlie riſe of 
ratages through the whole county of Cork to be five 
ſhillings an acre for wheat and potatoes, &c. be- 
cauſe if we compare theſe with the average rates 
proved to take place now. through the county of 
Cork, and ſuppoſe the addition of five ſhillings 
r acre, &c. in the laſt twenty years, if the acre 
is the Engliſh, the tithe -before that period muſt 
have been in ſome articles nothing, in the reſt little 
better than nothing ; if the plantation, not abſolute- 
ly nothing, but ſo very inconſiderable that we can 


* Vide Graifbery's copy, page 29. ; 
ſcarce 
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fearce conceive the Clergy could have exiſted twen- 
ty years ago on ſuch a pittance, eſpecially if we 
take into account the very ſmall quantity of tillage 
then in the country I conclude therefore much 
higher rates for tithe were moſt probably in uſe 
twenty years ago, than this ſtatement could admit 
of, and conſequently the general encreaſe ſhould 
ſeem much leſs than Mr, Grattan's affidavits would 
prove it. | me 

Let us however give the moſt implicit credit to 
Mr. Grattan's aſlertion, that he could obtain ſuch 
affidavits {which 1 believe is fat from impoſſible), 
and to the affidavits themſelves, ſhould ſuch be 
procured ; yet it may well be doubted whether 
they can extend to prove more than the riſe of ra- 
tages in ſome particular farms or town-lands, or 
at the very utmoſt ſingle pariſhes. ProQtors, tithe- 
farmers, of parfons, might indeed be able to know 
and fwear to the riſe of rates in their own pariſhes, 
but fure | am Mr. Grattan, relied not on their au- 
hority, and for other men to diſcover accurately and 
recollect clearly all the ratages for every titheable 
article in each farm, or town-land of a whole pariſh, 
much more of a whole county, as they ſtood twen- 
ty years ago, and compare them fo exactly with 
the ſimilar ratages in the fame places as they now 
ſtand, as to be able to ſwear to the difference of 
acreable charges, on the whole, ſeems to require 
ſuch a tenacious memory, and ſuch a comprehen- 
ſive ſwearing capacity, as ſeldom are found in com- 
mon men. Mr. Grattan muſt therefore, have eol- 
lected an immenſe number of common affidavits, 
or been very fortunate in his ſelection of uncom- 
mon ones, to find in them adequate proof of fo 
: extenſive a concluſion as they are. faid to have 
| evinced But though I have endeavourcd to pro- 
1 Gure as extenſive information as poſſible, and have 
| not 


— 


n DE: 
not been able to diſcover WP inſtance conformable 
| 


to theſe affidavits, I yet will not be raſh enough 
nearly to deny they may have proved ſuch a 
_ riſe of ratages, in ſome 2 wer caſes. But 
ſure I am, from the preſent ſtate of ratages, col- 
lected from exact information,- the average en- 
creaſe through any entire county, dioceſe, or 
pore, if any there has been, can be but very 
[mall indeed; and that in very few pariſhes only, 
but certainly not throughout any dioteſe or 
county. | : | 28 
The next woe of evidente is found in the 
decrees of the Biſhop's Coutt, It muſt here be 
repeated, that if theſe did prove a high progreſſive 
increaſe in the ary claimed for ſubtracted of 
litigated tithe, this would hot prove an equal in- 
creaſe in the rates they ſet for by mutual and 
ble agreement, but only the progreſſive 
increaſe in the real value of the tithes ; becauſe 
the ptices ſued for ſometimes are, arid always 
inight be, equal to that value; the rates they 
for always fall vety ſhort of it. ua wat 
If then; it ſhould appear by theſe decrees, that 
the real value of tithes increaſes in a high pro- 
portion, ſo that it now very much exceeds: the 
28 rates of ſettirig tithe; it follows, the 
Clergy have not encroached on the rights of pro- 
perty of the people:=Thas the high rates 'in 
he Biſhops Coutts would be an evidence, not of 
the increaſing rates received by the Clergy, but bf 
theit right to demand ſuch encreaſe, and contraſt- 
ed with the low prices tithe ſet for, would evinte 
their moderation, not their rapacity ; their' conti- 
nued forbeatante, not their continued encroach- 
ment. It would therefore ſetve to juſtify, not to 
criminate the Clergy, ſhould I grant the riſe of 
ratages from the Wr 4 the Biſhops OY — 
b f 0 1708 by 4 . | is 
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high as Mr. Grattan ſtates it—But I will not facri- 
Hee truth to argument ; I believe the Clergy are 
in moſt caſes ſatisfied with receiving, even aſter li- 
tigation, rather the rates they uſually ſet their 
tithes for, than thoſe the real value of ſuch tithes 
might in ſtrict juſtice entitle them to claim; and 
that, though fame may expoſe the folly, and pu- 
niſh the rapacity of avaricious litigation, by in- 
creaſing their original claims, they are generally 
anxious only to efcape ſuch oppoſilion, by merely 
enforcing them. —tt this be bo, we, vughtto find 
amongſt the. rates ſued for, ſome particular ones 
very much higher than any uſual rates of ſetting 
tithe; but the average of all the former would not 
exceed that of the latter in near fo great a propor- 


tion, and the progreſſive increaſe in the average 


chims ſued for, would be proportioned to the 
milat increafe in the general price of tithes, and 
therefore neither rapid nor exorbitant. —Conform- 
ably io this, we. find from the authentic, account 
above ſtated, of the average of claims in the Vicari- 
al. Court of Cloyne,: fir each fix years, preceding 
783, that they had, in that time jnerealed, if at 
all. wery inconſiderably. Nor have they had a 
more rapid increaſe in the dioceſe of Ca 1, for 
the laſt eighteen years, and in both though higher 
than the average rates of ſeiting tithe in the ame 
dioceſc, they are yet ſo low 25 utterly to diſcoua- 
tenan e and confute all charges of exorditance and 
exaction.— This coincidence of reaſoning and facts 
may ev ince more ſtrongly the juſtice of the former, 
and,authenticity of the latter ; and from this view 
of the nature of the xlaims in the Biltiops Courts, 
ve may reconcile this ſtatement with Mr. Graitan's 
inform tion, ſuppoſing it to be true in each parti- 
cCular inſtance aſledged, but conſiſting of only. ꝓar- 
ticular inſtance—not the average of all the claims 
for the ſucceſſive years—for his informers —_— 
* 
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eaſily have ſelected caſes in ſucceſſive years riſing 
above each other in the amount of their claims, 
dy a rapid and exorbitant gradation, and ſtated 

em as clearly proving a fimilar general rife of 
ratages; while Mr. Grattan's zeal to diſcover and 
difplay the grievances of the ny N might haye 


prevented him from attending to the inaccuracy of * 
the reaſoning ; and as he ſeems not to have diſtin- 
guiſhed between the general rates of ſetting tithe, 
and the prices claimed for it after litigation, he 
might have overlooked the not more obvious dif- 
tinction between the progreffive riſe in claims of par- 
ticular caſes, and in the average reſulting from the 
combination of all, though the latter E could 
rove the general concluſion deduced lt is to 
be lamented, his haſty view and confequent inac- 
cutacy in both cafes, ſhould have led him to re- 
preſent the claims of the Clergy as exorbitant, and 
their conduct culpable. This tendency alone in- 
duced me to dwell on them, though with reluct- 
ance, for no friend to the national character of 
Ireland, for maſterly eloquence, can take pride in 
dwelling on the inaccuracies of Mr. Grattan. 
Ihe other facts Mr. Grattan ſtates to prove an 
exorbitant riſe of ratages, are the riſe of ratages 
in lands reclaimed from barrenneſs, and the ra- 
pid riſe of livings.— For the firſt, it ſeem obivous 
that in ſuch grounds a riſe of ratages muſt take 
place rather than any where elfe—Barren lands 
can pay no tithe—they muſt be reclaimed by til- 
lage, and therefore at the firſt outſet became tithe- 
able, continued induftry doubles and trebles the 
value of the ſucceſſive crops, and conſequently of 
the ſucceſſive tithes. Is the Clergyman then blam- 
able for demanding a ſimilar rife of ratages for his 
tithe, if his firſt demand was moderate, and each 
increaſing demand preſerves equal moderation? 
Will Mr, Grattan accuſe => landlord of I 
m . — 
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for doubling or trebling the rent of ſuch improved 
land after the firſt leaſe is expired? Or will he ſay, 
the Clergyman ſhould in juſtice give up his tithe 
to pay for the improvement of all the barren land 
belonging to every Squire in the pariſh, to the 
t diminution, e ly the utter annihi lation of 
33 income, ſince the farmer while he is re- 
claiming barren land, will turn to graſs, which 
Pays no tithe, the land he otherwiſe would have 
tilled. In doing this, he might be generous, but 
for nat doing it, it is ſomewhat ſevere to term him 
unjuſt. I conclude, therefore, the riſe of tithe and 
ratage in reclaimed grounds, is natural, neceſſary, 
juſt, except where the amount of the ratage is ex- 
orbitant, and there ſeems no reaſon to ſuſpect the 
ratages of tithe in reclaimed grounds ſhould be in 
neral more exorbitant than Mowhere=—M r. Grat- 
tan indeed ſtates exorbitant rates to have been paid 
in ſych grounds in terms that leave jt doubifu 
whether the aſſertion is meant as general, or only a 
— 1 * of particular facts; if the former, it pro- 
bly is not founded on more authentic or exact 
infarmation than his other general ſtatements which 
have before endeavoured to overthrow.—lf the 
latter, it 1s not concluſive to eſtabliſh a general 
Fharge, and ſuch only I here am anxious to confute. 
e riſe of livings Mr. Grattan ſeems to have 
thought, muſt neceſlarily proceed ſolely from the 
riſe of tithe rates, and therefore deciſively prove it. 
Yet the former ſeems wholly diſtin from the lat- 
ter, and eaſy to be accounted for without it. The 
riſe of livings depends not fo much on the riſe of 
tithe rates, as on the encreaſe of population, wealth, 
and tillage, in the country—Any very conſiderable 
riſe of tithe rates muſt be difficult and invidious, and 
therefore probably local and temporary; while the 
latter — muſt operate univerſally, conſtantly, 
- by pF. "$583 ; . „ * equitably, 


L 45 1 

equitably and filently—and in this country, of late 
years eſpecially, muſt have been rapid and exten- 
ſive in their influence. | 

Within theſe few years, the various exertions 
* and bounties wiſely held out by the legiſlature” 
—the land-carriage bounty, operating in the moſt 
remote [rovinces ;—the well directed rewards for 
agriculture, diſtributed by the Dublin Society 
the erection of numerous diſtilleries and “ corn- 
mills ;—and above all, the activity of uaſhackled 
commerce — have rouſed a ſpirit of induſtry, exer- 
tion, and enterprize, till - lately unknown to this 
country -a ſpirit that in the North has chiefly . 
operated by encreaſing our linen trade-;—in the 
South, by increaſing the tillage of the country, 
which within theſe Bow years has more than dou- 
bled or trebled, in ſo much that, as Mr. Grattan 
truiy ſtates, ** inſtead of being a country that had 
„ occaſion for foreign ſupplies, we have become 
* an export country of grain.” F And thus there 
muſt have been a great and rapid increaſe in the 
quantity of tillage, and conlequently of tithe, 
within theſe few years, abundantly ſufficient to 
produce a riſe in the value of livings, without our 


In one of the livings Mr. Grattan is thought to have alluded 
to, as having riſen to nearly double irs value, in che courſe of 
twenty-ſeven years ; this was cauſed by the increaſe of tilla 
in conſequence of the erection of a corn-mill—the rates having 
been preſerved unaltered. 

+ And in the ſtill more particular and ſtrong affertion of the 
Speaker, in the debate on reducing the intereſt of money, in 
* 1774» you had not bread to feed yourſelves ; you now export to 
« the value of . 400, oco per annum ”—The tithe of this would 
be ſ. 40, ooo per annum; the twentieth. £.20,000,—I much doubt 
- whether, if all the riſe on all the livings in the whole kingdom 
fince, 1774, was calculated, it would amount to half this twenti- 
eth, much leſs the tenth : And Mr. Grattan muſt prove it exceeds 
that tenth, before it follows the Clergy are exorbitant, 
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baving recourſe, like Mr. Grattan, to the encroach · 
ment of the Clergy as its caule—a charge impro- 
bable in theory, and it appears re t to fact 
for if the preceding account of the average tithe 
rates in Munſter is well founded, they are now not 
only very much inferior to the real value of the 
tithe, but remarkably moderate; thereſgre I con- 
conclude the general riſe of thoſe rates has neither 
been exorbitant or unjuſt. Mr. Grattan muſt 
falſify my evidence, and prove my ſtatements ill- 
founded, before he can overturn this cuncluſion; 1 
reſt therefore ſecure of its ſtability. | 

But having proved there has been no general ex-; 
orbitant or unjuſt riſe of ratages, and that the 
evidence (if aſſertion can be called evidence) 
which Mr. Grattan has brought to prave this is 
inconcluſive, | will not go fo far as to lay there has 
been no riſe of ratage at all, in L 
inftance, in any particular place; for though l am 
confident ſuch increaſe of ratage, bas happened 
but in very few inſtances, if in any, it is not ne- 
erſſary to the defence of the Clergy, that it ſhould 
not generally have taken place. I might grant that 
in the moſt moderate pariſhes, the rates of tithes 
have riſen, within the laſt twenty or thirty years, 
very confiderably, and yet ftill contend that theſe 
are not only comparatively, but abſolutely mode- 
rate parifhes; that ſuch a rife is not only juſt, but 
neceſſary Has not the value of money diminiſh- 
td conſiderably during that period? Has not the 
acreable rentage of land enereaſed confideraþly ?— 
Has not the price of almoſt every neceſſary of life 


Tze bill introduced this ſeſſion, to lower the intereſt of mo- 
ney, and the arguments advanced to ſupport it, prove this dimi- 
nution of the value of money. The tentage of Ireland is thoug bt 
to have nearly douhled within theſe laſt thirty years. | 
| encreaſed 
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encreufrd alſo conſileribly ?-And if fo, are the 
'Clergy alone to be excluded from alt tife 4 in their 
revenues, arid obliged to ſubmit to a continued 
encreafe of their expences—thns growing in 
pevory, as the nation grows in wealth, and ſinking 
Into miſery as every rank of men rifes l uffluence 
and caſe. | This were ſevere ——_— I preſume 
Mr. Grattan does not mean this, though his argu- 
= requires, and his, ſpeech" certainly tends 'to 
it. 

The Cletgy then are ſtricthy j juſtifred in revaly- 
img a riſe of tage fot tirhe,' proportioned tothe 
Gecteaſing vatue of ctotey, and itnereaſing price 
of the decke of Hfe and rent of land. =_ 
the preſent low fates of the prove that — —ꝙ 
mnotTaifed their pticrs in, Sy any means, fo high 
a Profertign- any, where ; and it is incontrovertibly 
true, that in 'r6ft' Plares the r . of tithe have 
not varied for he (ft e en ee It . 
they are not encfoicticrs | oſs!” or opprel- 
ſors of the poor; and” dan ii the riſe of livings 
'the South, 'as bes Vell as the North of Peha, hits 
followed chat honeſt 'gradation” which is pro- 
portioned 0 the progreſs of general population, 
tillage and wealth. 

Had Mr. Grattan been diſpoſed to liſten to any 
other complaints than thoſe of the, peaſantty in the 
South, or had he obtained an impartial account gf 
the ſtate of fats there, he would haveifound thiat ini 
many places uſages are eſtabliſhed, wes revent 
the rates of tithes from riſing at all.—“ That in 
moſt where no ſuch uſages were eſtabliſhed, the 
Clergy have not raiſed them.—That itis ſo common 
a 1 for every incumbent to retain the rates 


1 Th — gas of the county of Clare, I am well in- 
formed, potatoe gardens, however large, pay but 6d. each. 
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of his predeceſſor; that when the, contrary happeng, 
it is 2 1's objected to, generally ey 
;often refilted ;- though at the expiration of a long 
eaſe in land, a conſiderable riſe in rent is always 
.demanded” without ſcruple, and paid without 
murmur. That in many places, even previous 
-to the diſturbances, the people had encroached 
very conſiderably on the rights of the Clergy, 
even in the county of Kerry (that ſcene of pecy- 
lation and rapine, to uſe Mr. Grattan's expreſſions) 
they have within theſe laſt ſeven years, deprived 
them of lamb and milch money, and of their ec- 
cleſiaſtical dues, altogether amounting, as I am 
. well informed. to nearly one - eighth of their whole 
incomes; that eccleſiaſtical dues are ꝰ demanded in 
rery few places, though payable every where by 
' or, Proj i iger = amt ponent os | 
Such are the.“ en n ts of the Clergy, 
fufficient to juſtify the diſcoftents of the people; 
ſuch are, the. ſources. of Jamentation and outcry, 
and cenſure and complaint. Such are the chief 
grounds on which Mr. Grattan thinks it juſt fill 
y to limit the claims, and diniiniſh the reve- 
nues of the Clergy. Others however remain, 
hich I proceed to examine. Fo WP 


* 


99 
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* i 01 0:59 i hah 
1 find ſpreril/Clergymen in the dioceſe of Cloyne declare, 
[they uniformly give up the fmall dues to ſuch as will conſent to 
tali the great'Gthes; iich! 10 Ba 
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Of the al Demands for Ti the, ſaid to be made 
y il by the A Clergy. 


I N Ms Grattan's ſpeech, as reported by one, * 
we hear it aſſerted, . that tithes of a particular na- 
< ture, unſanctioned by law, were levied on the 
* poor in the South ; he lamented their inability 
1 * 1 them, arid reproached i in terms of-ardent 
10 gnation, that ſpirit of peculation and rapine, 
** which brought down miſery and famine on ſuch 
a uſeful body of men; and immediately after, 
* when theſe demands are oppoſed; litigation en- 
* ſues, and often the paſtor, tithe-proftor, and 
ce tithe-fatmer, with every miſchief in their train, 
© unite go bring down on the loweſt and moſt uſe· 
N ful of the community, accumulated ruin.“ 
And in the other copy 2 after ſtating what thoſe 
illegal demands were, Mr. Grattan triumphantly 
allerts, © either you muſt deny the fact, which is 
too notorious to admit of do 5 77 either you muſt 
cc „ juſtify it, which is utterly impoſlible, and the 
idea ſhocking to humanity ; or you muſt 

1 admit the abfolute neceſſity of an immediate en- 
„dir. We ſhould naturally * to prove 


me” Vide Fiadin's tepore; page 4 | 
+ Vide Graiſbery's report, page g. 3d edition, 
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ſuch dreadful effects had taken place, and to evince 
ſo deciſively the neceſſity of a general enquiry ; 
that we ſhould be preſented with a catalogue of il- 
legal demands, numerous, univerſal, exorbitant 
and unjufl—and may be ſomewhat ſurprized to find 
this dreadful array, ſhrink on cloſe inſpection into 
a ® ſingle demand, the tithe of turf, and its aſſoci- 
ate, the tithe of fur ze. A. 

Mr. Grattan aſſerts the I tithe of turf is illegal. — 
This I deny, and I ſupport myſelf on the autho- 
rity of the Lord Chancellor, who, in a cauſe tried 
in the month of laſt February, decided that turf is 
not titheable except where immemoriat uſage 
is proved to the ſatisfaction of a jury,” —Where 
ſuch uſage can be proved, it is therefore tithrable 


® In Mr. Franklin's copy, page 17, it is ſtated that tithe of 
turf, Po rarozs, and ſmoke money are levied contrary to law. 
Alt is impoſſible to beheve Mr. Grattan aſſerted this of pota- 
toes but it is to be lamented his not publiſhing his real ſpeecte 
ſhould leave room for an aſſertion to be ſuppoſed bis, which ma 
rouſe the peafantry to refuſe a tithe, the non 67 (or 'of which 
would at one blow deprive the Southern Clergy of near half their 
revenues. So cafy and dangerous is miſrepreſentation on this 
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t Mr. Grattan fpeaks much of a commutation of the tithe of 
turf for a ſmoke tax, and of the proctors as' the collectors of 
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among the common people in the North. Mr. Grattan ys, 


confound theſe taxes together. 
only a commutation for tithe of turf, eſtabiiſhed by afage; and 
proves more ſtrongly the previous uſage of turf tie. 
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of common law. And I aſſert it is on this ground 
it has been claimed and received by the Southern 
Clergy in the very few'places where it is paid, and 
the aſſortion is confirmed from obſerving that in 
the Vicarial Court of Cloyne for ſeveral years pre- 
ceding 1786, no tithe of turf had been conteſted 
but F twice, which proves either tithe of turf was 
not claimed in that dioceſe, or not diſputed as ſup- 
22 by immemorial uſage. Nor is there the 

adow of probability the caſe is different in other 
dioceſes. In the Court of Caſhel I do not find any 
ſuit for tithe of turf has been carried on for the laſt 
_ years; and I am well informed it is no 
where paid in that extenſive dioceſe. In the coun- 
ty of Kerry alſo, I am well informed, tithe of turf 
is no where paid, and if no encroachments in this 
reſpe& have been made in that ſcene of 
peculation and rapine,” we may preſume they 
have not been made any where elſe. There are 
alſo, as I am informed, very few pariſhes in the 
county of Limerick or Cork, where ſuch tithe is 
paid—in ſome I know eit is, but on a claim ſup- 
ported by immemorial uſage; I think it therefore 
probable of all. | 

And Mr. Grattan's aſſertion ** that tithe of turf 
has been farmed, and for it poor wretches have 
** been thrown into priſon,” rather confirms than 
invalidates this aſſertion, as it ſhews the proprietor 
offered that tithe to ſale as confidently, found 2 
purchaſer for it as readily, and urged the legal 
claim for it with as much ſucceſs, as for any 
other ; circumſtances which tend ſtrongly to ſhew 
the claim was as generally acknowledged, and 


+ In one of theſe the Defendant ſuffered himſelf to be excom- 
municated for contempt in not appearing.— ln the other the Promo- 
vent exhibited a libel, and took no further ſteps. 


# Vide Mr. Grattan's ſpeech as above, 
H 2 firmly 
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firmly founded, as that of any other tithe; which 
it could only be on immemorial ufage, generally 
acknowledged and clearly proved —And' whe 
ſuch uſage prevails, are the Clergy, Who avai 
themſclyes of it, culpable ?—Shall an eſtabliſhed 
uſage be ſufficient to aboliſh tithe of potatoes in 
whole provinces—to limit the tithe of flax—though 
the letter of the law gives a right to them every 
where ? and ſhall it not be ſufficient to eftabliſh an 
inconſiderable tithe in a few pariſhes ?—Shall it 
eſtabliſh the tithe of tin in Cornwall, and not be 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh that of turf in Ireland ?— 
Are uſages ſacred only when operating againſt, 
and deſpicable only when operating for, the Clergy? 
—Are they bound to obſerve fuch uſages when 
unfayourable, and unjuſt in continuing them when 
the contrary ?——ls this reaſon, or juſtice, or law? 
If ſo, the property of the Iriſh Clergy is inſecure 
indeed Jo ſtate ſuch principles is ſufficient to 
confute them: 1 dwell on them no longer, but 
conclude this head with obſerving, that if the in- 
duſtry of Mr. Grattan's informers could not. ſelect 
any inſtance, but this one, where the demands of 
the Clergy are not juſtified by the ſtrict letter of 
the law; and if the higheſt legal authority declares 
this article 1s titheable of common law, (as well as 
every law book extant on the ſubject) the Southern 
Clergy muſt ſtand fully acquitted of illegal de- 
mands._— Further, it this article is paid very 
rarely, and where paid cannot be conſidered either 
as a chief ſupport to the Clergy, or burthen on 
the poor, it is ſomewbar extraordinary Mr. Grattan 
ſhould place it at the head of his liſt of clerical op- 
preſſions, and ſomewhat to be lamented he ſhould 
repreſent it in ſuch hjdcous colouring, and of ſuch 
extenſive W 
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Having defended the Clergy againſt the chargg 
of illegal demands, I go further, and aſſert they 
have *relinquiſhed many demands, ftrialy legal; 
whether of neceſſity or choice, the charge of en- 
croachment is equally refuted, and the reproach 
attending it equally unjuſt. I ſupport myſelf in 
this aſſertion by the public teſtimony of a man of 
information and veracity, a layman and a lawyer, 
delivered before Mr. Grattan's ſpeech, and uncon- 
tradicted by it, and therefore more valid as a con- 
futation of the charge it contains, * 

The Clergy of Ireland, juſtified by law in 
**« demanding and taking the tenth of all predial 
and mixed products of the earth and of cattle, 
* and of the clear profits of all trades and induſ- 
« try, have, in all parts of the kingdom, either 
*« declined to demand, or been unjuſtly deprived 
of the tithe of a great number of thoſe articles 
* to which they are by law entitled; perſonal 
„ tithes, one great component part of the reve- 
** nues of the ancient Chriſtian Clergy, are now, 
in practice, unknown in Ireland by the modera- 
tion of the preſent Clergy ; many products of 
* the earth and of animals, titheable in their own 
* nature of common right, and titheable by the 
* modern daily practice of England, are never de- 
*« manded, either in kind or compoſition, in lre- 
land; an Engliſh tithing-table contains almoſt 
every article of the longeſt ſeedman's catalogue, 
and many products of an animal nature; it in- 
«© Eludes every thing which grows in fields or in 
gardens, even green -houſe plants and pine- 
apples; woods under twenty years growth, and 


*. Vide Mr. Trant's Conſiderations on the Diſturbances in the 
province of Munſter, 3d edition, p. 32, 33. 
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even ancient woods, if of a ſpecies not uſually 
« denominated ſimber; honey, fiſh, rabbits, eggs, 
fruits, beans, peas, mills, orchards, and nume- 
% rous other articles, are daily tithed in kind 
0 through all England; agiſtment of cattle forms 
«« a great part of the Engliſh Clergyman's income: 
% here thoſe ſeveral articles, and many more, are 
«« abſolutely unproductive to the Iriſh Clergyman, 
„ and, of the benefit of the agiſtment-tithe he has 
« for a long time been moſt impoliticly deprived, 
« in the moſt extraordinary and unconſtitutional 

* manner.” | : F 
With this authentic evidence, 1 beg leave to 
contraſt a ſtatement of what Mr. Grattan terms fo 
weighty a grieyance, as of itſelf ſhould indicate 
the neceſſity of a ſpeedy regulation.——* That 
„the demand of one tenth is a grievance every 
% one will admit, it is a truiſm beyond diſpute. 
«© —— But when the one tenth is demanded, 
«« if you calculate juſtly, what with the labour, 
„and all the certain and incidental expences of 
cultivation, it amounts at leaſt to a demand of 
* one ſixth, that is one ſixth of the whole pro- 
* duce of the kingdom, would fall to the ſhare 
* of eight or nine hundred individuals; while 
1% for the remainder of three million, would be 
left only the remaining five parts, a grievance 
* fo monſtrous, as Prima Facie, to ſpeak for it- 
„ ſelf. (Aud how have we eſcaped it, bear Mr. 
1% Gratian But it will be objected that the de- 
* mand of the full tenth is not made; for that 
« very reaſon a regulation is ator te are the 
« Clergy ſo diſtinguiſhed for meekneſs, modera- 
% tion, and a contempt f the goods of this 
« world, that you can with ſafety or prudence 
+ ſuffer the proſperity of the ſubject to hinge 
i ; | 50 on 
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ortieth, . I verily 
think they may be truſted with any thing But 
I will not compliment them at the expence of 
truth—One third of the tithe of the kingdom 
has been veſted ſince the Revolution, in lay 
hands; and the remainder has been ſo effec- 
tually curtailed by the obſtinacy of avarice, the 
ſubtilty of fraud, and the uſurpations of injuſtice, 
that Mr. Grattan need make no new regulati- 
ons to guard againſt this ſo much dreaded grie- 
Vance. Robbed of the tithe of agiſtment 
throughout the whole kingdom, and reſtricted 
through three provinces to the tithe of corn, 
with the addition of meadow; and flax in ſome 
few places, and in Munſter of potatoes, yet 
on the whole rather poorer there than in the 
North; compelled within theſe few laſt years, 
almoſt every where in Munſter, to relinquiſh 
their ſmall dues; claiming the tithes of not 
half the articles titheable in England, and by 
long ufage, ſetting this for little more than half 
its value; there is little danger of their ever 
claiming or obtaining one ſixth of the whole pro- 
duce of the kingdom. They have indeed been 
very moderate wherever they had any thing to con- 
cede; but ſuch conceſſions ſeem now nearly at an 
end. The people therefore cannot hope much 
from their further encreaſing generoſity, but ſurely 


* Vide Franklin's Report, page 39. 
OL Iſdery's Ditto, page 34. 
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they have little teafoti to complaiti of their f pre- 
ſent claims, or dread their future encroachments. 
What purpoſe then can it ſetve to hold forth ſuch 
imaginary terrofs to the public; but to render the 
claims of the Clergy inore generally formidable, 
and therefore rank 2 nerally: odious; a 7 at 
this time, perhaps omewh at unneceſſ⸗ 

ſomew Hat unwife. 
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of the various Abuſes in the Mode of valuing and col- 
| lefling Tithe, ſaid to prevail in Munſter. 


Tur chief of theſe Mr. Grattan ſums up in 
the following ſtrong terms. F—** The ſyſtem that 
* has been purſued in the South; ſeems to have 
had in view the very laſt penny of the miſera- 
„ ble cottager.—What with over-rated valuation 
„what with tithing articles, not juſtly titheable 
* —what with charging for more acres than were 
under the crop hat with eſtimating the ratage 
* of tithe from the quantity of land, and not from 
* the produce of the crop—and what with the 
* exaction of proctorage fees—one rapacious ſyſ- 
*« tem or code was formed, which bound down 
*« the peaſant to diſtreſs, difficulty and exaQtion.” _ 

The charges of exceſſive ratage, and of illegal 
demands for tithe, have been conſidered, I 
truſt fully refuted, in ſections the 1ſt and 3d. 

The next accuſation, that of charging (as Mr. 
Grattan terms him) ** the innocent and unſuſ- 
«« petting huſbandman for more acres than he 
« really poſſeſſes,” is of a ſomewhat improbable 
nature. It ſeems ſtrange the huſbandman ſhould 
not ſuſpect how many acres he pays rent for gene- 
rally per acre ; or what proportion of theſe he has 


®* Vide Franklin's Report, page 19. 
+ Vide Gtaiſbery's Report, page 22. 
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had the labour and expence of cultivating ; at 
leaſt this ſeems utterly impoſſible, if applied to 
thoſe ** miſerable cottagers” on whom Mr. Grattan 
ſtates theſe exactions are practiſed. lt is incredible 
they ſhould not know the exact extent of their 
ſingle acre or half acre] of potatoes, corn, or hay; 
and it is obvious, that though the Clergyman would 
probably not be informed by the landlord, who 
generally poſſeſſes a ſurvey already made, and 
would certainly not be allowed to make an actual 
. furvey, ſhould. he ſuſpect the proctor had charged 
leſs than the true quantity of land, both theſe 
modes are open 10 4. ſhould he ſuſpect 
the contrary.— Thus 'over-charge on the part of 
the Parſon is improbable, becauſe its detection 
. would be eaſy and certain, while he generally has 
no means of diſcovering or correcting any under- 
charge. And ſo far from being culpable for valu- 
ing without ſurvey, is neceſſitated to do fo, as he 
could not venture to attempt a ſurvey of any one 
tithe, much leſs of his whole pariſh, without ex- 
poſing himſelf to general cenſure and odium, 
obviouſly becauſe ſuch a ſurvey muſt very conſi- 
derably increaſe the charge on the landholder, 
who is univerſally, conſtantly, and largely favour- 
ed in the meaſurement of the ground; ſince the 
valuators who muſt be ready to ſwear to the 
number of acres without actual ſurvey, if averſe 
to perjury-or ſenſible of ſhame, the conſequence 
of any falſification of their eſtimate, muſt be 
' cautious to ſtate it evidently below, rather than 
above the truth.—And this practice, whoſe origin 
is thus eaſily accounted for, is now confirmed by 
long and general uſage, as I collect from the 
teſtimony of a number of Clergymen in the 
dioceſes of Cloyne, Limerick, and Ardfert, who 
in their returns to their reſpective Biſhops, ſtate 


I as a fact, univerſal and well known.—Mr. Grat- 
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tan, I know, ſtates that he has. aftidavits which, 
by compariſon of the proctors receipts, and the 
ſurvey of the land which had been ſworn to, fal- 
ſify the proctor's gſtimates. Granting there may 
have been ſome inſtances of ſuch raſhly intrepi 
fal ſehood, the eaſe and certainty of the detection 
prove 4 impoſſible ſuch a practice ſhould generally 
revail. ä | | 
- The truth of this ſtatement [ am further con- 
firmed in by the teſtimony of a number of Clergy- 
men of long experience, who aſſert that it is an 
| uſual mode 7 proctors, to make (as the 
«« term. it) all the acres of a large tillage fiel 
«« good;” that is, to diminiſh the number of acres, 
if the crop is at pore and charge the whole at 
a medium rate ; that if they are, as Mr. Grat- 
tan ſeems to e them to be, unjuſt flewards, 
but yet wiſe in their own generation, they may, and 
often do, thus ingratiate themſelves with the far- 
mers, by diminiſhing the number of acres, and 
yet preſerve the appearance of fidelity to the 
Parſon, by ſeeming to value at high rates ; and 
as ſuch rates are generally reduced by the libera- 
lity of the Paſtor, and pertinacity of the farmer, 
it is evident how much this proceeding muſt ope- 
rate in favour of the peaſant. Thus it appears 
that whether we ſuppoſe tithe valuators honeſt or 
diſhoneſt, the general overcharge of acres is con- 
trary to reaſon, probability, and fact. | 
Phe next charge “ ſeems to be either that the 
Clergy rate the tithe, merely from the quantity of 
| 4 n. e 


This charge does not ſeem to be clearly ſtated in either copy g 
in that printed by Graiſbery, p. 18 and 19, we are told in one 
paragraph, ** that the valuatot views the premiſes when the crop 
«© is green, or when the field is red; in the one caſe it is evident 
* he cannot value with ſufficient precifion, in the other he 3 
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the land, or that they eſtimate the quantity of the 
crop on inſufficient grounds, from the partial cal- 
culation of their proctors, viewing it when the 
round is red, or the crop green, and without 
urvey, weight, or meaſure.—f anſwer, they al- 
ways charge an acreable rate, regulated by the 
quantity each particular acre is computed to pro- 
duce ; which is evidently the moſt 'equitable mode. 
For this computation they muſt rely on their 
proctors and valuators, becauſe they have no 
o her mode of aſcertaining 1 
theſe muſt neceſſarily be employed by and conſe- 
quently dependent on them; but to counteract any | 
partiality which might ariſe from this cauſe, theſe 
valuators are often ſworn to deal fairly between 
the Clergyman and his pariſhioners, and always 
* 6 0 1 0 Y n nr muſt 
| 1M 
value with any certainty at all; he therefore adually gueſſes 
* at the quantity of land, and the produce of. the crop, without 
„ ſurvey, without weight, without meaſure.” This ſeems equi- 
valent to the accuſation of ** eſtimating the ratage of the cithe 
« from the quantity of the land, not the produce of the crop.” 
— But immediately after the Clergy are accuſed of '** calcu- 
_ *© [ating the number of barrels or ſtones the acre may contain, from 
*< their own ſuperficial or partial viewe, or the extraordinary and 
*« partial eſlimate of their proctors. The true ground of accu- 
ſation here ſeems to be the too minute attention to, and calcula- 
tion of, the produce, without ſufficient means of eſtimating it. * 
And in Mr. Franklin's Report, p. 19 and 21, after what is 
flared as above, follows—** This minute diviſion into barrels and 
„ ſtones, is an ingenious but exceptionable device to accumulate 
* exaRiions on the poor. Thus if the Clergy eſtimate ** by 
the quantity of the land, not the produce of tae crop, they _ 
are unjuſt ;—if by barrels and ſtones, ** it is a mode of proceeding 
* like an apothecary or tailor's bill, crowded with little dirty 
items, to ſwell an exorbitant account.“ The : conduQ of 
the Clergy muſt fare but ill judged of by ſuch rules as theſe. — 
But I attribute not theſe inconſiſtencies to Mr. Grattan; I only 
lament he has not, by ſtating his own ſentiments in his own words, 
precluded all doubt and difficulty. I have endeavoured to ſtate 
2 charge as fairly and fully as I could and ſo ſtated to con- 
ute it. 9 | | 
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muſt be ready to ſwear to the quantity and value of 
each particular tithe, ſhould it be conteſted, which 
it probably will be, if rated too high, This muſt 
certainly make them cautious not to exceed the 
truth; and the mode they are obliged ro adopt in 
forming their eſtimate will probably make them 
fall much below it.—lt is evidently impoſſible for 
the Clergyman to weigh or meaſure the entire of 
any man's tillage, and thence calculate exactly the 
amount of his tithe; and if poſſible, would cer- 
tainly not be allowed : for not doing this, there- 
fore, neither the Clergyman nor his valuators are 
culpable. But equity requires that they ſhould ap- 
proach preciſion as near as the caſe will admit—For 
this purpoſe the valuators pace the fields, and view 
accurately the crop, not when © it is green, or the 
«© ground red,” but in the months of May, June, 
and July, when it is nearly mature; and the tithe 
ſetting ſeldom commences till the month of Au- 
guſt, when the farmer may generally aſcertain to 
a certainty the quantity of produce, and therefore 
can eaſily detect and expoſe any over- charge, but 
ſcarcely will be confcientious enough to acknow- 
ledge and correct any under-charge. This uncer- 
tainty, therefore, muſt operate in favour of the 
landholder ; and if the valuator has any fear of 
guilt or ſhame, muſt induce him to ſecure himſelt 
Pom both, by taking care to eſtimate the quantity 
of produce much below, rather than equal to, or 
above its full amount. — And this probable theory 
is confirmed by fact, for it appears from the teſti- 
mony of the Clergymen, in their letters to their 
Biſhops, and particularly from the authentic ſtate- 
ment of the rates and mode of valuing tithe in the 
county of Kerry (where Mr. Grattan would leaſt 
of all ſuppoſe the rates moderate) that the acreable 
produce, calculated by the proctors, is very con- 
. ſiderably 
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ſiderably leſs than the real produce; and the rate 
charged for their quantity is very conſiderably in- 
ferior io the medium market rate. If this be 
ſo the Clergy muſt be acquitted of injuſtice or 
oppreſſion on this article of Mr. Grattan's aceuſa- 
tion. 5 

I be next article, the exaction of proctorage fees, 
is much dwelt on.— We are told that ſome- 
* times one, and more frequently two ſhillings in 
the pound. are charged by the proctors on the 
% poor for their trouble in collecting tithe, thus 
«« with as much temerity claiming one tenth of the 
*« produce of the land for their flagitious exaction, 
„ as their maſters the Clergy with piety do for 
their ſpiritual fervices. I inſiſt on it, the Cler- 
Ke 7 might . 2 juſtice, and 1 more 
„ humanity, oblige the poor peaſantry to ſupport 
« their coachmen, their hutlers, or any 9 
their domeſtics, as to oblige them to ſupport 
* their proctors. -—— The juſtice of this accuſa- 
tion, and the accuracy of the reaſoning, will eaſily 
appear by ſtati 


a parallel cafe. If a lord 
vete to propoſe ſetting his ground for twenty ſhil- 
lings per acre, and add ** you muſt alſo pay m 

agent two ſhillings in the pound additional,” 
how would this differ from a, demand of twenty- 
two tbillings per acre. . And would Mr. Grattan 
accuſe the landlord of exaction, or deem the ten- 
ant accepting ſuch. an offer, inhumanly oppreſſed ? 
Would he not confider theſe additional two ſhillings 
as paid really by the landlord, though nominally 
by the tenant ? And the latter as paying nothing 
more than what the value of the land made it his 
igtereſt to agree to. And are not the Clergyman 


„vide Graiſbery's Report, page 11. 
| . and 
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and the land-holder in preciſely the ſame ſituation 
with reſpect to proctorage fees? Every peaſant is 
appriſed he is to pay theſe, and muſt therefore in- 
clude them in the price of his tithe, and offer for 
ir ſo much the leſs 1 But fays Mr. Grattan, I 
can adduce inftances where the ratages are high, 
and in addition to the Parſon's exorbitance is the 
«© proctors demand of two ſhillings in the pound 
for his trouble, thus making a ratage of exceſs 
* and uncharitableneſs.Inſtances may perhaps, 
be 'adduced, where the Parſon is exorbitant, tht 
Proctor uncharitable, and at the ſame time the pea- 
ſant too ignorant of the quantity of his own tithe, 
to know its true value, or too liberal to confine 
himſelf to it. But I will venture to aſſert theſe caſes 
are very rare and veiy extraordinary: and I annex 
the average rates of the dioceſe of Cloyne, the deareſt 
of the South, increaſed at the rate of two ſhillings in 
the pound (though the proctorage 1s often but one, 
and often nothing) and compared with the average 
yalue of the crop, and let the public judge whe- 


t In this reſpeR it appears Proctotage fees a ſtipulated and de- 
terminate ſum, ſeems lefs oppreflive than the clauſe univerſally 
inſerted in all leafes for land, which binds the tenant to pay in 
addition to the rent agreed on, and the preſent taxes“ all fu- 
ture public charges and taxes, to which that land may become 
, ſubjeQ to,“ thus binding him to a rent abſolutely indeter- 
miĩnate. We may add the ceſſes for roads, &c. are chiefly for the 
benefic of the ſame landlords who receive the original tent. 
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ther thus increafed; they are ratages of exreſs or 

wncharitableneſs.* 1 
The natural reaſon why this mode of paying 
their proctors has been adopted by Clergymen, 
is not only that it proportions their payment to the 
quantity of tithe they muſt value, and conſequent- 
ly to their trouble, but that the proctor has ſo ma- 
ny temptations and opportunities to cheat his em- 
loyer, in colluſion with the farmers, who would 
— very willing to allow him five ſhillings for 
cheating the parſon twenty ſhillings in their fa- 
vour, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome 
check on his ſelf-intereſt, by connecting his and 
the Clergyman's profit in 1 together; 
and I believe notwithſtanding this precaution, it 
would be found on a cloſe enquiry that the Clergy 
are defrauded by their managers of a much greater 
Proportion of their property, than any other claſs 

of men 1n the kingdom. | 
There are other charges ſeattered through Mr. 
Grattan's ſpeech which 1 proceed to collect and 
conſider. He ſays, II wiſh to make the Houſe 
_** ſenſible of the injuſtice of the parſon claiming 
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„ market, when he is only entitled to à field 
* price. Gentlemen will obſerve that the market 
«« price is formed after all allowances not only for 
«« digging and drawing; as in the caſe of potatoes, 
** but for cleaning where made.“ The exact 
ſtatement as to this particular is, that the parſon, 
by the uſage of this country, is entitled to the 
corn and hay, ready cut and ſaved for uſe—But is 
obliged to dig the potatoes For hay then he is en- 
titled to what it would ſell for on the field perfect- 
ly fayed ; now I underſtand that meadows are va- 
lued as they land, and for the price they would 
ſell for thus ſtanding, which is evidently leſs thati 
the field price, Whether this be the caſe or not, 
the conftant exceſs of the market rate above the 
tithe, is abundantly ſufficient to pay for the trou- 
ble of drawing the hay to the next market-town, 
the only deduction the Clergyman is by riglit ſub- 
ject to=As to corn the calculation for tithe is in- 
deed by barrels, which appeats to include threſh- 
ing and cleaning; but it ſhould he conſidered, the 
Clergyman gives up his tenth of the ſtraw, which 
is known by all farmers to pay abundantly for both 
the former The rate is alſo conſtantly leſs than the 
market rate. | 
As to potatoes, the quantity calculated on the 
acte is ſo muth below the tenth, and the tithe 
rate ſo much below the market tate, that I vemure 
to aſſert there are few inſtances where the tithe 
when dug for the Cletgyman, does not produce 
double the uſual tithe rate it would have been ſet 
for And indeed the almoſt utter impracticability 
of procuring labourers to dig the tithe potatoes of 
a whole pariſh, or any very conſiderable portion 
of it ; and the odium that would atrend ſuch an 
attempt, unite 4n+proviftg that a large allowance 
for digging muſt ever be neceſſary, and that it al- 
1 ways 
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ways has been made. It appears therefore, that 
in every ſpecies of tithe, an abundant allowance 
has ever been made by the Clergymen for the dif- 
terence between the field and market price, as Mr. 

Grattan very reaſonably judges, conformable to 
equity; and probably his informers ſtating, **. that 
in many. caſes they did not do this,” might have 
alledged the form of their eſtimates, which run, — 
* ſo many barrels worth fo much,” as a proof of 
their claiming the market price, as at firſt ſight 
ſeems tofollow; and Mr. Grattan, unacquainted with 
the circumſtaaces | have ſtated, been unable to de- 
te the ien n +... i * 

Mr. Gratian is next repreſented ® © as ſtating va- 
** rjous decrees for tithe in the year 1783, and 
« afſerting from this ſtatement nothing is more 
obvious than that the Clergy and their proctors 
had ſet ſorth a plenty produce, and thereto an- 
* nexed a famine price, availing themſelves of a 
*« famine, which was unchriſtian and uncharitable, 
* and making plenty itſelf the ſcourge of the 
«« poor.” — And the other copy I ſtates the ſame 
thing as in too many caſes, the deed of the proc- 
tor. Nov, here | am forced to repeat what has 
been already tog often repeated, but unavoidab] 2 ne- 
ceſſary to combat the repeated inaccuracy of Mr. 

Grattan's reaſoning, that theſe decrers are no proof 
at all that either the Clergy. or their proQors ** had 
** ſet forth a plenty produce, and. to it annexed a 
** famine price,” in their original offer to the pea- 
fant of a mutual and peaceable agreement, but mere- 
ly that two witneſſes had ſworn to this value of the 
tithes before the court, and their evidence not be- 


» Vide Franklin's Report, page 23. 
t Vide. Graiſbery's Report, page 21. 
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ing overturned, the court was obliged to decree 
according t6 ſuch evidence — ſecundum allegata & 
probata.— lt follows therefore, either the witneſſes 
were perjured, or the real value of the tithe muſt 
amount (at leaſt) to this ſum.—But neither do 
theſe decrees prove the peaſant ever paid theſe ra- 
tages; becauſe the Clergyman, though empowered 
by law to levy the full rate allowed by the decree, 
does moſt frequently reduce the rate to very nearly 
the common ſtandard. —Thus much for the par- 
ticular caſes, as to the general principle that it is 
unchriſtian and uncharitable in the Clergyman to 
avail himſelf of famine by charging in à year of 
famine, a more than uſually high price, from the 
unuſual dearneſs of the markets, and annexing it 
to a plenty produce, when ſuch a one is found in 
a ſeaſon of general ſcarcity——To me this ſeems 
very juſt and reaſonable What? ja ſuch a year muſt 
the Clergyman alone buy dear, and fell cheap— 
undergo a double famine, by recewing the ſmall 
quantity of a year of famine, and the ſmall price 
of à year of plenty. If this were eftabliſhed it 
might be difficult for other men 'to ſurvive ſuch 
ſeaſons, but for the Clergy it muſt be miracu- 
ſous. Ph 

But ſays Mr. Grattan, “ ! in ſuch years the poor 
% againſt whom thoſe decrees are iſſued, ſhould be 
*« the object of charity, not of exaQion.” — And 
'does Mr. Grattan think the Clergy are leſs chari- 
table in proportion to their incomes than other 
men? am ſure he does not—And I will venture 
to afſert, that in ſuch years of ſore diſtreſs, and 
univerſal calamity, they have been every where ſo 
moderate in their demands, patient in their for- 


# Vide Graiſbery's Report, page 21, | 
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bearance, warm in their compaſſion, and liberal in 
their relief, as ſhould procure for them, I will not 

ſay praiſe, but certainly freedom from reproach. 
But if they wiſhed to be charitable, it is obvious 
they ſhould endeavour to keep ſomething. to be- 
ſlow, and poſſibly they might dirett their bounty 
better, by conferring it on ſuch as had aathing, than 
by reſigning their tithe to thoſe already in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the remaining nine parts. —However this 
be, their conduct in this reſpect ſeems a ſubject 
not well adapted to parliamentary diſcuſſion, or le- 
giſlative enquiry —Mr. Grattan may form laws to 
make the Clergy poor, but ſcarcely to make them 
charitable Acts of Parliament are but awkard per- 
ſuaſwes to alms-giving, and compulſion a clumſy 
mode of exciting pity, or diffuſing benevolence.— 
A ſimilar charge © is made as to potatoes, which 
Mr. Grattan aſſerts ſhould be rated not accord- 
** ing to the quantum, but by the very poor con- 
dition of the peaſant, and the ratage ſhould al- 
* ways have in confideration the very low price of 
labour As to the poor condition of the pea- 
fant, I am forward 1o avow, it ſhould influence 
the Clergyman to be as moderate in his claims, 
and as: indulgent in the enforcing ithom, as juſtice 
to himſelf and his ſucceſſors would allow ; and ] 
aſſert the general moderate rates charged for this 
article, pve that the Clergy are thus niolerate ; 
and the very long credit given to the peaſant (in 
proof of -which I appeal to the dates of the notes 
on which proceſſes are iſſued by the Clergy on 
different aſſizes, which will generally be found at 
Icaſt tuo gears) prove they are indulgent—But I 


* Vide Graiſh:ry's Report, page 21. | 
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add, 


[ & } 
add, Mr. Grattan cannot think the Clergy culpa- 
ble; in not giving up half their incomes without 


any cotn tion, in hope of relieving the pover- 
ty of Ae e hope very — 
As to the price of labour, obſervę the principle of 
prey FP ke laymen give no more than five 
pence per day to their workmen, therefore” the 
Clerg Ken ſhould make up this deficiency by giv- 
ing their tithe to theſe men thus ſtarving them 
ſelves, to pay the labourers of every Squire in 
their pariſhes—Bur I am ſatisfied Mr. Grattan in- 
tended not this, but probably only meant to ex- 
preſs that it were much to be wiſhed, the price of 
bour ſhould be raiſed, or the burtheris of the 
peaſant diminiſhed. —In this wiſh, I moſt ſincerel 
agree with him, and am confident the Clergy will 
be amongſt the moſt forward to concur in the for- 
mer, and moſt happy if the latter can be effected 
by any other means, than by further curtail- 
ing the quantity and weakening the ſecurity of 
— ſupport, already too narrowed and too in- 
ecure. | 
To judge whether the moderation I have aſ⸗ 
cribed to the Clergy, or that conduct Mr. Grattan 
has imputed to them, is more probable from their 
general ſituation, we muſt briefly advert to the 
nature and circumſtances of tithe property. 
Here the old argument ſo often advanced, and till 
now never contradicted, firſt preſents itſelf, ba: 
the Clergyman cannot by 1 poſſible artifice extort on 
the peaſant, becauſe if the latter thinks the price too 
dear, be 175 ſet out the tithe and pay nothing .—— 
But this Mr. Grattan denies, and he ſupports his 
denial thus: ; | 
* The —_— of tithe, I niaintain, does not 
** relieve you from uncharitable and unceriſtian 
demands. There are proveable inftances of the 
*« pariſhioner 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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«+ pariſhioner having laid out the tithe, and having 
given due and timely notice to the parſon and to 
«« the proctor to draw. They have both refuſ- 
ed, and the tithe ſo laid out has decayed on the 
« ground. After all compenſation has been de- 
creed by the Eccleſiaſtical Court to the Parſon. 
ln other caſes, although the tithe has been 
laid out, and a ſecurity offered that neither the 
1 proctor nor ſervants of the parſon ſhould be in- 
«« jured, they have refuſed to draw the tithe, and 
% compenſation has been decreed to the Clergy 
« by the Eccleſiaſtical Court. In other caſes the 
© pariſhioners have propoſed to draw the tithe 
* laid out, for hire; and in ſome without any 
« hire at all. But theſe propoſals have been re- 
« fuſed, and compenſation decreed by the Eccle- 
«« ſaſtical Court! I have in my hand a letter from 
« a reſpectable pariſhioner on the ſubject. It is 
directed to the Clergyman of his dioceſe, and is 
* conceived in theſe terms; , _ 
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deem it highly proper to give you early 
notice of my intention of laying out your tithe. 
I requeſt, if convenient, you will be ſo good as 
to ſend and have it drawn away. If however, 
„ jt will be attended with any inconvenience, I 
**<, ſhall, if ,agreeable, draw it with my own ſer- 
« vants and horſes.” a 


_ _«« Friendly and candid as this is, it has been re- 
« fuſed. I muſt think that the Clergy loſe conſi- 
1 derably by their obſtinacy in this reſpet. Thus 
** the old and only remedy the pariſhioner had, 
having been withſtood by the law of the land, 
# the neceſſity of a new one—2 firm regulation 
GORE £6 | | „ which 


1 

&© which will obviate all occaſion for either, muſt 
* be apparent to every man of common ſenſe—of 
* common diſcretion. Wh 

I implore the Houſe not io credit every idle 
*« tale * that Rumour has ſent abroad, relative to 
«© the. people of the South. The impediments 
« ſaid to be offered to the collection of tithes; 
are rarely founded in fact. In many inſtances 
« they have not only offered no oppoſition, 
„ but have voluntarily propoſed to draw them 
« with their own cars, and their own cattle—and 
this too, free of all gratuity. Tou ſhould ra- 
ther liſten to the wailings of men, born in fla- 
«« very, and educated in captivity -The op- 
1 preſſion of tithe-farmers, and tithe-canters has 
« Jong ſince bent their necks to the yoke of obe- 
« dietice, and they frequently ſubmit to the moſt 


* 
4 
_ 


* Though this baragra is in both Reports, attributed to 
Mr. Grattan, I cannot but think it was an interpolation of lis 
firſt anonymous Reporter, and thence copied into the other re- 
port Moſt probably the Reporter knowing Mr. Grattan's cha- 
racer as an arator, and Judging invention and paradox the chief 
provinces of oratory, thought it expedient” to put in a paragraph 
{0 replete with both And | ſuppoſe Mr. Grattan would laugh 
at me; if I ſhould — _ as 2— ＋ err and 

vely quote in proof e impediments 0 to the collec 
— 2 the outrages from the public prints, and the ma- 
nifeſtos of the White Boys, and the proclamations of govern- 
ment, and the complaints of the Clergy, and the decrees of the 
Munſter Parliament, and the ſpeech from the throne, at the be- 
ginning of the ſeſſion before laſt — the addreſs of both Houſes of 
9 the clauſes of the Compenſation Ad. — This 
therefore | decline, and paſs the irony, and pathos, and vehe- 
'mence of the whole paragraph, as the happy production oi 
the ingenious Reporter, with whom I have ns concern. _ |; 
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I believe no man of ſenſe, .candour, and expe- 
ricnce in the world; ever read over theſe provegble 
inflances of Mr. Grattan's, who did not feel him» 
felf impreſſed with an irreſiſtably ſtrong ſuſpicion, 
that his informers had ſtated to him a very partial 
and defeQtive account of theſe caſes, and conceal- 

ſome circumſtances which if knoun wauld pro- 
bly al alter entirely the eoncluſions they ſeem io 


eſtabliſn. 

Ic is indeed ſo exiraordinar 1 80 15 1 5 y gre 
* candid offers ſhould be inately ref 
and ſo very evident the perſonsthus 2 wilt 
doſe very Zee a, iheit obſlinacy 
this teſpect, that at we þ nothing more 9 Ne 
matter ihan ſtom this aue we could ſcarcely 


avdid deciding, there muſt be ſome cauſe for ſuch 


obſtinacy. aad ſuch refuſal, yet 1 
which might account for them, on 

nary and kb area te Ris But fas 
Grattan, ** in theſe caſes . ation — — 

* decreed by the Eccleſiaſtical Court. „And the 


Stiballecation aſſerts, *©* there are perſons r 7 2 
4 {wear; that when.tithe Was ly pd pg legal 

% out after due notice, no 

* on the part, of the profice or or e — the 
5 Str. they ſuppoſe, of getting ſome other 
„mode of tecovery. 

Now granting compeuſation has in theſe 
cafes heen thus N and that this ſuppoſition, 
© that .the,Clergy . pected ſome other mode of 
„ recovery,” might be very fafely ſworn to (as ] 
am very confident it might) all this does not 
ſem to me io ſolve the difficulty. The decrees of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Court, prove that Jui'ges, ſworn 
to adminiſter impartial Juſtice, after ,a-, public 
trial, and examining the evidence produced by bath 


parties on oath, ſolemnly decided that the circum- 
ſtances 
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ances attending this ſetting out of the tithe, 
were ſuch as to prove it either illegal or ineffec- 
tual, and conſequently juſt and neceſſary. If then 
any credit is to be given to theſe deciſions, it tends 
ſtrongly to ſhew we do not know theſe circum- 
ſtances ſully.—l confeſs, however, if we ſuppoſe 
all the Judges in theſe caſes partial and unjuſt, fo 
as flagrantly to violate their judicial oath, and the 
witneſſes on the one fide all perjured, on the other, 
all fair and irrefutable, my argument from theſe 
deciſions fails. But though this may be a full, I 
do not think it will be univerſally admitted, as a 
ſatisſactory ſolution of the difficulty. The expec- 
tations of the miniſters and proctors, proved they 
formed a fimilar opinion, and expected, either 
from the eccleſiaſtical or ſome other Judge, ſimilar 
deciſions. Now if the tithe had been really bona 
fide ſet out and free for them, to uſe without any 
apprehenſion of oppoſition or danger, we can 
ſcarcely conceive they would refuſe to take it, and 
prefer a law ſuit, neceſſarily attended with conſide- 
. rable preſent expence, ſome delay, and great 
odium ; which could not terminate in their favour, 
except by the injuſtice of the Judge, or the per- 
jury of their'own witneſſes; and when terminating 
in their favour, could give them nothing more 
than what they already might peaceably- poſſeſs 
themſelves of. ET 1 

The expeRation of having it in their power to 
enter into ſuch a'law-ſuit, ſeems therefore not 
fully to account for their obſtinacy in refuſing 
*. ſach candid and friendly offers.“ How then is 
it to be accounted for ?—ls any man ſo ignorant 
of the tranſactions of the two laſt years, as not to 
know that notices, penned with all the accuracy 
of 'legal-preciſion,' were printed in ſome cities of 
or: | L Munſter, 


Lins 1 
Munſter, and diſtributed among the l 


* 


probably with inſtructions how to ſerve them in 
due time and due form ; and ſo general was this 
ſpirit of reſpect and affection for the laws, that 
the inhabitants of a whole pariſh would often 
combine with wonderous unantmity to obey them 
with the ſtricteſt accuracy, ſerving the Parſon 
with legal notices, all in one day, to draw the tithe 
off his whole pariſh, after a due time—forty-eight 
entire hours.—Yet, in ſuch caſes, both Parſon 
and proctor, have been ob/tinate enough to refuſe, 
and ** compenſation has been decreed by the 
«© Eccleſiaſtical Court.” 1 
In other caſes individuals ſerved equally legal 
notices, in due time and due form, and the proctor 
and Parſon, obſtinately reſuſed to attend, merely 
becauſe they could procure neither man, horſe, or 
carr to aſſiſt them; all the pariſnioners having ſo- 
lemnly ſworn not to do ſo, and being too religious 
to break ſuch oaths. Yet here too they © have been 
i decreed compenſation by the Eccleſiaſtical Court.“ 
| In other caſes they have refuſed, though they 
had ſervants, horſes, and carrs of their own, 
merely becauſe theſe ſervants were cowards enough 
to refuſe running the hazard of being flead, or 
buried alive, or having their ears cropped, by the 
guardians or executioners of Captain Right's laws. 
—And where neither combination, nor oaths, nor 
terror prevented the drawing the tithe, I have 
known inſtances where ſuch offers haye been re- 
fuſed, becauſe attended with certain conditions, 
and made under ſuch circumſtances as would alter 
the eſtabliſhed uſage, by introducing ſuch a new 
mode of. laying out tithe, as the Clergy man con- 
ceived would deprive him, and perhaps all Clergy- 
men thoughout the kingdom, of no inconſiderable 
g portion 
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portion of their uſual incomes *. - Whether any 
or all the particular caſes, mentioned by Mr. 
Grattan, may be accounted for by any of theſe 
cauſes, I cannot — ſay; becauſe none 
are f particularly ſpecified, ſo as to admit of an 
exact inveſtigation: but I confeſs it ſeems to me 
much more probable they may be thus accounted 
for, than that the Clergymen ſhould refuſe tithes 
legally ſet out, from mere obſtinacy, under the 
expectation of recovering the value by law-ſuits, 
commencing with injuſtice, to be ſupported by 
erjury, attended with odium, and of uncertain 
ucceſs. | 

I conclude on the whole of this matter, that 
Mr. Grattan has not proved, the old and only 
«« remedy of the pariſhioner has been withſtood 
„by the law of the land,” fo clearly that the 


For an inſtance of ſuch a caſe, vide that of Callage and 
Loftus, publiſhed this year. 


+ The gentleman to whom the letter mentioned was divefted, 
Mr. Grattan has not named, but I have heard that. a reſpectable 
Clergyman in the South of Ireland, who did receive nearly ſuch 
a letter from a pariſhioner, was the perſon alluded to; and I 
have ſeen a letter from him ſtating, ** that to this offer he had re- 
„ plied, that he would certainly accept of it if the pariſhioner 
* would find any truſty perſon, to ſuperintend the thraſhing or ſel- 
© ling the tithe (which was corn), becauſe even his own under- 
te ſteward, had been ſworn not to aſſiſt him in drawing home tithes 
„or any other buſineſs; this offer was refuſed, and here the matter 
<« reſted.” I add, this gentleman had been himſelf compelled, by 
perſonal violence, to ſwear to obferve Captain Right's laws. And 
every perſon in the pariſh was forbidden, by the ſame authority, 
to a Þ this gentleman in drawing or receiving tithe. 

I can alſo aſſure the public, that another reſpeQable Clergyman 
in the South of Ireland, offering ſome meal to ſale, the meal - 
mongers refuſed to purchaſe it, becauſe it had been made of tithe 
barley; and he was obliged to make it up for his own uſe. So 
exact and effeQual was the execution, and ſo minute and accurate 
were the clauſes of Captain Right's laws, in prohibition of che 
colleQion and uſe of tithe, 
| « neceſſity 
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*« necceſity of a new one ſhould be apparent to 
* every man of common ſenſe and common dil- 
„ cretion ”—And I remark, that in this reſpe the 
Iriſh Clergy lie much “ more at the mercy of the 
farmer than the Engliſh, and N are 
much leſs likely to extort on him; becauſe the 
Engliſh farmer is by law obliged to preſerve the 
Clergyman's tithe in the field, even atter he has 
taken away his own, for a reaſonable time; while in 
this kingdom, he may turn his cattle into the field 
the moment he takes out his own crop, though 
the Parſon ſhould be prevented by any, often un- 
avoidable, contingency, from drawing away his 
tithe previous to that time. We thus ſee how 
juſtly Mr. Trant maintains that the Clergyman 
lies at the mercy of the pariſhioner, in this 
«« reſpec.” | 

This circumſtance, united with the ſcholaſtic 
education of Clergymen, and their conſequent ig- 
norance of country affairs; and perhaps too ſome 
degree of liberality, and regard to public opinion 
and general efleem, which ſuch an education na- 
turally tends to produce.—The nature of their 
property, widely diſperſed, and wholly out of 
their power to collect, otherwiſe than by particu- 
lar bargains, neceſſarily advantageous to the pur- 
chaſcrs; the cunning, neceſſity, or religious preju- 
dices of thoſe with whom they muſt bargain, and 
a variety of other cauſes, affecting the — in 


Here we may add the extent of the livings in England, 
much leſs than in Ireland, from the large unions frequently ne- 
ceſſaty from the poverty of the Church in this kingdom.—Alſo 
the want of glebes in numberleſs pariſbes here, to which the 
Clergyman could draw tithe.— And that in England this is con- 
ftantly profiled, without murmur, difficulty or reſiſtance, while 
here it has, il very Luc, been ever attended with odium and 


comp' aint; a clear proof how much the price of tithe general] 
falls Short of its real value. * * 


Munſter, 


[- 


Munſter, not leſs than thoſe every where elſe; 
make it probable in theory, they would generally, 
either from choice or neceſſity, be moderate in 
their demands, and indulgent in enforcing them, 
rather than authors of a code of diſtreſs, difficulty 
and exaction.— And this theory is confirmed by 
fact, as I think it has been ſhewn, that ſo far from 
being juſtly chargeable with over-rated valuation, 
their rates are ſcarcely ever more than half the 
real value of the tithe.—Inſtead of tithing articles 
not juſtly thithable, they have relinquiſhed very 
many legal demands, and are now confined in 
their claims to much fewer articles than the 
Engliſh Clergy, though deriving their rights from 
the ſame common law.— That ſo far from being 
clearly convicted of encroaching on the people, 
by a rapid and exorbitant riſe in their tithe rates, 
within theſe few years, it appears their rates are 
now moderate, and have ſcarcely any where riſen 
for a Jong period of time, though a conſiderable 
riſe would have been natural and juſt.—That in- 
ſtead of over-charging the farmer, either as to 
acres or quantity, they conſtantly grant him a very 
conſiderable allowance in both I hat the fees of 
their proctors are ſtrictly juſt, and in ſome ſort 
neceſſary—That they make abundant allowance 
tor the difference between field and market prices 
—That no evidence has been adduced by Mr. 
Grattan, ſufficient to convict them of exaction in 
years of famine, or obſtinate rejection of the 
remedies allowed by law to the farmer ;—but that 
both charges are moſt highly improbable in them- 
ſelves, as well as unſupported by proofs. ® 


Mr. Grattan has not criminated the Clergy for employing 
proctors or tithe farmers, or allowing canters, which has — 
tally defended by the Biſhop of Cloyne, to whoſe work I refer 
the reader who w iſhes for ſatisfaQtion on this head. 


To 
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To theſe I add, the cultivator of the ground has 
ever the firſt offer of his tithe, with a conſiderable 
preference to every other purchaſer. And that 
tithes are given to the farmer on his ſingle note, 
and with a whole years credit, and often much 
more; while the credit allowed for rent is but half 
a year. | 

On the whole of theſe inſtances I draw a conclu- 
ſion directly contrary to Mr. Grattan, and aſſert, 
it does appear that there is a principle of equity 
% and moderation in favour of the tiller of the 
« ſoil;” and J reſt aſſured that the truth of theſe 
ſtatements will be readily acknowledged by all ac- 
quainted with the minutiz of tithe management in 
the South of Ireland, and willing to afford impar- 
tial teſtimony. It cannot be wonderful Mr. Grat- 
tan ſhould be ignorant of many of theſe things, 
ſo entirely foreign to his uſual purſuits, but it muſt 
be lamented, he did not inform himſelf more ex- 
actly and “ cautiouſly, before he pronounced fo 
decidedly and unfavourably on the conduct of the 
Southern Clergy. 


® Tt was mentioned by a member of the Houſe of Commons, 
in the debate, that one of the men who bad been employed to 
collect information for Mr. Grattan, (but, I am confident, with- 
out Mr. Glattan's being appriſed of the fact) had been impriſoned 
for capital offences as a White-boy ; and, I hear, he was acquit- 
ted by the informer*s being bribed to abſcond. This informer had 
been promiſed pardon on turning King's evidence, but when re- 
taken was, as I am informed, hanged —This fact though, as I 
am told, uncontradicted by Mr. Grattan, I will not vouch ſor.— 
+ Jt ſeem however well authenticated; the fellow having been ſo 
; vain of his commiſſion as to betray his ſecret ſomewhat inad- 
viſedly. 


SECTION 
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Of Ma. GRATTAN's Accuſations againſt Biſbops 
: | Courts. 


M R. GRAT TAN attacks theſe Courts with 
a violence which J ſhould paſs by unnoticed, if it 
had not-led him to ſtate his objections in ſuch a 
manner, as implies the moſt ſevere imputations on 
the clerical character; otherwiſe I ſhould content 
myſelf with obſerving, that whatever the conſtitu- 
tion of theſe Courts may be, the. legiſlature not 
the Clergy are anſwerable for it, and while the law 
obliges theſe to have recourſe to ſuch courts for the 
recovery of their rights, the difficulties and expen- 
ces attending that recovery, from the. nature of 
theſe Courts, are not chargeable on the plaintiffs, 
except their demands are unjuſt, and the. pretexts 
of litigation frivolous and vexatious, charges which 
the conduct of the clerical order in other reſpects, 
muſt render improbable, and a candid enquiry into 
facts, would demonſtrate unjuſt. - But a recital of 
Mr. Grattan's aſſertions will evidently prove they 
require a more particular review. In “ one co- 
py he is repreſented as aſſerting that the © iniqui- 
ty, and colluſion of Eccleſiaſtical Courts is ſo 
*« flagrant a matter, and ſo univerſally known and 


* Vide Franklin's Report, pages 18 and 19. 


admitted 


— 
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*« admitted that to dwell on the ſubje for the pur- 
« poſe of gef the idea would be a waſte of 
«© words, and an inſult offered to the honourable 
* members, who ſurround. him.” —He proceeds 
thus, Sir, it is well known that the Vicars Court 
is like a Poliſh Diet, diſtinguiſhed for nothing 
* but injuſtice, _— and party ; the judge is 
always one of the body, or his appointment pro- 
*© ceeds from it; and though in ſome caſes the fla- 
* grant juſtice of the individual may controul the 
„partial umpire, yet the conſtitution of the court 
*« 15 ſuch that none bet a partial judge has ever 
* been known to preſide there.” And in the other 
copy “ to the ſame purpoſe, ©* where is the pea- 
8 Ant to ſeek redreſs, in the Vicars Court, which 
is a party court, where the judge is one of the 
** body againſt whom he applies, where he is ab- 
1% ſolutely appointed by that body. Is this fair, 
*« is it juſt, is it ſufferable? I admit that the 
*« nice feelinzs and innate juſtice of the individual 
% may at times controul that propenſity bis ſitua- 
* tion impoſes; but I inſiſt on it, that from the 
*« conſtitution of the court the judge is to all intents 
e and purpoſes a party judge.” Now what is the 
conftitution of theſe courts ? The judges are ſworn 
like all other judges, to hear the evidence on both 
fides, and judge equitably ſecundum allegata & 
probata.—When the appointment of the Biſhop is 
confirmed by-the Dean and Chapter of the dioceſe, 
which is almoſt univerſally the caſe, they hold 
their places during life or good behaviour, like 
other judges.—lf in the courſe of the cauſe, the 
judge ſhould exceed his juriſdiction, or any mat- 
ter not of Eccleſiaſtical cognizance ſhould ariſe, 


# Vide Graiſbery's copy, 3d Edition, pages 27 and 18. 


a prohibition 
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a * prohibition againſt himſelf may be granted, 
commanding the Jurgen and party to ceaſe the 
proſecution ; and if either ſhall proceed after ſuch 
prohibition, an attachment may be had to puniſh 
for the contempt, and an action will be againſt 
them to repair the party injured, in damages. 

Farther, if after their deciſion is made, either 
party ſhall think themſelves aggrieved, they may 
diſſent from the decree, appeal to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, who will appoint Judges Delegates finally 
to hear and determine ſuch appeal ; and ſome of 
the ſudges of the land are always appointed Judges 
Delegates, and therefore his ſentence will not 
have effect, if not acquieſced in as a juſt and 
equitable e urther, the citations muſt 
be ſerved twenty-ſeven days before the day of 
trial.— There can be no regard paid to formality 
of proceedings, which the peaſant might poſſibly 
be ignorant of, and thus injured ; but merely to 
the equity of the caſe. No unneceſſary delay in 
the time of trial, as the Judge muſt proceed to 
determine the cauſe in the moſt ſummary manner. 
— Theſe courts have no power of giving to any 
tithe proprietor, a right to recover, or remedy for 
the recovery of any ſpecies of tithes, to which he 
is not already entitled by law or cuſtom. 

In their deciſions they are limited to award no 
more than one pound fix ſhillings and eight pence 
coſts; and no more than theſe coſts can be in- 
curred, however various the articles, or high the 
fum claimed by the plaintiff, becauſe all the pres» 


. ® Vide Blackſtone, Book III: Chap. 7th. | 
+ Vide an act paſſed in the 7th of George the Third, [I did 
not ſee this act, but took my ſtatements: from the extracts in the 
caſe of Callage and Loftus, which I ſuppoſe are accurate, ] 
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djal tithes due to the perſon, at whoſe ſuit 1hg 
citation ſball be iſſued, by the perſon cited, at the 
time of ſuch citation's iſſuing, muſt be inſerted in 
the petition, to be lodged in the regiſtry of the 
eccleſiaſtical court previous to the ifſaing of ſuch 
citation ; ſo as that no ſecond ſuit ſhall be com- 
menced againſt the ſame perſon, for any predial 
tithes due before that time. So careful has the 
law been io limit the juriſdiction of theſe courts— 
fo ſecure the obſervance of theſe limitations to— 
and to render the form of trial as free trom par- 
tiality, expence, vexation and delay, as could be 
contrived. | 

VV hat is there then in the conſtitation of this 
court, whence it muſt neceſſarily be a party court? 
Nothing, but merely that the Judge being ſome- 
times a Clergyman, and ſometimes poſleſſing liv- 
ings in the dioceſe of which he is Vicar-general, 
ſeems intereſted to ſupport the claims of his bre- 
thren. Bat will Mr. Grattan fay this is ſufficient to 
induce us to believe Clergymen ſhould generally 
decide iniquitouſly and partially, in violation of 
his duty as a Chriſtian, and his oath as a judge; 
loading himſelf with guilt, and, his whole order 
with infamy ; ſeady-and deliberate in the practice 
_ of mjuftice, and only caſually and reluctantly de- 
viating into right ? Will Mr. Grattan judge 
ſuch a repreſentation defenſible, applied 10 any 
other order of men? To the Houſe of Lords, de- 
ciding on caufes between peers and commoners, 
or landlord atid tenant, themſelves all peers and 
jandlords ?—To laymen, deciding on cauſes be- 
tu een laymen and eccleſiaſtics ?—To the meaneſt 
order of tradeſmen- or artifans, whoſe teſtimony 
is allowed to decide on the equity and moderation 
of the demands made by other men of the ſame 
art cr trade? Or are the Clergy the only order of 


men 


Ss. 


men of ſuch unenlightened underſtanding, callous 
feelings, depraved hearts, and dead conſciences, 
that we may, without heſitation, admit it probable 
they ſhould, on ſuch flight temptation, be gene: 


rally partial and unjuſt, and ſo ſtrongly infected 
by ſuch a ſpirit, that it ſhould be unitormly com- 
municated to every one whom a Biſhop ſelects to 
- preſide in his eccleſiaſtical court, whether layman 
or eccleſiaſtic Such a charge ſeems at leaſt to 
require very direct and ſtrong proof; let us ex- 
amine whether Mr. Grattan has advanced ſuch, 
Has he ſhewn any couſiderable number of prohi- 
bitions to have been iſſued againſt theſe courts, 
which would prove they often attempted to tranſ- 
greſs the legal bounds of this juriſdiction ?—No! 
has he ſtated any inſtances of corruption, in 
the Judges of theſe courts, or any circumſtances 
which make the exiſtence of ſuch corruption pro- 
bable ?—Not one Has he ſhewn the decrees 
of theſe courts are, when appealed from, gene- 
rally reverſed by the civil courts, which might 
® Jead us to ſuſpect they were generally partial 
and unjuſt ?=No!——He aſſerts, indeed, that 
« an eminent lawyer declared, he had, in the 
* courſe of his practice, taken ſeveral exceptions 
* to libels in the ſpiritual courts, for illegal de- 


I mark this confirmation of the eccleſiaſtical courts by the 
civil, though ſome preſumptive proof of their juſtice, is by no 
means a neceſſary one; as repeals are no proof of injuſtice, ſince 
che judge may have defided, according to the beſt of his judgment, 
on the evidence offered, and yet his ſentence be reverſed. Thus 
we daily ſee the decrees of the inferior. courts reverſed, by the 
ſuperior, and of all; even the Lord Chancellor reverſed by the 
Houſe of Lords; but no one thence ſuſpeQs the Judges who 
preſide in theſe courts, or the Lord Chancellor, unjuſt, —Let the 
conduct of the Clergy be judged of by the ſame rules. 


+ Vide Graiſdery's Report, page 10. 
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*© mands of tithe, and they had been all over- 
ruled.“ And this he advances as a proof ** that 
in uneven ſciable caſes for tithe, the law bas 
<« never offered redreſs.” —1 he premiſes ſeem too 
narrow for ſuch an extenſive concluſion.—In rea- 
ſoning of any of the Four Courts, it would ſcarce- 
ly be admitted, that the court never afforded re- 
dreſs, becauſe it over-ruled the exceptions, or 
diſſented from the opinions of any one lawyer, 
or any number of lawyers, however eminent.—lt 
may be ſaid the Eccleſiaſtical Judyes are frequently 
no lawyers, they ſhould not there fore preſume to 
differ from the opinion of an eminent lawyer, as 
to the illegality of demands.——This would ſeem 
to give the clients, who could fee ſuch Jawyers, 
too much advantage above thoſe who could not ; 
and to allow the Leg, who is ſworn to decide 
according to the beſt of his judgment on evidence, 
too little diſcretionary power in his enquiry. ——— 
Beſides, a lawyer may not know the local cuſtoms 
fo well as the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, which may 
differ from the letter of the law; and it is an ac- 
knowledged maxim, that however the law of 
tithing may be, it is always ſubject to be controul- 
ed by the cuſtoms of particular places. 
But Mr. Grattan ſtates ſome practices of this 
court; let us examine whether they ſufficiently 
prove the aſſertion of its being oppreſſive and 
_ unjuſt. He is repreſented in * one copy as aſſert- 
ing, that the moſt contemptible and ſuſpicious | 
« wretch, is embraced with a holy zeal, and on 
** the merits of his teſtimony, this upright court, 
„% without hefitation, decides. 7 * though he 
_ + were the ptofor, or ſervant of the party, and 


vs Vide Franklin's Report, page Q. - 
| his 
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* his bias and corruption were evident, ſtill his 
evidence is admiſſible.” And in the Fother 
copy, to the fame purpoſe, ** The witneſs on 
*« whoſe credit theſe diſproportionate coſts are 
* ** decreed by the court, is a moſt ſuſpicious and 
„ contemptible witneſs; I admit he is not the 
party, but he is worſe; he is the ſervant or 
„ proctor of the party.“ | 

To this I anſwer, the proctor and his affiſtant 
valuator are admitted as evidence, but it muſt be 
remarked this evidence alone does not determine 
the Court; the oppoſite party alſo are allowed to 
produce theirs, and the Judge is bound to compare 
and decide on both. add that the Court can- 
not be charged with unholy zeal, or want of up- 
rightneſs, merely for admitting the evidence of the 
ſervant or prone of the party claiming tithe ; be- 
cauſe the law requires two witneſſes to ſwear to 
the value of the tithe on behalf of the Clergyman, 
and there are none qualified to do this, except thoſe 
whom he has employed to view and eſtimate it.— 
The Court therefore is juſtifiable in admitting of 
their teſtimony, ſince it is ſuch as the law requires, 
and the only evidence that can be procured. ——If 
then, they ſwear to a certain value, and their teſ- 
timony is uncontradicted, the Court muſt decree 
that value Therefore, if exceſſive rates are de 
creed by the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, they prove not 
that he is unjuſt, but that the witneſs of the tithe- 
claimant is miſtaken or corrupt, and yet the oppo- 
ſite party not able, or not vigilant enough to de- 
tect and expoſe their falſehood.— All the high rates 
therefore Mr. Grattan has ſtated as decreed by the 
Biſhops Courts are wholly irrelevant, if adduced ta 


+ Vide Graiſbery's Report, page 13. 
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prove the corruption or injuſtice of theſe Courts. 
—— But it may be ſaid this proves indeed the Ec- 
cleſiaſtica] Judge is by law objeRed, and conſe- 
quently is juſtified in accepting this teſtimony.— 
But it the witneſſes are contemptible, ſuſpicious, 
biaſſed and corrupt, the grievance remains, and the 
Clergymen who avail themſelves of ſuch witneſſes 
become culpable.—l reply, by aſking how this 
charge is proved certain or even probable. Proctors 
or Valuators have no temptation to falſehood, but 
to gain the favour of their employer, or encreaſe 
their own profit by the encreaſe of their poundage. 
I appeal to the public, whether the Clergy gene- 
rally act in ſuch a manner as to make it probable 
their favour ſhould be ſought or obtained by the 
arts of fraud, or the guilt of perjury.—And I ſub- 
mit it to all men verſed in human nature, or learn- 
ed in Jegal principles and practice, whether the 
very inconſiderable gain that might accrue to the 
proctor by attempting io ſupport exorbitant de- 
mands for his employer, is ſufficient to induce a 
ſuſpicion, he would to ſecure it incur the diſgrace, | 
the odium, and the guilt of perjury. Is not the 
evidence of men infinitely more intereſted, receiv- 
ed every day in every legal court, without ſuſpi- 
cion, in proof of debts and claims of much higher 
amount, and which might admit of being over- 
charged with much leſs fear of detection than 
claims for tithe. But Mr. Grattan aſſerts the grounds 
on which the proctor forms his teſtimony, give an 
enirting ſcope to his bias and corruption. This 
aſſertion depends on the uſual mode of valuing 
tithe, which I have conſidered in the laſt ſection ; 
and | truſt, proved that the very uncertainty of 
the mode on which the eſtimate is formed, if the 
valuator is averſe to perjury, muſt tend to make 
him form it helow, rather than above the true 

quantity, 


I 


quantity, and that the calculator having the means 
ot expoling any overcharge either in the quantity 
or the produce of the ground, which the Clergy- 
man has nv means ot correQting any under charge, 
the grounds on which the Proctor forms his teſti- 
mony muſt ever render it favourable to the in- 
tereſts of the peaſant ; and conclude the preſent 
with ſome remarks on Mr. Grattan's remaining ob- 
jections to Biſhops Courts. He aſſerts it is a diſtant 
Court * I anſwer it is generally fixed in the me- 
tropolis of each county, where the Aſſizes and 
Quarter Seſſions are held, and conſequently is the 
moſt central and convenient ſituation for the coun- 

ty at large. 
He aſſerts it is a moſt expenſive Judicature, in 
ſome caſes intolerably f ſo, the coſts are * 
els 


* For a more full anſwer, vide iſt Appendix to the Biſhop of 
Cloyne's Pamphlet, gth edition, 3d ſection. 8 


+ Mr. Grattan, in Franklin's Report, page 20, is repreſented as 
aſſerting, ** that the progreſs of a ſuit in the Iriſh Eccleſiaſtical 
* Courts is attended with double the expence of a ſuit carried on 
jn the Eccleſiaſtical Courts of England; but I believe. errone- 
ouſly, as Mr. Grattan cannot, as a lawyer, ſay that tithe cauſes in 
England are tried not by the Eccleſiaſtical, but by the Court of 
Exchequer, and that a ſingle cauic-tried in that Court is attended 
with more expence than twenty cauſes in an Iriſh Eceleſiaſtical 
Court. For a more full defence of Eccleſiaſtscal Courts on 
this head, I quote the following paragraphs from the Biſhop of 
Cloyne's Pamphlet, gth edition, Appendix 1, Pages 115 and 
416, 

Let us compare the practice of the Temporal and Eccleſi- 
&* aſtical Laws together, on the head of expence. 

„ By the 'T iche-AR of the 7th of his preſent Majeſty, no coſts 
1% can be given agaialt à party in a tithe cauſe, greater than one 
pound fix ſhillings and eight pence : And the extra coſts to the 


| a perſons employed by a party ſued in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, 


© On the ſcore of tithes, do not uſually amount to à Guinea, and 
* may perhaps not amount to a Shilling. 2 
ec e 
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leſs than one pound ſix ſhillings and eight petice, 
and the ſum in diſpute ſometimes is not more than 
five ſhillings. I anſwer the coſts never can be more 
than one pound fix ſhillings and eight pence, a li- 
mitation unknown to any other court, and leſs coſts 
are always decreed m proportion to the magnitude 
of the claim For the ſmallneſs of the ſum I an- 
ſwer, this is not the only caſe where avarice graſp- 
ing at inconſiderable but unjuſt gain, is deſervedly 
puniſned by exceſſive loſs. Nor is the Clergyman 
proved litigioufly or culpably tenacious by the ſmall- 
neſs of the ſum, which may be only five ſhillings ; 
yet giving it up without conteft, might perhaps eſ- 
tabliſh ſuch a precedent, or encourage fuch a ge- 
nerat oppoſition to ſome particular claim, as would 
deprive the Clergyman of half his income, or in- 
volve him in univerſal litigation. 

Mr. Grattan aſſerts this is an uncertain Court, 
for the peaſant may wait many days without a de- 
ciſion. On the contrary, its conſtitution directs all 
cauſes to be tried in the moſt ſummary manner : 
and this is uniformly obſerved, the delay being 
much leſs than any other court of law, and cauſes 
determined generally in a very few days, while in 
the Court of Exchequer, a ſimilar ſuit might laſt 
for five years, and in the Chancery Court for 
twenty. 


The coſts in any aQion at law, tried in any of bis Majeſ- 
ty Courts in Dublin, for the recovery of any ſum wharſrever, 
umount to twenty Guineas at leaſt, to each party, the plaintiff 
* as well as defendant : and if tried at an Aſſizes town, to thirty 
© Guineas each atleaſt. 

« If a man be ſued for ſabſtration of Tithes by bill in the 
& Court of Exchequer, and a decree obtained againft him, with 
* colts alone, which he incurs, will amount to two or three hun- 
dred ptounds. For the truth of the above poſitions, apply to 
any pradiſing Attorney in the Four-Courts,” fo <A 
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Mr. Grattan is repreſented in one copy, and on- 
ly one, as having aſſerted 1 the Court of Caſhel 
appears from inconteſtible evidence to be a moſt 
#6 — — court; but I am confident unjuſtly 
repreſented, becauſe ſuch a charge would never be 
advanced by Mr. Grattan before the Houſe of Com- 
mons without very full proof indeed. and no proof 
at all is adduced; nothing that bears the ſemblance 
of a proof, but certain high rates Mr. Grattan aſ- 
ſerts to have been decreed by that Court. But the 
amount of the rates, I have ſhewn, depends not on 
the Judge, but the evidence, according to which 
they are decreed, and therefore are utterly incon- 
cluſive to prove his partiality or injuſtice. Beſide 
the conduct and character of the Revd. Mr. Hare, 
now Vicar General of that Court, as far as it has 
appeared to the public, renders ſuch a charge high- 
ly improbable ; for it appears by the * authen- 
tic ſtatement of his conduct with reſpect to Mrs. 
Strang, that he offered to her the tithes of a conſi- 
derable farm for one- third of their eſtimated value, 
and when this offer was denied, the tithes ſub- 
ſtracted, and Mr. Hare being forced to have recourſe 
to law for their recovery, proved them worth 33l. by 
legal, uncontradicted evidence, and obtained a de- 
cree for that ſum; he yet accepted ten pounds in 
its place. The man who would act ſo diſintereſt- 
edly and generouſly in his own caſe, it is not pro- 
bable would be partial and unjuſt in deciding on 


t Vide Franklin's Report, page 21. 


2 Vide Mr. Trant's pamphlet, zd edit. pages 39 and 40, for 
theſe facts and for Mrs. Strang's letter in vindication of Mr. Hare*z 
character, in which ſhe ſtates not only his conduct in her own caſe, 
but adds, My tenants acknowledge themſelves well pleaſed with 
5 charges — Vide ibid, page 42. 
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the ꝓ claims of others. On the whole of this mat- 
ter I think it appears, that neither the conſtitution 
nor the practice of the Eccleſiaſtical Court is ſuch, 


as to give any foundation of charging them with no- 
torious and flagrant partiality and iniquity, and col- 


luſion. I add the aſſertion that theſe Courts are “ 


* remnants of barbarity that require immediate an- 
« nihilation,” ſeems to require ſtronger proof in its 
ſupport than has as yet been advanced, eſpecially 
as it ſeems to contradict the moſt reſpectable law 
extant, that of Lord Coke, wha thus ſtates the ex- 
pediency of Eccleſiaſtical Courts for the purpoſe 
of 2 the Revenues of the Clergy ; — 


For this reaſon, in favour of Holy. Church, 


although it might have a lawful beginning, 
the law will not ſuffer ſuch preſcription in 
this caſe to put it to the trial of Laymen, who 
* will rather ſtrain their conſciences for their pri- 
vate benefit, than yield to the church the duties 
* which belong to it. And the law hath great po- 
licy therein; for the decay of revenues of men of 
% Holy Church, in the end, will be the overthrow 
% of the ſervice of God and his Religion. And 
thereſore it is recorded in Hiſtory, that there were 
* among others, two grievous perſecutions, one 
** under Dioclefian, the other under Julian, ſirnam- 


* ed Apoſtata; ſor it is recorded, that one of them, 


intending to have rooted out all the Profeſſors 


t I am inſormed by a reſpeQable Clergyman long reſident in the 
dioceſe of Caſhel, „hat _ the claims for —— tithe riſe 
*© conſiderably above the uſual rates of the country, Mr. Hare 
** frequently reduces them by his own authority to thoſe rates.” 
This he can do only when the claimant will acquieſce in his deci- 
fiov, The fa& I believe, but I have it fron only private authority 
—and ſtate it as ſuch. i - 


? Vide Franllin's Report, page 20. 
| | is a 1 5 40 and 
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* and Preachers of the word of God, occidit omnes 
* Preſbyteros ; but notwithſtanding that Religion 
e flouriſhed, for Sanguis Martyrum eft Semen Eccleſiæ; 
* and yet the ſame was a fearful and grievous per- 
« ſecution. But the perſecution under the other 
“ was more grievous and dangerous, becauſe (as 
the Hiſtory faith) ipſe occidit Preſbyteriam, for he 
| ** robbed the Church, and ſpoiled ſpiritual perſons 
© of their revenues, and took all from them, where- 
on they mightlive ; and thereupon in ſhort time 
* did follow great ignorance of the true Religion, 
and ſervice of God, and thereby great decay of 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion; for none will apply 
**. themſelves, or their ſons, or any other whom 
** they have in charge, to the ftudy of Divinity, 
„ when they ſhall have, after long and painful 
*« ſtudy, nothing to live upon.” 

. Coke's Reports, part 2. Biſhop of Wincheſter's 
Caſe, page 45. 4. FEES | 
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S ROM. VI. 


Gf the particular 3 adduced by Mr. Grattar, 
as Profs of the Malcondutt of the Clergy. 


I HAVE now examined, and I truſt refuted, all 
the general charges of oppreſſion and injuſtice as to 
the collection of tithe, advanced againſt the South- 
ern Clergy by. Mr. Grattan ; and adduced ſuch 
ſtatements, facts, and arguments as appear to me 
ſufficient to prove what I undertook to prove, that 
their general conduct is juſt and moderate, and mer-' 
ciful, and praiſe-worthy.—But Mr. Grattan aſſerts, f' 
that he has advanced a few incontrovertible facts, 
** which evince the preſſing neceſſity of an immediate 
** enquiry.” And in oppoſition to which he in ano- 
ther place aſſerts, T. average ratages prove nothin 
more than the great diſproportion of charge, whic 
** is another grievance, and another cauſe of inquie- 
** tude.” Some inequality of ratages muſt neceſlarily 
take place, if any regard is had to the varying fer- 
tility of the ground, or price of the produce from 
vicinity to market towns, to ſeaports, corn mills, 
&c. &c. but it does not ſeem juſt ſuch inequality 
ſhould be a cauſe of grievance or inquietude.—— 
Nay, fo far from it, that I find “ where the tithe- 
rates 


+ Vide Graiſbery's Report, page 8. 
t Vide Ibid. Supplement, page 5. | 

* For inſtance, I find one of the Clergymen in the dioceſe of 
Limerick, returning the prices he ſets for, a3 Mr. Grattan ftates 
them, from the returns of a teteree, under the Compenſation-aQt, 


Potatoes, 


L 


rates are higheſt, the average of the crop in the 


ſame pariſhes is ſo much higher, than where the 
rates are low, that the proportion on the compari- 
ſon is in favour of the peaſant whoſe tithe is dear- 
eſt. - The general uſage of tithe rates tending to 
depreſs them, where in ſtrict juſtice they ought to 
riſe conſiderably above the common ſtandard, and 
to raiſe them where they ought comparatively to 
ſink below it. But in fact the inequality of ratages 
is by no means conſiderable. In the dioceſe of 
Limerick and Cloyne, the majority of the pariſhes 
ſet at the average of the entire; of thoſe which do 
not, more ſet below than above the average, and the 
variation every where is accompanied by a correſ- 
ndent variation in the value of the crop. I con- 
clude that in all probability, the ſame holds true in 
other dioceſes ; and I no where trace any thing 
like thoſe enormous ratages Mr. Grattan ſtates.— 
But if theſe are founded on incontrovertible facts, 
how can they. be confuted ? I obſerved, that to 
ove incontrovertibly the exorbitance of any tithe 
emand, we ſhould know accurately the quantity 
of the. crop—the acre uſed in meaſuring—the cur- 


8 3 7 

Potatoes, per plantation acre — o 12 0 
Wheat — — 0 10 © 
Barley — — 0 10 0 
Oats — — 1 
Meadow — — 0 6 0 


But it muſt be remembered, that from the vicinity of theſe pa- 
riſbes to Limerick, and the great fertility of the ground, the ave- 
rage value of the crop of potatoes, is twenty pounds, the tithe 
two pounds, and other crops in proportion Now is twelve ſhil- 
lings an unreaſonable demand for what. is worth two ? I 
further remark that / no where find the rate higher than twebye 
ſhillings per plantation acre, and the crop, wherever this is charg- 
ed, not worth leſs than eleven or twelve pounds, more generally 
ſixteen or twenty. 


rent 
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rent market price of the year, and the particular 
circumftarices attending this claim, which might 
wholly ater the conchations we might draw from a 
curfory view or imperfect ſtate of the caſe. Thus 
a demand might be very exorbitant if conſidered 
as the rate at which the Clergyman ufually valued 
his tithe, and ſet it to the proprietor ; and yet very 
reaſonable, if that very tithe had been F offered = 


+ This is not a mere imagination of the Author, but founded 
on fad, as may appear by the following letter of a reſpeQable 
Clergyman in the South of Ireland to his Brſhop, whoſe name 
however I ſuppreſs for the reaſons afterwards aſſigned vide, P. 955 
bis gentleman ſtates, he has been Rector of bis pariſh for 
„ twenty-ſix, years paſt, and when be came into the poſſeſſic n of 
10 that pariſh, he found that his predeceſſors valued the tithes of 
4 that pariſh at the following rates, by the Engliſh acre, viz,— 
Wheat, Barley, and Potatoes, at (ix ſhillings per acre z Oats 
at three ſhillings, and Meadowing two — and ſix- pence 
« chat ever ſince he came into the poſſeſſion of ſaid pariſh, he al- 
4 ways had his tithes valued at no higher rates, and that his Proc- 
* tors always had it in orders from him, in their valuation, to 
«© Jean rather on him than on the Pariſhioners, and that he was 
«© always ready and willing to ſet to the occupiers in. ſaid pariſh, 
at faid rates, and that he did grant leaſes to ſome of them du- 
« ring his incumbency, at ſaid rates z and alſo thagwhen any of 
his pariſhioners bid up to, or nearly to the ſaid valuation, he 
<< always dealt with him or them, and cloſed the bargain for the 
„ current year ; but when he found that any of them entered into 
** combinations, and would bid no more than half the value, then 
<< he did ſet to canters, at a much higher rate than bis ſaid valu - 
* ation, and with which bargains the ſaid canters were always 
« very well pleaſed, having got more than the value of their mo- 
<'ney z and that if he had not ſuch people as canters to take his 
< tithes, when the occupiers refuſed to give the value, he ſhould 
* not have been able to get the half of his own reaſonable valu- 
« ation z and to prove that his valuation was a very reaſonable 
one, it will appear that he ſet his tithes in the year 1966, at 
the reduced prices of the White Boys, for near fix hundred 
pound, and that in the year before, when no diſturbances hap- 
«* pened in his pariſh, for no more than about one thouſand pounds. 
The White Boys prices were for potatoes four ſhillings 
* Engliſh acre—W heat two ſhillings—Barley one ſnilling and x= 

** pence 
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the proprietor at a very moderate valuation, aud 
only raiſed when on his pertinaciouſly refuſing 
to give any thing near the value, or entering into 
ſome combination to defraud, the Clergyman 
was obliged to have recourſe to another purchaſer, 
and received from him a price much exceeding the. 
original valuation, as judging himſelf free to de- 
mand the full value from one who having expended 
no labour, could alledge no juſt claim to indul- 
gence; and willing perhaps to ſet nearly at the true 
value, in order to diſplay more ſtrongly the mode- 


„ pence—Oats one ſhilling ; and nothing for Meadowing.—It is 
„0 now ſaid, that ſome of = arifhiconc of {aid pariſh, — made 
* affidavits that ſaid Incumbent had ſet his tithes at very high 
prices, and to give this a colour, have artfully introduced the 
* Iriſh inftead of the Engliſh acre, though they all well knew 
* that the Engliſh acre was only uſed in that pariſh for time out of 
©* mind, in the valuation of tithes. Thus they have artfully ac- 
% cuſed ſaid Incumbent of having charged a given ſum for the 
* tithes of 'a given number of acres of land, without ſpecifying 
* whether theſe acres were of the plantation or fatute meaſure. — 
go that when ſaid Incumbent's charge were for ſixteen fatate or 
© Engliſh acres of Wheat or Potatoes, they artfully accuſe him of 
*« charging that ſum for ten acres, without ſaying that they are 
* /en Engliſh or plantation acres, ten acres plantation being equal 
** to ſixteen fatute acres, — That by thus reducing the number of 
« acres, the ſum charged may appear very unreaſonable.” —— 
There is reaſon to believe this pariſh was one of thoſe which Mr. 
Grattan alluded to, as exhibiting an inſtance of 8 
ther gentleman whom Mr. Grattan is ſuppoſed to have alluded to, 
ſtates that his pariſh under the ſame White Boy rates, ſet for fix 
% bundred pounds, in the year before only donde; and further 
adds, n9.tithe are demanded for lamb, wool, and milk,' or as Boks © 
4% 4oney—T he proQor will prove upon oath, that when he viewed 
* the pariſh in the firſt year of his employment, he met ſeyeral of 
* the occupiers on their land, and was informed by them, of the 
prices he was to ſet upon the different articles of tithe, and that 
this paſſed ſome time before he bad any converſatios with bis 
employer on the ſubject, 1. e. of the valuation he was to fix oa 
* the ſaid tithes, and found the prices mentioned by the oc- 
% cupiers, to be the ſame as that preſcribed by his employer.” I 
obſerve this was the ſame gentleman to whom the letter mentioned 
page 70, was directed. | 
ration 


Sage? 
ration of his former claim, and the folly as well as 
diſhoneſty of the original proprietor. —All theſe 
things ſhould be known, or at leaſt an opportunity 
ſhould be given of enquiring into them, if an 
doubt ſhould ariſe. But from the mode in which 
112 inſtances Mr. Grattan has adduced are ſtated, 
this is impoſſible. No names are mentioned, no N 
places ſpecified, and therefore, however ſtrong the 
doubts we may feel, as to the accuracy of his in- 
formation, and the validity of his proofs, to ſatis- 
fy our doubts is impoſſible, becauſe all exami- 
nation is precluded. In vain do we attempt to com- 
bat this abſtract ſtatement of particular facts. It 
ſtands ſecure from refutation, becauſe guarded from 
enquiry. If we defend one pariſh, the reply is 
obvious, that was not the pariſh meant“ -ano- 
ther, © neither was that alluded to. Thus, theſe 
. tugitive charges may eternally ſhift their ground, 
but can never be driven from the field; utterly in- 
vulnerable, becauſe wholly inacccflible, they weary 
rſuit, and mock oppoſition: and Mr. Grattan's 
acts are rncontrovertible, merely becauſe no op- 
portunity is afforded of controverting them. ! fur- 
ther object to this mode of ſtating facts, as not only - , 
inconcluſive but dangerous, becauſe tending to dit- 
fuſe the odium juſtly merited by thoſe individuals, 
who may have been guilty of the exceſſes com- 
Plained of, over the whole body of the Southern 
* , confounding in one charge the rigorous 
and the lenient, the juſt and the unjuſt, and while 
thoſe from whoſe conduct the charge originated 
are not called on to defend, the innocent cannot 
ſtep forward to juſtify themſelves, without giving 
ounds to conjecture they were conſcious of hav- 
ing by their conduct afforded ſome pretext of fixing 
on themſelves the indiſcriminate accuſation. Thus 
the whole order muſt fink in public eſteem, by ſi- 
lent acquieſcence under ſuch unlimited accuſati- 
' ons, 
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ons, or the individuals muſt be injured, even by 
the effort to exculpate themſelves. - Hence I have 
thought it neceſſary to ſuppreſs the names of thoſe 
Clergymen to whom Mr. Grattan is ſuppoſed to 
have alluded, and whoſe real caſes I have ſtated; 
leſt 1 ſhould injure while I wiſhed to defend their 
reputation. 7 $55), up fi 
But though we cannot examine each particulat 
fact, we may judge of the general nature of 
many; numbers are derived from the decrees of 
the Biſhops-Couits.— Now I. think it has * been 
ſhewn, that theſe rates prove not that the Clergy- 
man uſually charged ſuch rates; or had even ofi- 
ginally demanded ſuch rates for theſe particular 
tithes, or even prove the huſbandman ever paid 
ſuch prices, as they are often reduced by deſire 
of the judge and moderation of the Clergyman'; 
ſo that if we knew all the circumſtances,” we 
might find grounds for praiſing rather than 
'cenſuring that body — Thus + when: Mr. Grattari 
ſtated thirty-two ſhillings an acre- for potatoes, 
and other ſimilar, charges, to have been paid in 
the dioceſe of Caſhel, it ſeemed à moſt oppteffive 
caſe, as he had unfortunately forgot to mentietr 
the name of the parties; but if this were the 
caſe of Mr. Hate and Mrs. Strarig, the diffi- 
culty would vaniſh, and a moſt ſingular in- 
ſtance of generoſity appears, inſtead of exaction. 
I know not whether ſuch would be the event 


# Vide Section IV; . . 41 
..+ I bave been lately informed, that Mr. Grattan has publicly ' 
denied he meant Mt. Hare or Mrs. Strang's caſe in any of thoſe he 
ſpecified. — Whether he did or not the reaſoning from the poſſibility 
of its being ſo ſtated is equally vatid. + - | 
t 1 find one Cletgyman ſtating in his letter to his Biſhbp;— 
« What is called an acre, uſually contains ſtom an sere to an 
** acre and a quarter, to ſtimulate the teluctant occupier io boy. 
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if we could as exactly enquire into other caſes ; 
but it ſeems to be not at all impoſſible. The tithe 
proctor's bills and receipts, Mr. Grattan ſtares, are 
at leaſt proofs that the peaſant had voluntarily 
greed for the rates charged, and not found out 
were grievances, till the fagacity ia diſcover- 
ing grievances became generally ſo quick as it 
— £38 of late; and very poſſibly the large 
meaſurement allowed him, might have abundantly 
co for the a high price.“ 
But to wave all further conjectures, I aſk, if 
particular inſtances of extortions are produced 
* the Clergy, and of generoſity in ſupport 
them, how ſhall we decide which are the ex- 
— —— which ate ——— to — 9 
general conduct? Surely, by appealing to tho 
general ſtatements of that RE which have 
been above ſo fully proved. And here | again 
appeal to the teſtimony of the Prime Serjeant, 
who not only declared, F “ that in no ons in- 
«© STANCE was the price of tithe, as charged in the 
«« ſchedules of the Clergy, complained of by the 
«« perſons ſued; an ion which may ſtill fur- 
ther diſcredit the probability 'of Mr. Grattan's 
particular charges being founded on exact infor ma- 
tion: but added, that he would go further, and 
aſſert, ** the conduct of many Clergymen was ſin- 


I obſerve here, that in two inſtances of oppreſſion, one of a 
reſpectable farmer, vide Franklin's Report, page 16, the decrees 
complained of muſt have been obtained in.a civil court, as the 
coſts amounted to £.163/ and alſo in Graiſbery's Report, p. 24 
and 25, where the coſts are ſtared as C. 2 16s. 6d. theſe cafes 
were therefore, in all probability, attended wich ſome circum- - 
ſtances of vexation and uncommon litigation, and the equity of 
the demand, muſt have been fo fully proved, as to ſatisfy a Judge 
who was not a Vicar-general. ; 


+ Vide page 27 - , 
«« gularly 
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« pularly generous; that in particular the Rev. 
John Meade of Balymartle, near Cork, when, 
after full proof of the equity of his demands, 
4 he had obtained a decree for compenſation, his 
„ pariſhioners, aſhamed of their obſtinacy, offered 
to pay down the money, coſts and all, in court; 
« but be generouſly remitted all the coſts... In 
a ſimilar manner the Rev. Jemmat Browne, hav- 
ing obtained a decree, remitted all the coſts ; 
* and his pariſhioners being unable to pay him at 
4 ons time, he accepted their notes at ſix months 
credit.“ { 1 81 

advance theſe facts, as from an authority Mr. 
Grattan cannot queſtion. Many others of a ſimilar 
nature could, I am ſure, be adduced, if I judged 
it neceſſary for the preſent queſtion. But I reſt 
the defence of the Clergy on their general condud, 
and only wiſh to: ſhew Mr. Grattan's particular 
facts, if, admitted, are wholly inſufficient to invali- 
date the evidence and concluſions, as to that gene- 
ral conduct before adduced, and are by no means ſo 
clearly or fully proved, as to require they ſhould 
be ſo admitted.—And this I apply to every one of 
Mr. Grattan's ® fx allegations. As general charges 
they have not only been confuted, but. the very 
reverſe of every one of them has been proved to 
be irue. 9 As particular charges they may poſſibly 
be true, in ſome very rare and extraordinary caſes, 
(though with the utmoſt accuracy of enquiry, I 
can diſcover no ſuch caſes) at leaſt the negative 
of ſuch indeterminate aflertions cannot be' proved. 
But to expreſs them truly, they ſhould have run 
hat in a very few pariſhes in the South the 
demands for tithe are illegal, &c. and thus ex- 


# Vide Graiſbery's Report, page 25. 
—— Franklin's . 
F Vide ſupra, ſeQion the fourth, in the end. | 
O 2 preſſed 
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preſſed, their inconcluſiveneſs to prove the ne- 
ceſſity of either a parliamentary enquiry or a 
general commutation, would inſtantly appear.— 
For to illuſtrate this by a parallel caſe. —Had Mr. 
Grattan (and he was as much called on by the 
complaints of the people, alias the manifeſtoes of 
the-Wi.ite Boys, to redreſs the grievance of rent, 
as of tithe) Had Mr.-Grattan alledged in parlia- 
ment ; Sir, I can bring evidence ready to prove at 
the bar of this houſe, that in certain eſtates in 
Munſter, landlords and their agents have made de- 
mands fiom their tenants, not juſtifiable by law 
or cuſtom ;—harrafled them by exacting * duties, 
perquiſites and fees; received exorbitant rents; 
in ſome incomes ten pounds acre ;——that it is 
a very general practice in the South of Ireland, 
for the proprietor or occupier of ground to demand 
and receive from the poor, ſix guineas per plan- 
tation acre, for ground to be tilled for potatoes, 
and then to vilify the Parſon for demanding per- 
haps eight ſhillings,” or at moſt ten or twelve, for 
the tithe: of the crop of potatoes, though twelve 
ſhillings is not the tithe of the rent paid for the 
land, how much leſs of the produce of that land; 
—that in certain eſtates, the rents have of late 
years, greatly and rapidly encreaſed, inſomuch 
that ſome eſtates have riſen three or four fold; 
«one eſtate from one hundred and ſixty pounds 
*© to three hundred pounds; one of three hun- 
% dred* pounds to one thouſand one hundred 
pounds per annum: —that in certain eftates 
more acres have been charged to the farmer 
than he really ' poſſeſſed ;—that in ſome caſes far- 
By duties are meant poultry, meal and other things to be 
given gratis at certain ſeaſons, and alſo labour gratis for certain 
and on certain days, bb ws + 4-& + 4 „ 
| mers 
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mers had offered the rent for their ground in due 
time, and yet it had been refuſed, and ſuits com- 
menced to eject them. therefore call on gen- 
tlemen either to deny all this, to prove that theſe 
practices have no where taken place, or elſe to 
acknowledge the neceſſity of an immediate enquiry 
into the leaſes, and circumſtances of all the eſtates 
in the South of Ireland; that the peaſantry may 
be reſcued from ſuch mercileſs exaction; — that ail 
the leaſes may be, if neceſſary, broken ;—the 
eſtates taken out of the preſent hands, and ſuch 
an equivalent decreed to the proprietors, as may 
be judged effectual to relieve the tenantry, and 
eſtabliſh the rights and claims of the landlord on 
new and unexceptionable grounds. If ſuch had 
been the allegations, and ſuch the concluſions of 
Mr. Grattan, I ſuppoſe the Southern gentlemen 
would ſcarcely have deemed their characters done 
juſtice to, or the legiſlature bound to interfere to 
redreſs grievances /o proved, or attend to charges 
ſo ſupported —Yet ſuch have been the allegations, 
and ſuch the corfcluſions of Mr. Grattan, with 
reſpect to a property as ancient, as widely diſ- 
perſed, and as legally eſtabliſhed, as the eſtates 
of the kingdom ; and to an order of men, though 
leſs rich and.leſs powerful, yet hitherto not deem- 
f leſs virtuous or liberal than the landed gentry of 
reland, | 
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SECTION VI. 


Of the Imputations on the Conduct of the Southern 
Clergy, as having cauſed the late Diſturbances. 


IN both Reports of his Speech, Mr. Grattan is 
repreſented as exclaiming—** Sir, how diſgraceful 
it is ta ſce an extenſive army marching to fight 
** the battles of the Clergy and their Proftors.” — 
Now the queſtion here is brief—are the Clergy, in 
general, oppreſſive, rapacious and unjuſt ?—Mr. 
Grattan aſlerts they are.. I deny it ; and appeal to 
the authentic ſtatements and facts I have adduced 
in proof, that their conduct could afford no ground 
for complaint, and no pretext for outrage !—[ et 
the public decide If the Clergy are moderate 
and ,merciful, theſe may have been the battles of 
the Clergy, but they were defenſive, not offenſive 
—the battles of law and the conſtitution, in ſup- 
port of innocence and right.—And that they were 
ſo, I will appeal to a teſtimony Mr. Grattan will 
not controvert ; that of the noble Lord who con- 
ducted theſe battles of the Clergy, publicly ſtated 
by the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne—his words are 9 
The author is happy to have it in his power to 
« declare, from the higheſt authority, that the 
*« report of a noble lord (lately ſent into Munſter 
* with the civil and military powers united, in 


® Vide Graiſbery's Report, page 37. 
Franklin Ditto, page 27. 


$ Vide his Pamphlet, gch Edition, page 43. 
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* order to ſuppreſs the inſurrections in that pro- 
* vince) to government, bore honourable teſti- 
% mony to the moderation of the Clergy.” And 
one of the Judges of the land appointed to decide 
on the claims of the Clergy, confirms this in the 
fulleſt manner ®; and to the acknowledgment of 
moderation, adds the praiſe of generoſity. Theſe 
are the teſtimonies of men whoſe office obliged and 
enabled them to examine accurately both parties. 
Ir. Grattan has liſtened to one of the parties, 
and drawn a contrary concluſion.— Who is to 
credited the public can decide | r 
But are not the dues and claims of the Clergy the 
origin of theſe diſturbances ?—Yes; as the purſe of 
the traveller is the origin of the highwayman's at- 
tack ; or the wealth of the orphan the origin of that 
fraud which inſidiouſſy ſtrips him of his right.— 
Yet it would ſeem ſtrange if the traveller and the 
orphan, not the highwayman or the knave, were 
loaded with infamy, and led to puniſhment. _ 
But are not the claims of the Clergy the origin of 
the miſery of the poor ?—So ſuperficial men may 
think on reading Mr. Grattan's fpeech.—But here 
his own ſtatement : 5 I beſeech gentlemen to con- 
* {ider the circumſtances of this wretched claſs of 
* men, who are the ſubjects of this oppreſſion. In 
« general their laborious induſtry is rewarded with 
* no more than five pence per day—which on an 
average of the whole year, Sundays excepted, will 
0 be found to amount to no more than ive pounds 
« per annum! Out of this ſcanty ſum he is to 
1 ſupport a family -a wife and children to pay 
0 his ren: to purchaſe ſeed for his ſpot of ground 
« —to procure the implements of agriculture to 


Vide ſupra, p. 27 and y. 
$ Vide Graifbery's Report, page 22. 
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9 county ceſſes— to contribute his proportion 
2 85 the — of roads, bridges, houſts of relt- 
«« gious worſhip! What a poor ſurplus muſt then 
* remain?“ I add, the rent for potatoe 
ground, the food for the peaſant, almoſt always is 
a rack rent, generally from five to ſix guineas per 
acre. Now are the Clergy the authors of the 
low price of labour, or the rack rent, or county 
ceſs, &c. &c. ?—And why are none but the Clergy 
accuſed ?—The country fuß e receive this. 


labour, and repay it by ſetting on the ground a 
ack rent; yet Mr. Grattan thinks it would be a 


libel to ſuppoſe they would take advantage of the 


perſant.—But the people complain only of tithe. 
his is confuted by the proclamations of the 


White-boy legiſlators ;.1n theſe, rents and taxes “, 
and the low prices of labour are complained 4 
| a wit 
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I confirm this by the teſtimony of Mr: O'Le AAV, who, in 
his Addreſs to the White-boys, has theſe words :—vide his De- 
fence, p. 165.—** After reforming the Clergy, you now proceed 
4 to reform the ſtate; by your new regulations, no labouring 
* man is to go to another pariſh to ſave the harveſt.” And in 
the next paragraph—** You write threatening letters to the civil 
40 magiſtrate, otdering him, under the ſevereſt penalties, to in- 
« terfere no more in your proceedings, and ae come to regu- 
« lations about the hearth-money, which you intend co regulate 
« by your own ſtandard; and this regulation about magiitrates 
4 and hearth- money, as more immediately affecting Majeſty, is 
« a regulation bordering upon treaſon and rebellion, and appro- 
« priating to yourſelves part of the revenues of the crown.” — 
And in page 169 Little did we expect to hear of attempts to 
<© deprive the landlords of their rent, to encroach on the autho- 
« rity of parliament, and to invade the rights of the crown, after 
4 two aflizes, and the lenity, impartiality,. and wiſdom govern- 
«© ment has ſhewn on the occaſion.” From this repreſentatiotr 
I conclude, the army was ſent to the South to fight not merely 
the battles of the Clergy, —but alſo the battles.of the landlords, and 
the crown z and that theſe muſt ſhare with the Clergy whatever 


ailgrace attends the meaſure. 
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with as much emphaſis as tithe ; and the decree 
of redreſs directed againſt all with the fame im- 
partial juſtice, though not with the ſame ſteady 
perſeverance or happy ſucceſs. tThe reaſon is obv1- 


ous.—* The Gentry were known to be power ful; 
the 


To prove I am not ſingular in this opinion, I beg leave to 
quote 2 paſſage from the ingenious Preface to the zd edition of 
Mr. Graitan's ſpeech by Graiſbery, the author of which was cer- 
tainly not partiul te the Gery. 

„ During the ſummer of 786, the Southern parts of the 
« kingdom were in a moſt violent ſtate of fermentation. Bit- 
* terly oppreſſed in many inſtances, the wretched peaſantry at 
© inauſpicious intervals, ſubmitted to the haſty imp ilſe of reſent- 
* ment on their irritat d minds, and ated in open hoſtility to 
% laws, which their diſtracted imaginations led = to conſider 
« cruel and unjuſt. They felt the preſſure of more evils than 
* one. When aſſaults are made from a variety of quarters, if 
« an individual be the object of them; Nature will point out ta 
* him the policy of directing his force againſt the ue ; 
« upon precijely the ſame principle did the peaſantry dired their 
% refiſlance to the collection of tithes, It wete too much to ex- 
«« pet, that the deſponding peaſant would temperately fir down 
* to contemplate his deplorable condition that he would purſue 
« his inveſtigation; and trace effects up to theit cauſes, in order 
% that he might diſcover that lamis were ſet for more thun their 
* annual intrinſic value; His contraQting for ground he could not 
% avoid—it was an act indiſpenſable to his exiitence ; and nature, 
* nece/fi'y, and babit, reconciled him t the unconſeienable impoſi- 
* tions att-nding it, as inevitable—beſlides, whatever the populac 
opinion might have been, that prevailed in the South o Ire- 
% land, the lower orders were not fo chimericel as 1% bope that 
* landlords winld reduce their rents, But tithes were viewed in a 
* light widely different; their amount was thought monſtrous 
** and oppreſſive z a mitigation of it no unrealonable demand to 
„make, not difficult to effect and ſo far from apprehending 
« the oppoſition, they had every reaſon to exped the concurrence 
% of the landed intereſt. | : 

As a confirmation of their expecting the concurrence of the land- 
ed intereſt, or at leaſt their with to ſecure it, I obſerve the White- 
boy regulations every where totally abolijbed the tithe of lay; the 
burthen chiefly on the wealthy graziers and middle men; while 
they only diminiſhed the rates Lo tillage, the burthen of che 2 | 
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the Clergy. it was ſuppoled, would be unprotect - 
ed Tho greateſt burthea was finally ſubmitted: to, 
becauſe to ſhake it oft was impoſſible. And exer- 
tion was directed where ſucceſs ſcemed ealy.—— 
And ſpall this be conſidered as a proof of the ſuper- 
emincat injuſtice and intolerable oppreſſion of the 
Clergy ?—ls it probable, that the weakneſs which 
invited the attack of hoſtility, ſhould have pre- 
viouſly juſtified that attack by the hardihood of 
its encroachments. 

thus whether we conſider the complaints of the 
tafurgents, or the de: iftons of thoſe appointed to 
{uppreis them ; whether we ſuppoſe the Ciergy 
actuated by generoſity, or merely influenced by 
the caution of intereſted policy, and the fears of 
conicious weakneſs, it is equally impoſſible to be- 
lieve their conduct could have afforded a juſt pre- 
text to the late diſturbances, though they were the” 
chigf oHjects of attack, and almoſt the only perma- 
nent ſufferers, amidſt the general terror. 


— Whi'e I ſubſcribe to this part of this writer's opinion, I muſt 
diſſet with him in_ his aflertion, ** that the acts of perſonal 
violence, were offered to thoſe whoſe rapacious exactions had 
given them pre-eminence over their brethren, and marked them 
ac the objeAs of popular diſcontent.” And | quote in oppoſition 
to him, the teſtimony of another gentleman, who will not be ſuſ- 
pected of partiality to the Clergy, [Mr. O'Leanyx] who, in his 
Addreſs to the White-boys, aſks, ** What! a Rev. Arch-Deacon 
© Crier, a Rev, Arch - Deacon Tiſdall, a Rev. Mr. Chetwood, a- 
* Rev. Mr. Weekes, a Rev. Mr. Meade, a Rev, Mr. Kenny, who 
{ſpent his time and fortune amongſt you, relieving your wants, 
and changing à part of his houle into an apothecary's ſhop, to 
fſupply vou with medicines, which yourſelves could not pur- 
* chaie, muſt from an apprehenſion, of violence, quit his houſe.” 
—1 add, that all thete gentlemen were very patticular ſufferers. - 
From this I conclude, that the outrages of the inſurgents made 
na diſetimination, between the lenient and rigorous, the opprethve 
and the generous, and conſequently, that their extent or wicleuce 43 


un; prof of the general injuſlice or rapacity of the Clergy, | 
1 The 
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The conduct of the Clergy during theſe diſtur- 
bances, ſeems to have been conſiſtent with that 
moderation | aſcribe to them previous to that pe- 
riod : In general totally inactive, and often ſubmit- 
ting with much too great timidity to the requiſiti- 
ons of their enemies, they ſeem to have carried 
even to exceſs, that © abhorrence of interfering in 
«*« ſanguinary puniſhments,” which Mr. Grattan 
very naturally requires from their profeſſional cha- 
racter. And it ſeems that the honourable teſtimo- 
ny Mr. Grattan gives of many individuals might be 
juſtly applied to the whole order, ** That their tem- 
„ perance and humanity are deſerving of ap- 
* plauſe,” and that what Mr. Grattan acknow- 
ledges cannot be applied to the whole order, can 
ſcarcely be applied to any“ © even that thoſe who 
* ſhould ſhew the moral examples of humaniry 
* and meekneſs, degrade the eccleſiaſtical charac- 
* ter, by purſuing with vindictiveneſs and perſe- 
« cution the objects of their vengeance,” becauſe 
thoſe who were in an — active in proſecut- 
ing the White Boys (for whom certainly this cen- 
ſure was meant) were very few indeed, and for 
this conduct even in thoſe few, motives very dif- 
ferent from vindictiveneſs and perſecution ma 
fairly be aſſigned: becauſe whereyer the Clergy 
were Magiſtrates, they were bound by their oaths 
to ſupport the laws, in repreſſing violence, defeat- 
ing injuſtice, _——— peace; and to do 
this was impoſlible, otherwiſe than by executing 
the puniſhments appointed by law, againſt frau- 
dulent combinations and outrageous turbulence.— 
And where they were individually injured in their 
perſons and property by fraud and perſecution, 


* Vide Gratibery's Copy, page 37. 
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which muſt have effected their purpoſe, and re- 
mained unpuniſhed, if they did not perſonally bear 
teſtimony» againſt them; in not doing this, they 
would have been chargeable with te. what 

was duc to the intereſts of their ſucceſſors, their 
country, and ſocicty, rather than with viadictive- 
neſs and perſecution, for fulfilling duties fo plain, 
and ſo important. Here, therefore, Mr. Grattan's 
charge ſeems ſomewhat ili: founded, and ſomewhat 
too ſtrongly expreſſed — | he honourable teſtimony 
however, which accompanies it, I believe, and 
acknowledge ſincere, while I lament his ſentiments 
have been delivered to the public in ſuch a form, 
as to afford few opportunities of repeating an ac- 
knowledgment-—to me ſo gratitying——to the 
Clergy ſo deſirable - though occaſions of advancing 
ſuch teſtimonies, with equal juſtice, muſt moſt cer- 
tamly haye frequently occurred to Mr. Grattan. 
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CONCLUSI O N, 


I H AD written thus far, and ſent the ſheets ta 
the preſs, when Mr. Grattan's Speech on the Re- 
agitation of Tithes, delivered on the 11th of 
April, was publiſhed. I had deſigned to have 
added ſome remarks on thoſe motives to which Mr. 
Grattan has imputed the ſuppoſed averſion of the 
Clergy to commutation—tending to ſhew, that 
ſuch averſion, if real, could nor fairly be aſcribed 
to an * © unholy zcal, inſpired by the Damon of 
*& Unrighteouſneſs;”—** or a preſumptuous way- 
„ wardneſs, that would neither hearken to the 
« cries of diſtreſs, or the dictates of reaſon ;?— 
« qr the caution of dignified luxury, tenacious of 
« j's revenues” — Becauſe the individuals who 
compoſe that order could not place fo little confi- 
dence in the juſtice of the legiſlature, as to ſup- 
pole it would not, on any poſſible change, ſecure 
during their own lives, a ſupport at leaſt as great, 
and more ſatisfactory than what they now envy. 

I had deſigned to ſhew that the apparent diffi- 
culty of effecting any permanent and ſecure com- 
mutation—the ſuppoſed danger to the interefts of 
the Clerical order, and the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
which would attend, any temporary or inſecure 
ſyſtem—the circumſtances of the occaſion—the 
preſent current of popular prejudice—and the 
preſent temper of the public mind—were ſufficient 


# Vide Grailbery's Report, page 48. 
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to account for a great degree of reluctance and 
alarm, at any ſudden innovation; and to juſtify to 
every candid mind ſuch reluctance and alarm. 

1 purpoſed alſo to examine whether Mr. Grat- 
tan's plans, or the repreſentations and principles 
on which they are founded, were ſuch as to do 
away all difficulty, prove all paſt apprehenſions of 
prejudice or miſrepreſentation ill founded, and all 
future caution fuperfiuous. GY 

But on reflection 1 think it better to decline this. 
The various difliculties and objections againſt a 
commutation in general, - and every particular 
mode of it which had been deviſed, previous to 
Mr. Gratian's plans, have been fo fully ſtated by 
the Biſhop of Cloyne, Mr. Trant, and various 
other writers, and are ſo generally known, that it 
feems very unneceſſary to repeat them; and it is 
apprehended they will aburidantly juſtity the 
. 0 — general, as well as the individuals who 
Rated them, for whatever oppoſition they may 
kave given to the meaſure, eſpecially when united 
with the additional objections from the circum- 
ftances of the occafion, and the prejudices and 
temper of the  times'—And 4 cabdid public will 
L tuppoſe, attribute the conduct of the Clergy in 
general, as well as thoſe individuals, to theſe mo- 
tives, rather than thoſe Mr. Grattan has thought 
proper io aſſign them; eſpecially when it is con- 
fidered, pet ſonal 'etnolument, perſonal gratifica- 
tion, or a defire of popularity, could have had no 
. rfluence in determining their conduct on this oc- 
ety | Mr. 


Niere it ſcems neceſſary to remark, that Mr. Grattan in com- 
bang the divine tight of tithes, and defending the right of Pare 


hement to alter the liche ſyſtem, combats what is not now 
my ; maintained, 
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Mr. Grattan's plans and principles, I think, can- 
not be fairly judged of without comparing them 
with the reſolutions, ſtatements, and concluſions 

contained 


maintained, and defends what is not at preſent diſputed The 
Bithop of Cloyne, ſtating why the preſent tithe ſyſtem has been 
ſo long preſerved, aſſerts, (p. 66. gth edit.) “ It cannot be pre- 
* tended, that a notion of divine right prevented any improvement, 
** becauſe that idea was never univerſal,” And (in page 29, the 
note) * de not queſtion the right of the wHOLe Legiſlature 10 
** make. alteration.” —— And Mr. Trant, zd edit. p. 29, { will 
* look for no more ſacred origin for the rights and privileges of 
* the Clergy in this kingdom, than the known laws of the late. 
And with theſe, I believe, the whole body of the Clergy, as well 
as laity, generally agree.—Nor is it eaſy to align any reaſon why, 
on the preſent queſtion, Mr. Grattan ſhould have collected ſuch a 
a heap of obſolete arguments and common place objeQtions, as to 
the orign and right, and hiſtory of tithes, except as they tend to 
tender the tithe ſyſtem contemptible and odious, amongſt the un- 
thinking and uninformed which ſeems uſeleſs, if meant as an 
argument to influence the Legiſlature to, change that ſyſtem, and 
perricious if the ſyſtem ſhould be retained. —] do not think it at 
all neceſſary to follow him in this ground z but if any curious re 
der wiſhes to ſee Mr, Grattan's arguments and quotations againſt 
the divine right of tiches fully ſtated, and many others to the ſame 
purpoſe, he may conſult Selden and Milton's Treatiſes on Tithes, 
and may find full refutations of them in the works of Dr. Leſhe 
and Dr. Comber. K 

It ſeems equally unaccountable why, in a debate before a po- 
litical aſſembly, on a queſtion of public regulation, Mr. Grattan 
ſhould quote 3 the ſacted Scripture, precepts of general mo- 
rality uttetly unconnected with the ſubject, as proofs on one ſide 
or the other. Thus when he aſks, ©* What were the words of 
% aur Saviour? beware of covelouſneſs, lay nit up for yourſelves 
„ treaſures on corth. Does this ſeem to ſanction a demand of the 
«« ſoiis produce? -I anſwer, yes it ſanctions every demand 
that is legal and juſt and moderate, whether of the Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, the Monarch, or the Landlord z to what purpoſe then 
inſinuate that this precept is violated by the Clergyman's claim- 
ing the ſupport allotted him by the laws, provided he is moderate 
in the amount, and merciful in the enforcement of his claim ?— 
And that the Clergy in general deſerve this character, as well as 
any other body of men, has, I think, been incontrovertibly 
proved. 


—— — — — 
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contained in his laſt Speech. A compariſon too 
tedious for this place, and it appears unneceſſary 
for my deſign, which propoſed nothing more than 
to confute thoſe charges againſt the Clergy, which 


find * repeated in this Speech with the ſtrongeſt 
| aſſurance 


* P. 26, 27.— I ſtated ſeveral allegations—I am ready to 
4 prove thew.—lI ſtated that in ſome parts of the South the de- 
* mands of tithe had exceeded the bounds of law I repeat the 
„ allegation. I ſtated that the proctor had in many places de- 
*© manded and received a certain per centaze called proctorage, 
«*« againſt law and charity z | repeat that allegation. I ſtated that 
«+ in parts of the South certain Miniſters or their proctors had 
* been guilty of exactions which were unconſcionable, and I 
<« ſtated alſo that they had recently and greatly and unconſcion- 
<< ably encreaſed their ratages I repeat that allegation. I ſtated 
1 that the ciche farmers did very generally in the parts diftutbed 
4 oppreſs the common people, and had exceeded their legal powers, 
*© or had moſt groſsly abuſed them: theſe allegations I repeat 
** now—and am ready to go into proofs, whenever gentlemen 


% chuſe'to give me ſuch an opportunity. 


* am not refponſible for the preciſe quantity of every return 
4 ſtated to me. Some of the ſtatements are official, and can't 
© be diſputed; and are enormous ; others come from the oppreſ- 
«« ſed, and may be ſanguine 3 I am not reſponſible for the preciſe 


«© quantities in fuch a caſe ; but I am reſponſible for this allega- 


* tion, that there exiſts great opprefſion—lI repeat it again, there 
« exifts great oppreſſion.” 


I cannot but remark, how much leſs forcibly theſe aſſertions 


are ſtared, than in Mr. Grattan's firſt Speeches. — In a word, the 
whole of Mr. Grattan's accumulated evidence againſt the whole 
elerical order, and his dreadful-detail of clerical oppteſſions, we 
find amounts to no more than thoſe two affertions, ——Firſt, that 
ſome Clergymen in the South did imagine they had a right to the 
tte of certain articles, which it appeared on legal trial, they bad 
no right to? And Secondly, that certain — in the 
South do claim much higher prices for their tithes, than are uſually 
claimed. (For the varied ex pteſſions of proctorage fees, riſe of 
ratages, &c. are all reduceable to this). Now granting the hit 
aſſertion does not every lawtuit in the Four-Courts prove that 
men of every rank and-profeſſion, daily claim what it is found on 
legal trial, they have no right to.— And why ſbould we expect 
the Clergy alone ſhould never do this — Ot does it not ſeem a 

| very 
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allurance, though with ſomewhat diminiſhed evi- 
dence ; ſince Mr. Grattan ſeems to acknowledge 
his ratages from private authority, were not col- 
lected with ſuch caution or impartiality, that he 
could confidently rely on them; and I add, that 
his official ſtatements have been “proved inconclu- 
ſive.— On the reſult of the whole matter, Mr. 
Grattan aſſerts, that (in the difturbed paris very 
generally) there exiſts great oppreſſion. This I deny, 
and have endeavoured to diſprove; whether with 
ſucceſs the public muſt decide. In doing this, I 
truft, 1 have not injured the caufe I meant to ſup- 
port, by juſtifying Mr. Grattan's ſuſpicion, that 
his ſound doctrines and charitable principles 
«© would be received by the oppoſite party, with 
* hardneſs of heart, and their author with clerical 
« Tcurility.”——For though I certainly differ very 
widely from Mr. Grattan in the preſent caſe, to 
| 5 | treat 


very extraordinary proof of the caution and moderation of the 
Clergy, that they are not charged w — this, except only in 
one inconſiderable article, and that ii very few inſtances indeed 3 
I have heard of but one. As to ti ſecond charge I remark, 
it would not, if true, prove that even in theſe particular caſes, 
the peaſant paid more than the real value of his tithe z as it is im- 
poſſible he could be — to do this z fince he has his choice 
to lay out his tithes if he diſlikes the price Much leſs does ic 
prove the Clergy, in general, exorbitant or oppreſſive. —And I 
confeſs it ſeems to me very unaccountable, how Mr. Grattan 
ſhould conceive that theſe facts (eſpecially if we conſider the 
almoſt moral certainty that ſuch facts are very rare, which the 
preceding pages ſeem to prove) could make a general enquiry ne- 
ceſſary, or juſtify general cenſure ——And, I remark, it is to be 
lamented Mr. Grattan ſhould have fo particularly ſtated, and fo 
emphatically dwelt on his ratages from private authority, in his 
firſt Speech ; which it now appears, by his laſt, he thinks may 
be ſo ſanguine that he will not be reſponſible for them. 


# Vide ſupra, 26—28, ſection ad, paſſim, p. 67—and other 


Ru Mr, Grattan's Speech of the 11th of April, the con 
uſion. 
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treat him with ſcurrility on that account, would be 
as repugnant to. my feelings, as to my reaſon. 
Nor do I believe any Clergyman has treated Mr. 
Grattan with ſcurrility, though I admit they very 
generally differ from him | ſhould think it very 
reſumptuous indeed to attempt the province ot 
een and vehement invective, where Mr. Grattan 
ſeems to reign with unrivalled ſway.—And on 
the preſent occaſion, I ſhould be very inconſiſt- 
ent indeed, did I give way to any ſpirit of 
haſty impatience, or indiſcriminate cenſure, ſo ill 
ſaited to a cauſe ſo ſerious, a queſtion ſo public, 
and-the defence of an order of men, whoſe cha- 
raQter has bitherto been deemed to ſociety import- 
ant, and in itſelf reſpectable. The cauſe of in- 
nocence ſhould be pleaded with temper, and rel 
not on acrimony but truth.—Such | deem the . 
of the Clergy, and as ſuch I have endeavoured to 
ſupport it—lf ineffectually, let me entreat the 
failure may be imputed to the advocate, not the 
cauſe.— And let it bg remembered, that ftrong aſ- 
ſertions can be more feadily advanced than minute 


proofs And confequently, a general attack muſt 


eyer be eaſier than a full vindication. | 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Nor having leiſure to go minutely through Mr 
Grattan's laſt Speech, I ſhall, however, make ſome. 
remarks, ſo obvious and brief, as to require little time 
either on my part or the readers. 


Mr. Grattan aſſerts, © the Biſhops did poſt theme 
<6 ſelves in oppoſition to the hemp bill, and the barten 
land bill, in breach of contract with government.” — 
The following, I have been informed from moſt reſped- 
able authority, was the ſtate of the fact. Neither the 
petitioning Clergy, nor the Biſhops, oppoſed the prin 
ciple of either bil! ; but, on the contrary, ſupported it.— 
The hemp bill was returned to the Houſe of Commons 
without any alteration whatſoever. "The barren land 
bill was returned with two amendments, copied verba- 
tum from that part of the Engliſh a& of the 2d and '3d 
of Edward VI. chap. 13. which gives a like encou- 
ragement to the improvement of barren lands. The 
object of the firſt was to aſcertain that the land intended 
to be exempted from the payment of tithe, was barren 
land; for as the bill came up to the Lords, it would 
have exempted from tithe a// lands, however good and 
Tuitful, which could not have been froved le bave paid 
tithe before ;-—which was not, nor could not be the 
object of the bill; that being purely to encourage 
the cultivation of harren land only.— And this amend- 
ment was adopted by the Houſe ot Commons. 
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The ſecond amendment conſiſted of an adoption of 
the 14th ſection of the Engliſh act, without which the 
bill would have tended to deftroy all juriſdiction of the 
eccleſiaſtical courts, with reſpect to tithes 3 by enabling 
every litigious landholder to ſtop the proceedings of ſuch 
courts, by a vexatious plea that the lands were barren 
on which the tithe ſued for grew; the neceſſary effect 
of which would be, that the right to the tithes would 
perhaps in all caſes be removed by prohibition from the 
ſpiritual court, and determined by juries. 


Thus the object of both amendments was to guard 
the rights of the Iriſh Clergy from fraudulent litigation, 
as the rights of the Engliſh Clergy are at this very day 
guarded by the above cited Engliſh act, from which 
they were copied; and not to give the Clergy of Ire- 
land any right or privilege which is not enjoyed by their 
Engliſh brethren, and warranted by reaſon and juſtice. 
Upon account of this laſt amendment, the bill was 
rejected by the Commons, and not deſtroyed by the 
Lords, as aſſerted by the author of this ſpeech. 


I have now given an exact hiſtory of the hemp and 
barren land bills, and ſhewn that the firſt has paſſed into 
a law, without “ any alteration whatſoever ; and 
that the loſs of the ſecond cannot juſtly by attributed to 
epiſcopal interference, as has been aſſerted ; for both 
theſe amendments were unanimouſly approved of by the 
Lords temporal, as well as ſpiritual and if report ſays 
truth, they had been previouſly ſanctioned by the full 
approbat ion of ſome of the firſt law amthoritcs in the 
1 


* The Biſhops invariably ſupported the hemp bill, and never 
wiſhed ſor any other alteration whatſover therein, than an 
amendment of the/preamble, only to prevent its being made a 
precedent for eflabliſÞing a medus an «very hind of tithe, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Grattan, in the 13th page of his laſt Speech, 
ſeems, with great prudence, anxious to enliſt govern- 
ment on his ſide of the queſtion, his words are theſe :— 
Here again I mult do juſtice to government, they did 
“ intend a modus for flax, as well as hemp; this gracious 
«© and benign intention of government was defeated by 
% epiſcopal interference, on which the nation is to 
«© charge the loſs of the barren land bill; did, with the 
«© beſt intentions to be ſure, but with the worſt effect, 
% oppoſe both ſalutary meaſures—the modus for hemp, 
and the modus for flax.” 


Now it is has been incontrovertibly proved, that the 
modus for hemp was never oppoſed by epiſcopal inter- 
ference, but was, on the contrary, ſupported by the 
whole bench of Biſhops. —And ſurely Mr. Grattan 
ſhould have produced ſome better proof than mere aſſer- 
tion, that government intended a modus for flax, to 
induce us to believe that government was defcated in this 
benign intention, as he has been pleaſed to call it, by 
epiſcopal interference—Of which intention no trace 
whatſoever has appeared to warrant either this extraor- 
dinary compliment to government, ar this unmerited 
cenſure on the Biſhops. 


Mr. Grattan aſſerts, the Clergy ** did petition againſt 
«« both. bills in the moſt unqualified manner.” They 
petitioned to be heard by Counſel; it was therefore 
evidently unneceſſary to ſtate on what grounds, or how 
far they objected to the bills, this being the buſineſs of 
their Counſel to explain.—And it is well known their 
Counſel was inſtructed only to claim thoſe clauſes of 
protection which were afterwards granted by, the Houſe 
of Lords. 


And Mr. Grattan's whole Speech, as far as it affects 
the character of the Clergy, chiefly turns on the ſup- 
poſed oppoſition of the Clergy and Biſhops to theſe bills. 
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As to Mr. Grattan's tax on non-reſidence, I agree 
with Mr. Grattan, that it would be ſtrange if it had 
become neceſſary: ut I entirely deny that it is neceſ- 
ſary, or that the Southern Clergy are more frequently 
non-reſident than their brethren either in other parts ot 
the kingdom or England. —Mr. Grattan has produced 
no proot to the contrary. 


Mr. Grattan ſtates another fat in a manner which 


ſeems to me calculated to miſlead the public, if not ex- 


plained —He aſſerts, Ireland is a country paying abun- 
dantly mare to the church than England, which he proves 
by * ſtating the Biſhop of Landaff's calculation, that 


- £5. including the Biſhoprics and eſtates of the Univer- 


7c ſities, the Engliſh Clergy would have one hundred 
« and fiſty pounds each. While the Biſhop of Cloyne 
* ſtates the average income of the Iriſh Clergy is one 
«© hundred and forty-eight pounds per annum, exclud- 
% ing Biſhoprics and Univerſities. Now the Iriſh 
c Biſhoprics amount to ſeventy thouſand pounds, there- 
4 fore the Iriſh Clergy, including Biſboprics, would 
ce have incomparibly more than in England, though 
e the extent of the cures is incomparably leſs.” — The 
reverſe of this laſt is the caſe ; the pariſhes in Irelan1 
being, þ I am informed, much greater, one with another, 
than in England; eſpecially in the provinces of Munſter - 
and Connaught; + * as from the want of tillage in thoſe 
* provinces, it became neceſſary in the laſt century, 
** to unite ſeveral, ſometimes from five to nine pariſhes, 


2 ſrequentiy containing ; a tract of land twenty miles i in 


vice Me. Grattan* 3 Speech of the rith of April. 


- & To confirm; this, I ohſetve the Biſhop of Landaff com- 
putes the tnglith Clergy at 10,000, while the Iriſb do not ex- 
ceed 10co ; now Ireland is greater than half of England and 


Wales, therefore the Iriſh eures muſt be newly fry bine leſs than 
Enzlith, one with another. 


- + Vide Bifbop of Cloyn's pamplilet,” gt edit. p. 60. 
« length 
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length, in order to furniſh even a ſcanty maintenance 
« for one Clergyman.”—Thus the equality of the ave- 
rage incomes of the Iriſh Clergy, to theſe of the Engliſh, 
is cafily accounted for; though this kingdom pays in- 
comparably leſs to the church than England—as appears 
from that very authority Mr. Grattan quotes, the Biſhop 
of Landaff, who “ ſtates, that the whole income of 
«© the church in England did not amount, on the moſt 
© ]iberal calculation, to one million five hundred tKou- 
© ſand pounds a year.” Make from this the largeſt 
deduction that can be judged reaſonable, and compare 
it with the income of the church in Ireland. 


The parochial Clergy of Ireland are "Y 7 
mated at one thouſand, —_— at /.148. 


cach, 1 IS v. ny; 148,000 
The Biſhoprics, according to Mr. Grattan, 70,000 
The Univerſity at not more than 2+ + 18,000 

2, 30,000 


Which is by one 3 two  bungred and, twenty 
Aale pounds leſs than what Is nearly the income cf the . 
church. in England, i. e. certainly not more than one- 
fixth of the leaſt income we can allow the Engliſh 


church. 


Compare the parochial tithes of Ireland with the 
rent of Ireland, which, as calculated by 7 Mr. Young, 
apparently from very accurate materials, is fix million. 
(And I am aſſured, from the information of perſons he 


vide his Pamphlet, printed by Byrne, page 39, 
S Vide his Tour through Ireland, part II. ſect. 3d. 
have 


nao. I 


have had certain means of calculation, by ſurveys very 
lately and accurately made, that fix million is confidera- 
bly leſs than the truth) one hundred and forty-eight 
thouſand pound, the parochial incomes, including 
glebes, (and the Biſhops are chiefly ſupported by land, 
and the Univerſity wholly ) is not more than one-for- 
ticth of the rent—** which being taken on an average 
« of all tenures, and conſequently much leſs than the 
«« occupiers rent, which includes the profit of the 
«« middle-men” (according to Mr. Young) if we ſup- 
poſe the occupiers to make half the rent they pay, the 
tithe is only one · ſixtieth of the produce of the kingdom; 
if (which is the more probable calculation) a profit 
equal to the chief rent, only + one-cighticth. 


From this we may judge how ill grounded are Mr. 
Grattan's fears leaſt the Clergy ſhould claim and receive 
ene-ſixth of the produce of the kingdom ; and how 
pernicious it muſt be to the Proteſtant Church in this 
kingdom, to form any regulations that would confine it 
to its preſent infant flate, by fixing the number of pa- 
Tiſhes, or the clerical income, to their preſent ſtandard. 


I haye no accurate account of the rental of England, 
to enable me to compare the proportion of eccleſiaſtic 
to lay property, in that kingdom; but it is moſt cer- 
tain that the articles tithed throughout England, are 


» Soppoling che tithes in the hands of the Biſhops to be 
equal to the glebes in the hands of the Clergy, the whole tithe 
of Ireland may be eſtimated at {.148,000. ; 


" + This it proved by Theophilus from'other principles, vide 
Addrefs to the Nobility and Gentry, p. 14. 


1 Vide fopra, p>54- 
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itfinitely more numerous than in Ireland“; and the 
rates for the ſame articles infinitely higher + ; and the 
practice of drawing the tithe, which, where practicable, 
muſt be highly profitable to the Clergyman, infinitely 
eaſier and more common than in Ireland 9. 


. Theſe circuſtances may enable the public to decide 
whether the grievance of tithe in this kingdom is ſo in- 
tolerable—and the amount of tithes ſo exceffive—as to 


juſtify general complaint, and require legiſlative inter- 
ference. 

» Vide ſupra, p. 53. 

+ Vide one inſtance, ſupra, P. 32. 


J Vide ſupra, 
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